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PREFACE. 

FoR a n~ber of years past, an unusual de­
gree of interest has been manifested in various 
quarters, in r~gard to the early history of North 
Carolina. In former times, her distance from 
the centres of commerce, and the comparatively 
quiet and retiring disposition of her people, 
withdrew her· nam~ and character, to some ex­
tent, from general observation: Little attention 
was paid to her interests, and her primitive glo­
ry was forgotten in the din and tumult of polit­
ical agitation. But a change has taken place 
in the direction of the American mind. A 
growing taste for ~istory and antiquities· has be­
come apparent in Olll' litera.tu1•e, and some of 
our ablest men, turning away from the unsatis­
factory study of present social phenomena, have 
begun to search among the records and tradi­
tions of the past, for subjects worthy of patriotic · 
contemplation. 1.. 

No State in our Union can present a wider or 
more diversified :field for historical inquiry than 
North Carolina. On her shores, the first settle-
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ment of .English colonists in America was es• 
tablished; within her border~, the most formi­
dable resistance to British authority, anterior to 
the Revolution, was organized ; by her people, 
the first actual declaration of independenc~ was 
made, and some of the most brilliant i!,Ild im­
portant transactions of the revolutionary period 
took place upon her soil. · Th~ interestp:ig char,-

. acter of these tra:Qsactions has, at last, begun to 
be appreciated, and several valuable contribu­
tions towards their history, have been already 
presented to_ the public. The appearance of the 
present volume is but another manifestation of 
the same prevailing spirit; and will doubtless·be 
welcomed by the patriotic reader with the gen­
erous enthusiasm which has greeteq. its prede· 
cessors. 

The union in one volume of the lectures deliv­
ered consecutively by Dr'.. II.A. wxs, Governor 
GRA1IAM, and President Sw .A.IN, · on three differ­
ent stages in om· revolutiona.ry history, was un­
dertaken by the compiler at the suggestion of 
many gentlemen who had heard or read them, 
a~d. witJ_i the full consent and approval of the 
distinguished authors themselves. Their names 
a~one would suffice to render a~y recommenda-
1Ion of the work unnecessary. All three of 
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PREFACE. IX 

th.em have enjoyed ample opportunities of stu­
· dying their subject with advantage, and have 
acquired the confidence of the PD:blic by lives 
matured in their several spheres of usefulness. 

That a book of such materials, wrought into 
a popular form by such competent hands, should 
fail to find its way to the homes and hearts of 
the people, especially of the people of North 
Carolina, cannot be a moment supposed. It is 
c·onfidently placed at their, disposal, with the 

· conviction that it is destined to foster a true, 
patriotic spirit wherever it is read, and thus to 
establish our principles and strengthen our in­
stitutions. That such may be the result of its 

' publication, will be the desire and prayer of all 
who know how to . value our national inheri­
tance. 

Ral,eigl1,, Jwne, ·1853. 





INTRODUCTION.' 

To the correct understanding of the revolutionary 
history of North . Carolina, a lt?owledge of what is 

· usually called, "the war of the Regulation," is in­

dispensable. With that as an introduction, and with 
the facts embodied in the thre·e lectures that follow, 
the native of North Carolina will have a sketch or the 
revolutionary history of his State . . 

We have, therefore, obtained from the Rev. Dr. 
Hawks, the following sketch of the BATILE OF TUE 

AU.MANCE. 

The soUI·ces from which were derived the facts set 
forth in this brief sketch, were Herman· Husband's 
small volume on the doings of the Regulators, (of 
which the present writer possess~es a perfect copy,) 
Carruth~r's life of- Dr. Caldwell, Mr. Foote's sketches 
of North Carolina, Jones' Defence, Martin's, s0 called, 
History of the State, and some personal knowledge 
derived from inquiries made of those among whom 
the "Regulators" lived. The fullest and most satis­
factory account is in th.e work of Mr. Carruthers; and 
Col. Wheeler has also procured some of the documents 
connected with this portio~ of our history. 
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~atilt of trrt jlamantt 
inh 

~nr of igt )£J11tlaiian. 

It was in the year 1764:, that William Tryon, who 
had been trained to arms, became the Governor of 
the province of N oTth Carolina. It was in tho snme 
year that the British parliament asserted their right 
to tax the American colonies, without their consent; 
and eaTly in 1765, was passed the memorable Stamp 
Act. From one encl of the province to the other, 

. meetings of· the people were held, and with an una­
nimity never equaled before or since, they declared 
that they would not submit to the law. In 1766, a 
British sloop-of-war brought over the stamped paper, 
when Tryon found out the character of the people 
with whom he had to deal. They took up arms: 
would not permit a sheet of the paper to be landed, 
and compelled .the stamp distributor to take an oath 
that he would not execute his odious office. Tho 
amazed Govemor sought to conciliate the colonists 
by an ostentatious parade of hospitality. Ile caused 
an ox to be roasted whole, and several barrels of 
beer to be provided as a feast for the common peo-
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ple: they attended on bis invitation, but it W3.'3 to 
throw the untasted meal into the river, and emp_ty 
tl1e beer on tbe grotmd. He writhed under the in-

d di t ess 
sult) and from tbis hom sought to annoy an 

8 ~ 
the colony. Fond of military display, and possibly 
with the view of impressing with salutary awe the 
hardy men of the West, he marched frolll the sea­
coast with a military company, in a time of p1•ofound 
11eace, to run, in person, the dividing line between 
the Western settlements, and the hunting grounds of 
the Cherokee Indians. Hundreds of men near the 
spot could have pe1-formed the work, at little coS

t
' 

quite as well as he could; but his love of. military 
display would not tbereby have found gratification ; 
so tbe colony was sad(lled with the needless expense, 
nnd His Excellency returned with a new title; for 
the Ch:ro~ees called hlm "The Great lVolf of Nor~h 
Carolina : The name seems to have been prophetic 
of :he future, for a "wolf" he proved. His next ex­
ploit was to erect and furnish in one ·of the towns on 
the seaboard at a cost of nearly $100,000, (an iJlllllense 
sum for the colony at that day,) a palace which in 
splendor had no equal either in North or South 
lu?e~ca. There was an iniquity, which Tryon found 
existmg wh_en he came to the government, (for it had 
bee~ estublisl1ed by his predecessor,)-and he not only 
continued, but increased it. It was the extortion of 
illegal fees and taxes by the officials of the govern­
ment. Tho law 11:i.d named the fees to be paid to 
clerks of courts, rec01·ders of deeds, entry takers, and 
surycyors of land, and lawyers for certain specified 

1 
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services. The taxes also were fixed by law. But 
the~e sev:eral officers had been for years in the habit 
of demanding two or three times as much as they 
were entitled to; and many of the sheriffs, wherever 
it could be don,e, exacted about double the amount of 
lawful taxes. To this state of things, add the fact 
that all offices were conferred by the Governor on his 
pei-sonal favorites, and the additional circumstance 
that the limited use of the press at that day rendered 
it very difficult for the people to read the laws for 
themselves, and the reader will have before him the 
causes which led to the "Regulation War" of North 
Carolina. 

Wben the oppressions arising from this state of 
things became no longer endurable, redress was sought 
at first in a quiet way, by a resort to the courts oflaw. 
The officers were indicted, and found guilty, but 
the punishment was the nominal one of a penny 
fine. In short, all 1·esorts to tho tribunals of the 
country ended in a mo~kery of justice. The J)eoplo 
met and remonstrated in vain. In a moment of ap­
prehension, Tryon would lull them, by promises which 
he never meant to fulfil, into a hope of redress.­
Scarcely would they disperse before some gross act of 
official imposition, or the seizme and imprisonment of' 

. some of the most conspicuous among them would 
rouse the people, who to the number of thousands, 
and with arms in their hands, marched to the rescue 
of their companions. Their approach. would create a 
panic, and the prisoners would be set at liberty. The 
people would again disperse, for there never lived a 

- , 
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set of men who would more quietly or cheerfully have 
submitted to the exis~ing l~ws if righteously, adminis­
tered. The histories of the day have done them great 
injustice: eagerly catching at acts of lawless violence, 
perpetrated by a few, who were not of the .Regula­
tors, but who gladly sheitered themselves in their ir­
regularities by assuming the name; those who have 
written of that time, have denounced this whole body 
of men as composed of a factious and turh~lent mob 
who causelessly disturbed the public tranquillity. 
Nothing could be more untrue. Their assemblages 
were orderly, and some evidence of the temper and 
characters of the men may be gathered from the fact, 
that from these meetings, by a law of their own, they 
vigorously excluded all intoxicating drinks. ,We shall 
see presently that mariy among them were deeply . 
c~nscientious and christian men. I have ;heady men­
tioned that the public press of that day had an influ­
ence but limited in extent. As far as it went, how­
ever, they sought peaceably to use it in settin{)' forth 
their grievances. And here, -we digress for a r:oment 
to say a word of their publications; for they furnish 
strong al}.d true touches, in the picture of those times. 
1;11° productions, sometimes circulated in MSS. some-
tunes · · ' 

d 
m pnnt, betray no proofs of hio-h schol::i.rship, 

nn none of th 1 · 0 

th e e egance of polished writing· for 
ey were lite, ll ·h ' of th ia Y w at they professed to be, the work 

some C r?le, and there is n. truthful- earnestness in 
moro t~h tt o?:, n1ore effective than the skill of the 

e oric1an s · 1 times ~: .. • l . omot1mes t 1ey are grave sorne-sa1J..11cn • so ti ' 
' me mes a ballad and sometimes a 
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narrative. The rough poet of the period was Reclnap 
Rowell, who taught the very children to sing in dog­
gerell, the infamy of the proud officials who were 
trampling on them. Re sino-led out especially two, 
by name Fanning and Frohawk, and a single speci­
men from many similar ones will suffice: 

"Says Frohn wk to Fanning, to jell the plain truth; 
"When I cnmc to this countr.r, I wns but a youth, 
My father sent for me: I wa'nt worth 11. cross, 
.And then my first study wns stealing n horse. 
I quickly got credit; nod then rnn 11.wny, 
.And hnv'nt paid for him to this very day. 

Snys Funning to Frohawk, ' ti s folly to lie, 
I rode nn old mnre thnt wus blind of one oyc ; 
Five shillings in money I bnd in my purse, 
:My cont it wus patched, but not much tho worse; 
But now we've got rich, nod it's ,·cry well known, 
Thnt we'll do very well; if tl1ey'll let us alone." 

Sometimes a grave irony was made the medium of 
instruction ; and with this is connected a little anec­
dote in our literary history. I have in my possession 
a small volume put forth by Harmon Husband, a 
quaker of that day, and one of those who used his 
pen most freely; among its contents are two sermons 
on the nature of asses ; the one founded on the text, 
" Issa.char is a strong ass, couching down between 
two burdeps-And he saw that rest was good, and the 
land that it was pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to 
bear, and became a servant to tribute :" tho other 
founded on the scripture narrative of Balaam and his 
ass. They have in them m~ny hard hits both against 
tyrn.nnical rulers Jmd those who submit to them; and 

2 . 
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what adds to their interest is, that Benj~min Franklin 
has been supposed to have borne some part in their 
production, as he unquestionably did in other articles 
which Husband published. The communication be­
tween Dr. Franklin and Husband arose, according to 
the trndition of the country, as related by CaiTu~hers, . 
from the fact of some distant r elationship or family 
connection between them · for Husband was by birth ' . 
a Pennsylvanian, · or of Pennsylvania • p arents who 
had removed to N ortl1 Carolina. At any rate a com­
munication was kept up between them. At the time 
of which we speak, the sngacious mind of Fmnklin 
probably saw that the coming collision with the moth­
er c~untry, was a mere question of time, the result 
was mevitable. The western part of North Carolinn, 
~: that day, derived its supply of necessary commocl-
1ties for the few shops established in it from Phila­
de11)1tia · a l t · · ' d. ' , 'nc wice m each year the traders resorte 
!0 

t~i~ city io purchase their goods. Among these 
ind1v1dnals · h 
1 was one, a prudent and discreet man, w o 

a ways carried ve1·bal mescc:a()'es to and fro between Frankli ~, o , , 
. ' n and Husband but from the danger of detec-

tion no Jett ' . 
' ers were ever sent F1"'nldm was accus-tom d I · « ~ 

b de 
10

wever, to send printed pamphlets to Hus-
an whi h th I · 
. ' c e utter caused to be either corJ1ed or pnntccl and 1:.t "b 

of tl ' cll!i ri uted among the people. From one 1cse entitled « s ,. a- • • 
ncn ·t h tate ..cUJ.a1rs," from Franklin's own 
i · 'i as b b 1· 
eermous eon e ieved Husband concocted these 
is 11 volu on ass~s. This however is a mistake ; there 
. me entitled "s · · 

hon of an E l' ennons to .Asses," the prodnc-
ng ish clei:gyman of ,epublican tenden-
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cies, whose name was Murray. This was reprinted 
in Boston, but neither the English nor American 
edition bore the author's name on the title page. In 
N cw England m:my attributed the work to Franklin. 
On a comparison of this ·work with the publication of 
Husband, it will be seen that the " Sermons to Asses " 
at the encl of his book, are, "ith slight alterations to 
adapt them to the latitude of N orth Carolina., copied 
from Mm-ray. Will the _reader allow us to detainhhn 
w"ith some e~tracts from these prodnction_s. 'l11ey indi­
cate great shrewdness ::m~l good sense, and I fear are not 
without applicability in some respects to our own 
times: at any rate they, will furnish him with materials 
from which his own 1nind will form a better picture 
of the times tlian I can delineate: 

"Jacob i., tl1e first tha~ is.mentioned in scripture who preached 
to asses; but many have been thus employed since his time. 
This is a most shameful monosy!lnble, when applyed to reason­
able cr~atures ;-men endowed with reason 11nd understandin<:{ 
to degenerate so basely; \\'hat a falling off is here! 

* * ~ * ~ * 
What docs these bun.lens mean, which Issachar couched 

down so decently under? Civil and religious slavery no 
doubt. Strange, that such a number of Rational creatures 
should bear two such insupportable burdens !-Ah, I had for­
got that they were asses ;-for, to be sure, no people of nny 
rational spirit cou)J en<lure such grievous bon<lage. 

:.~ :.': :.: * * · * 
A strong ass, in the original word, Jenotes strength, but 

implies leanness.-And truly all tl1ose who stibmit to slavery 
are poo1·. We hare not a wurd .. of his motion;- he w:is 
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strong, but not active to assert his rights and privileges. 
Rest was pleasant to him ;-and thus it happens now, we 

sit still at ease, trusting to the good of the land, and conclud­
ing, every one, I can live out my time in peace and quiet;­
forgetting our posterity, and mourning not for the afflictions 
of Joseph. 

When men thus degenerate, they will always .find some 
ready to fix burdens on them ; for slavery don't come in a day, 
it i~ a-work of time to make men perfect Slaves. 

"' ::, * . * ::, * 
Issachar stooped down ; he well deserved a heavy burden 

for his meanness ;-it is a just reward ;-for such as d~ not 
value freedom and liberty, before a little present e::ise, deserve 
to be slaves.-Tht1y al'e blessings too valu::ible to be enjoyed 
without care and industry to maintain them. 

* * * :;: * 'i: 

~ut Italy and Spain are ~ot the only places where people 
believe absurdities ;-iii a land where freedom bas been the 
privilege and boast of every subject, we may, perhaps, 
find plenty of nsses.-You will say, not in America, a land re· 
nowned for all sol'ts of liberty ;-A nation to which there is 
none equal upon the face of the earth, as we know of. In 
~ome provinces in America this may have be'en the case·-but we, 
in North-Carolina, are not free ;-yet to the kino- or ;o the plan 
of our co ft · o• 
L'b . ns 1 utioo, nothing can be laid that tends to effect our 

11" erttes,-But we have sold that liberty which our ancestors 
~ •l u~ bv this c rt · h 
r . • ons I ut1on to i.uc men as have not the }cast 

P ctens1ons to rulo over us. . 
Are we free h'l • 

of Us 1 A w t o our ,aws are disapproved of by nine-tenths 
·- I'll We f1·e h'l · · 

law that . e w 1 e it is out of our power to obtain oue 
, 15 our choice 1-Tnke t . ' 

nnd many of 011 1 • ' ou our oppressoril themselves, 
mnn: .A.nd wo~ a~s nrelldisa~reeable to the inhabitants to a 

e nn a this, for bad as our laws are the 
' 
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practice of them is worse, anJ our oppressors have got out of 
reach of them. 

* * * 
Ye who, like Issachar, for the love of enso, or the gratifica­

tion of some sordid passion, have sold your liberties, and sub­
mit to burdens, as unnatural as they are unreasonable,-your 
character is drawn, in the text, to that of asses.-And worse 
than asses you are, who thus give up the causo of your coun­
try either to civil or religious dominato~s. 

* * * * C C 

Issncbar, I wish thy cb_ildren had nil died in the first genera­
tion ;-for thy offspring is too numerous; they are in church 
and state; whoever will : attend any place of concourse will 
find mnny of thy descendants so stupidJ that they every day 
bring themseh-es under burdcms they might easily prevent. 

* * * * * C 

I shall now con-i<ler some grievous oppressions that we 
labor un<ler. 

First, The Publick taxes is an unequal burden on the poor 
of this province, by reason the poorest man is taxed as high 
as the richest. Allowing the taxes to. be all necessary, yet 
there ought to be some regard had to the strength o·f tho 
beast; for all asses are not equally strong. 1Ve ought to be 
taxed acc~rding to the profits of each man's estate. And as 
we have no trade to circulate money, this tnx oug~t to be paid 
in country produce. There would be men enough to be found . , 
to fill all posts of office for a salary paid in produce, as any 
man can afford to officiate in an office for country produce as 
well as to farm or follow any other calling, t,he chief of which 
bring in nothing else. ' 

This is a grievous burden on the poor, as mattershnve been 

carried on, for money is not to be had: And when a poor 
man's goods is distrainecl, the practice has been to take double, 
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treble, yea ten times the va~ne bas sometimes been_ taken 
nwny.-And if they complain, they are not heard ; ~f they 
resist, they are Lelab0red like asses . 

• Merciful Lord, would any people rise in mobs to disturb a 
peaceable nation if they could help it_! vVho is more ready 
tban the poor to venture their lives in time of war for tile 
safety of the nation? nay it is pinching hunger and cold, 
brought on them by abuse of officers, that is the cause. 

A few men may rise in a riot wi thout a C:•use; and disaf- . 
fected lords and great men may have such ambitious vie 8, 

encouraged by some enemy prince ;-bnt for the generality of 
the poor of a Province to rise, there must be some cause; I 
dare say there always is a grievous cause. 

Neither is it any reflection on the king, to say, the poor are 
oppressed; for he don't make our laws :-'Tis the subjects 
themselves, like the fish, devoming one another: with this dif­
ference, we are devoured by law. . 
. Th~ narrow limits of our inferior comt's jurisdiction, and 

likewise of a ringle magistrate, is a grievous burden on both 
poor_ and rich i and more so as ~ve ai·~ obliged to fee lawyers i 
and 111 their demands they have got above the law and have 
monopolized the whole power of the comts into' their own 
h~nds, Our burdens exceeds Isr.achar's; • for truly we ~ay be 
said to labour under three,-tbe lawyers use us as we do our 
&locks, they kill one here and there, or pluck us well, and then 
let us run II while to feather again, 

We must make these men subject to the laws or they will 
ensl:we tbe wh I • ' 

• 
0 e commun1ty.-General and private musters 

are al.o an unnec b d . 
t. , h . essary m· en, especially in om· ]arO'e coun-
1e~, t e out sides f I . h h " .1 • 0 w 11c ave to ride from thirty to fifty 

m1 es , and the o t . d f 
hea1·t G . u s1 es o a county contain more than tho 

' · omg lo one f th . k' I b o ese musters generally costs a wbolo 
,ice s a our-And . lb 1 l 

' 
00 0 w 10 e, costs the counties at least 

----
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a Thousand Pounds each. A general muster is one we~k's 
lo,s in a year, which is one-fifLieth part of the year.-Four 
private musters· one week more, which is one twenty-fifth 
part.-WorJ,.;ng on the roads and attending courts, will soo_n 
reciuce it to one-twelfth pal't of our time.-And of what ser­
vice is all this cost attending the militia law 1 It serves to 
bring custom to a fow Ordiuary-Keepers, and for a day of gai­
ety and foasting to a few in J ivicluals, who have been vain 
enough sometimes to publish such a day's diversion in distant. 
Gazettes. 
· W"ith what indiguation m11st a poor ass read such a para­
graph of such vai11 boa ting of such a crowd of poo~ asses, ·· 
faint with hunger, cold and thir3t, laying out two or three 
nights by a fire in the wooLls, to perform this journey; desti· 
tute even of a great coat. or a Llnnket; and of no use under the 
sun but to make a show of grandeur to a few who, perhaps, are 
the most unworthy in the:county. 

This excess lia s not been practised perhaps in many coun­
ties ;-l3ut it :s not amiss to check it, lest it should grow, and 
you be tied neck and heel:,; for the least affroi1t, an<l made to 

ride the wooden mare.-It is enough to make a freeman's flesh 
creep to rca cl this law ;-which might .be morl;) tolerable, were 
the people allowed to ch cose their own ofilcers . ..:...It would. be 
needless to mention ev~ry circumstance of oppression in this, 
which is yet bnt the ciril burd,n. 

* a * * * * 
I shall now proceed to tl1e 8u head, !p consider ot a meLh­

od to remove these burdens. 
"When the time of an election comes on, and lbose men or 

the world, who rule by wealth, and whose business it is to 
corrupt th<iir follow subjects, and cheat them by flattery and 

corruption ; ont of their liberty come to u~k your votes,-<lo 
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you despise t!Jeir offers, and say to them, Your money perish 

with you. , 
Can it be supposed that such men will take care of _Y?ur 

interest who begin with debauching y,our morals, and rmmng 
your souls by drunkenness ?-Will that man have the least 
regard for your civil interest and property who first attemptli 
to ruin your virtue 1-Wliat opinion must they have of such 
people, who, for a few days riot and gluttony will sell their 
liberties, but that they are asses, that want to be watered 1 

While men are thus slaves to their lusts, they will never be 
free. Men that do so easily sell their souls \Viii not value their 
country.-Where there is no virtue, there can be no liberty;­
it is all licentiousness. What Issachars are such People who 
gives their voles for a man who neither fears God nor loves 
~ankin~ ! -who, by the very method that he pursues to obtain 
h15 election, deserves to forfeit the favour and esteem of all 
lov~rs of virtue and honesty. Whom can they blame for 
their oppression but themselves ; their own hands ,llo make 
the fetters by which they -' are bound. Those who lay out so 
much money upon an election, has it in their view to make 
you pay for it in the round. . 

. Secondly, Forever despise that man who h~-, betray'd tho 
liberty of his const't t h' 'I 1 • • 1 uan ~; t 1s w1 I lay a restraint upon t 1e 
venal d1spos1tion of I I 1· . 
P sue 1 as nc me to sell their country for 

referment. It w Id b h k ·. . . ou e a c ec • to hinder them from going 
into tho sch f G . 

d enies O a overnor,-N<wer send those who de-
pen on favour fo* r . 
nor h ' a IVlng, or on the perplexity of the Jaws, 

any w o have a· d 
North-C '. . ever_ iscovcre a want of good principles. 

arohnrnns if yo . . cl . . 
must b ' u icmam un er these burdens, it 

c your own faults . '11 
to all , . . . · ,-you wi stand recorded for asses 

g>!nc1at1ons 1f you cl 
it is too] t O not assert your pl'ivile()'es before 

a e to recover them. b 

' 
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It is not disloyalty, nor injurious, to girn Instructions to the 
candidates you choose, al!d take their solemn promise and obli­
gation, that they \Yill . follow those instructions. This is far 
more noble than rioting a few days in drunkenness. Assem­
·bly-men are your servants, and it is but reasonable they be 
made acc.;ountable to you for their conduct. 

Mark any clerk, lawyer or Scotch merchant, or any sett of 
men, who are connected with certain companies, callings and 
combinations, whose interests jar with the interest of the pub­
lick good.-And when th ey come to &olicit, you with invitations 
to entertainments, &c. shun them as yon would the pestilence. 
Send a man who is tlie choice of the country, and 11ot one who 
sets up himself, and is the choice of a party ; whose interest 
clashes wi_th the good of the publick. Send a christian, or a 
man l'l·liom y_ou think in your con~ciences is a. real honest 
good man ;-for this is the christi an, let his belief, as to creeds 
and opinions be what it will. . 

Bewart.> of being corrupted by flattery, for such men stut!y 
the art of managiug those springs of action within m, and 
will easily make us slaves by our own consent.,-There is more 
passions than one tha_t these men work upon ; there is drnnk­
enness, love of honom, fbttery of great men, Joye of inter('st, · 
prefmnent, or some worldly advnntage.-They, by taking 
hold of these s;_:,rings with,u us, insensibly ]l)ad us into bont!­
age. 

w·hen any man, who has much of this world, EO thnt his 
interest weighs down a great number of his poor neighbors, 
and employs that interest contrary to the principles of virtno 
nnd honesty, any person of the least discernment may see he 
is a curse to the nation. 

·when men's votes is solicited, or over-awed by some.supe­
riors, the election is not free.-Men in power and of large for-
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tunes threaten us out of our liberty, by the weight of their ' 
intcr~st. 

Norlh-Carolinians, Arn you sensible wJiat you are doing, 
when, for some small f,wour, or sordid gratification, you sell 
your votes t.o rnch as w:mt to inslave :,1our country ?-you are 
publishing to all the world, that, you are asses.-Y ou are des­
pised already by the sister colonics.-You :we hmting your 
trade; for men of publick genernus spirits, who ham for~unes 
to promote trade, are discournged from coming among you. 

You are also encouraging your own assembly-men to in­
slave you; for when they, who are elected, see that those who · 
had a right to elect them liad no concern for their trne inter.' 
est, but that they were elected by chance, or power of their 
own, or some great man's interest, such men will be the more 
rcauy to ,·ote in the assembly wi,h as much indifference abou~ 
~he interest of their constitueuls as they had in voting them 
lll. 

You may always suspect e\'cry one who overa\\'es or wanl.3 
t~ corrupt yon; the same person will load you with burdens. 
lou may easily fiud out who was tools to the governor, and 
who concurred in 1. · t bl' 

. J,i, nssem 1es to lay burdens on us, the 
edifice pa,,i11g tl t 1 • • 

• J ic roops, t 1e associates salanes &c. Send 
uot one of them ' 

ever any more; let them stand as beacons ; 
s~t ~ mark on them, that a~es to come mav hold their memo-
rie, in aLhorrence. • 

?lhy not C r 
l ' ··ii 1. •aro llla cry and utter her voice and say That 

s ie "I u:wc he bl' I . ' ' 
h~r hw -~r •r pu ,~ c accounts settled; that she \\'Ill hnve 
pay ~o ~ . . • , ail,1d officers subject to the laws,-Tltat she will 

.1xc, ut what me O' bl I . 
pay no offi, ' aorcea e to aw.-That she will 

cer nor lawyer any t . t ,. . 
That she will 1 1.1 , nore P.cs tuan the law allows. 

10 
u conferences to c It h and gi\'O th · onsu er representath·eg cm 111sll'uction- • l k • ·, · ' 

•' an, ma_ e it a condition of their 
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election, that they as e>rt their pri,•i leges in the a;sembly, 011<! 

cry aloud for appeal of all orpre ·sil'e laws. 
Finaily, hly brethren, whenercr it is in your power, lako 

care to have the house of assembly filled with good honest 
and faithful men; and encour:ige and instruct them on all • 
occ11sions: And be sure to let your elections be no expeucc to 
theui. 

* * . . 
Balaam, I confess, loved ~he w11gcs of unrighteou ncss too 

much; his conduct with the Almighty seems to have Leen 
similar to some men who ha re too strong a desire after drink, 
or to gratify ome other Ju tful pas ·ion, who will plead with 
conscience, a!Hl contriro a hundred w~ys to gain its consent.­
I hal'e heard a drnnken man say, he Lias made excu cs in him­
self to go out with his gun, and kq)t working all day in l1is 
mind, till he had got tho ti ppling hoti_e between him :rnd 
liome, when he has instan tly got in a great hurry to get home 
by the dram-shop, and nrguing, that now ho really needed one 
dram ;-has got so Llind ed by th is lime as, like Balaam, llO 

more to see the angel that stooll in his way . .. 
'\Ve generally get in a hmry of business before we can lo,o 

i;ight or get shut of our guide.-Lo, Daluam gets in great 
haste, was up early, and saddled his as~. 

AnJ no Joubt but his heart was full of the Lopes or the re­
wards, full of great expectations, ao<l perli:ips was telli1•g on.> r 
in liis mind what large sums of money he should bring liomP.

1 

and how Le shoulJ be l,onomc<l by the princes of Moab; a11d 

meditating, may be, wL~t a piouo work he wouhl put the mo11-
ey to.-The lurJ Lad g: reu him learn to go, but no Jou lit !10 
ought to have kept cool and resigned, and not l1ave got in 
1mch a huny, and filled liis mind with such proclamation~, 
that he could not see his guide that was to <lirect his stcps.­,v ell, he is so blind, Lowerer, that ~onscience was invisible to 
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liim-when on a sudden, the ass started aside, and crnshecl his 

foot again~t the wall. . 
This ass seems to re.semble the people over whom the proph­

ets are w~nt to rule, who nev~r are apt to start aside any more 
than asses, until the madness of the prophets beco~e so visible, 
that forces one now and then to reprove them, who, perhaps, 
never opened their mouths before. 

When the Lord opened the mouth of tbe ass to speak in 
human stile, one would have thought it would have frightened 
nny man almost out of his senses.-But Balaam .was not easily 
frightened, but he was for caining and killing her. 

So when any poor ass now-a-days opens her mouth in h\J.· 
man stile, or by w,iy of teaching and reproving tbe rulers, 
they use him as Balaam did his ass, c_ane him with discipline, 
nnd threaten him with excommunication as the pharisees did 
th0 man who w::s born blind. 

And Bnlaam's ass spoke much like the complaints of an en· 
slaved people.-Am not I thine ass 1 . 

Balaam had his ass salldbd mid prPp:i1cd for mounting be-
fore he got on to 1.,1·' · l'k · · · · d . . ue,-so 1 ·ew1se 1t rcqmres some pams an 
furniture to pre . l I . _. . _ paie n peop e lo bear the yoke of slavery.- n 
c11 tl ad10101strntion tl . l . . . f . . · , 1e11· genera cry 1s to mamtam courts o 
Jnst1cc.-In matte. f 1· . . • · 1s ,o re 1g1ous concern, 1t 1s nccessarv to 
barn the people , 11 d d . • \\e persua c of the 1:1gbts and importance 
of the clergy and th d' . . · 

1 
' e ll'llllty of creeds and canons of church 

es, before they •ll b . 111 su u11t to b!l mounted and ridden like asses. 

We will · 

1 
I 

now resume our narrative. The lawless 
gnnrr, who tb 1 l 
wcr~ rc•1U l~ug l t 1ey ca1lecl themselves Regulators, . 

' Y c 1sowned b" tl b d l · · some nets of , ~ le O Y, iavmg committed 
ficers with personal v10lcnce on the government of­

. a wanton . destruction of property, Tryon 
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resohreu. to consider the "·e tern pnrt of tlie colony as 
in rebellion ancl to nppre it by military force. It 
was "in vain that the more mocle1·ate and jnst intreat­
ed him to pause. before he heel the blood of these 
honest men, with whom many of the eastem inhabi­
tants. so deeply yrnpatbi eel , that the militia in some 
instance peremptorily refused to march against their 
countrymen. The Governor was ob tinate, howeYer, 
and took up his line of 1narch from the sea-coast to­
ward the west, collecting troops by the way, until on 
the evening of the Dth of 1 foy, 1771, he found him­
self' eU:campecl on the banks of the little stream, near 
the town of Hill boro?, wi th some ten or eleven lnm­
dred men; a portion of thi force was cavalry; beside 
which he had two six pounder~, and fo11r small swiY­
els. Ilere he obtained certain information which 
showed him~hat his situation was becoming critical 
and forced him to quicken his movements. Ire had 
ordered a certain portion of troops from the coast, to 
march westward by a route different from his own, 
and to make a junction with him at a point westward 
of Hillsboro', where be then was.o This detachment 
had reached the town of Salisbury on their march to 
effect the contemplated juncture, and there halted 
to recei,e a supply of' powder from Charleston. The · 
Regulators, however, intercepted the co11Yoy and de­
stroyed the powder. The commanding officer of the 
detachment then dctermin~cl to make the purposed 
junction with Tryon's troops at thq appointed rendez­
vous; but the Ilegulators opposed his progress, en­
tangled him in a skin~1i:Sh, surrounded his sm.all de-
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tachment, and took many of them prisoners. The 
co111mamler with some fow e caped to Salisbw-y. It 
rnay seem singular that in ta1..-ing the powuer p,nd in 
this skirmish, no lives were lost . . The reason was 
that the men from the east were really more fa,vor~-
1.,le to the Reg;1lators, than to the government, and 
offered but a seeming resistance. 

Kews of these matters reachecl Tryon at Ilill boro' ; 
kide ~10 was info'rmed that the R egulators were· 
gathering in lal'ge numbers, and his own men, who 
had . no wish to kill their follow-citizens in battle, 

f . ,vere rapidly dese1-ting his camp. Nothing but a 
1olll aml expellitions movement could s~ve him. 
Certain defeat awaite<l. him if he remainell where he 
was. lie immec1iate1,r, therefore, took .np his line of 
march westward, toward the enemy anu on the eve­
Hing of ~he Hth of May, pitched 1'1is 'camp on the 
hm~k~ of the Alamance. Tims far the ordinary his­
tories agree; 1nt the rcsitlue of the story is toltl dif-
fcrentlv bv Y·11·1·0• ·1s , · : t 1 · 1 · l 11 
, J J , L ,11 ers, am 1s c en v:et o·enera y 
ll'~lll the statements of the Governor and 1Js aclher­
t•nts. But oue 0rdwo, whose lot it w,i.s to 1..'"llow a.nu 
hlk with I f' · • ' . ' neu o mtegnty who were in the battle of 
·~lamance have <lone justice to the R egulators. I 
l- ial1l tell the story aceor(ling to my belief of the 
trnt 1 "ftcr J .· 1 . 

' " im mg mace personally a survey of the ~rouncl •1nd 1 1 • 1 . i;:des. ' ' l 
11 Y wcig ung the testimony on both 

As to the Ueo- l t . l . 
to tl . tiu a 01 1>, t iey were men accustomed ic nso of the rift l 1 
conmgc. Lu~ , . ~, am ).)' no means deficient in 

... , "except in tlte two pal'ticulars of br~ve-
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ry ancl skill as sharp-shooters, they hacl none of the 
qualifications of soldiers. They know nothing of dis­
cipline, had no commander-in-chief, wore not even 
organiz:ed ancl officered in divi ions for battle, had no 
cavalry, and many of them Lael 'neYer seen a piece of 
artillery. Two old Scotchmen, who had been pri­
vate in the BritiJ1 army, lfere probably the only 
men among them who had eyer eon powder burned 
in a. battle field. They know· that 'l'i-yon was corning: 
some among them thought there ,rnnld be fighting, 
and moulded their bullet · and then placing ·in their 
hunting pouches as much po,n ler and lead as they 
usually took on a. hunting mq edition, ·with rifle in 
hand, went out to join their countrymen. Ot,hers 
again, with no other -nmmnnition than that within 
their guns, went out believi11'• that, on conference, 
matters would be amicnbl. adjusted withont blood­
shed; while yet a third cla s actually left their weap­
ons at home, because tl1ey suppo, ed, that being un­
armed, tJ1e Goveruor " ·onld more rentlily enter into 
negotiations. Ilnt nlns ! they little knew the temper 
and disposition of Wlliiam Tryon. , , · 

The number of tl1ose pre cnt was large, probably 
two thousand; but of the~e not more t.han half werc 
a.rmecl, and a, majority certainly di<l not expect blootl 
would be she<l. The general supposition "·ns that 
the display of numbers merely wonld induce the 
Governor to pause, and enter into negotiatiomt As 
a proof that these men "·ere not !lellitiom;, and had 
no de ire beyond that of peaceably obtaining relief 
from opprc~sion, we may refer to the fact that though 
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Tryon rca~lied the Alamance and encamped on it on 
the evening of the 14th, yet on the 15th, the Regula­
tors, instead of an immediate attack on him, sent a 
messenger to the Governor, with a petition that he 
would redress their grievances, and de iring his an­
swer within four hours. Ile sent back the messenger 
with a promise to ret.mn an ~nswer by noon of the 
1Gth. They believed h.im, and waited patiently for 
that answer. By break of day on the morning of the 
lGth, Tryon marched in perf~ct silence toward the 
Regulators, leaving his t ents standing, and bis bag­
gage wagons with the horse:; ready harnessed for use, 
in his camp, 11ncler the protection of a guard. When 
he came within half a mile of the R egulators, who 
were in one extendecl line, so.me with arms and some 
without, and so unsuspieio11s of an attack that the 
young men in some parts of the line were actually 
wrestling antl otherwise amusing themsel ves ; the 
Governor formed his line of battle in two ranks, with 
'·he cannon in the centre of the front line. There 

re wis.e and good men who, though they sympa­
setl ":1th the Regulators, were not of their number, 
i these too were on the O'ronnd in the hope of 
] ' b l 

. ,a ,mg peace and preventing bloodshed. Among 
the~e was the Rev. Dr. Caldwell: many· of the Regu­
lators, youn~ and old, helonged to his spiritual charge. 
On the evemng of the 15th, he had an interview with 
Tryon in his earn . l 1 . d P, anc on t 1e next clay he passe , 
to and fro three 1 t· . 
, d . ' · severa nnes between the parties, 
an obtmned from tl G . 
l 1 le overnor a solemn promise 

t 1at 1e woul<l. not fi . 
ue upon the Regulators, u~1til he 

. 
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had fairly exhausted negotiation in the effort to ter­
minate matters by an amicable adjustment~ Bis 
statement of this promise to the Regulators undoubt­
edly lulled the greater part of them, for a time, into 
a false seclll'ity. They were not liars themselves, and 
they naturnlly supposed a royal Governor would tell 
the tri1th. On the last visit of the worthy clergy­
man, Tryon, without the slightest attempt at the 
promised 1~egotiation, sent back an answer to the pe­
tition of the clay before : that answer was that he 
would grant them no terms but those of uncondition­
al submission. With this message Dr. Caldwell was 
permitted to return, and while he was communica­
ting it an event occurred in Tryon's camp which 
brands him with undying infamy, and brought on 
the battle. Among other peaceful men who passed 
to and fro in the good work of conciliation, was Rob­
ert Thompson, a man deservedly beloved and respect,. 
eel for his irreproachable character. He was without 
arms, and was not . one of the Regulators. At all 
events, he was then and there a peace-maker. Soon 
after Dr. Caldwell had left, this man attempted to go 
back to his coup.trymen, and upon being p_revented, 
merely remarked, that "as he had come in peaceably 
he had a right peaceably to return," when Tryon, 
without other provocation, snatched a gun from the 
h'ands of a soldier near him, and himself deliberately. 
shot him, before any battle had commenced. Con­
scious that he had violated ·good faith in this murder, 
and apprehensive of consequences, he immediately 
sent out a white flag: many of the Regulators did 

. 3 



3_4 RE,VOLUTIONARY IDBTORY . OF · N. CAROLIN.A. 

not know what it ~eant, and tho~1gh told by; one of 
the two old Scotch soldiers not to fire on it, were·.so 
r~used by the wanto{J. 'butchery of Thompson, and the 
1rross violation of · his promise ·by Tryon, that they 
levelled their rifles a.nil the flag of truce felt The 
Governor .immediat~ly co~manded his men to :fire. · 
They se~med indispoqed to o_bey ; tlie truth was tha-t 
they did. not wish to shed the blood of their feHow• 
citizens. It was a critical moment for the . Governor; 
yielding to a temper which ·he never =had under much 
control, he rose in his stirrups, and in a voice of min­
gled rage and desperation he called on them to fire 
upon the Regulators or upon ·him. Some few ven·. 
tnred to obey his· order to fire, and then the volley 
came from the line, Dt. Caldwell ·having barely ti.me 
to escape from between the parties before the 
4iseharge. The blood of the Rcgulat~rs was now 
rous.el~, and men who had come there with peaceful 
ip.tenhons, would not stand by, indifferent spectators 
of S\1ch :J. .scene. Immediately after the volley, the 
1egulators who had neither discipline nor recognised 

ude:-s, adovted the Indian mode of warfare and 
Jtaking the'.nselves behind the trees, their rifl;s be· 

jun to tdl w~tl:). deadl_y effect : they had their enemies 
.on£~e road ~n the open plain•, where they presented 
-~ air ,ll)art, a:nd so r.apid were their discharges, that 

fi yon_s troops had eno~1gh to do in returnino- their 
re without maki th h d b ' 

their · • ng e ~?ar ous attempt to change 
the fi~~:1~;:1, b 111e cannon opened immediately after 
l , ut except on the first a d d a· 

.~ iarg.es, probably with but iittle ~ n secon IB· 
. , .cue.ct, as the Regu• 
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lators were protected by the trees, and evidently had 
the best of the battle. In this state of things, Tryon 
sent out another flag of truce which was shot down 
in utter ignorance of what it meant. It probably was 
the precursor to negotiation for the Governor found 
that he was likely to lose the field. When the flag 
fell, the firing commenced again, and the government 
troops unable to withstand the sure rifles of the Reg­
ulators, fell back from their position, about a hundred 
yards, leaving their cannon unprotected. Immedi­
ately some of tho young men rushed forward and 
seized the pieces; bnt when possessed of them, .they 
had no ammunition suited to them, nor did they know 
how either to work them or spik~ them; for the 
latter, probably they had no implement.s prepared: 
but they bad driven the enemy.from them and they . 
were not further used in the battle. No less than 
sixteen men bad been killed by one rifleman around 
these cannon. He with three others bad taken a po­
sition near the artillery; here they were protected by 
a large tree and ledge of rocks. Half the artillery 
was directed against them to dislodge them, but with­
out effect. Pugh, for such was the rifleman's name, 
fired every gun while the other three loaded for him. 
At length they were smTotmded, and Pugh was made 
prisoner while the rest escaped. But at last the am­
mm1ition of the Regulators began to fail, and as this 
happened, they retired until only a small body was 
left. The government troops then advanced to sur­
round them, but f'ttmiliar as they were with the coun­
try, the ·g~eatcr part of them made tMir escape. 
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Some fifteen or sixteen, however, wer~ mad~ pris?~-

d 
· dedtbebattleofthe Alamance, m wluch 

ers, an so en ' f 
the O'overnment troops sustained fa'r more loss o men 

b 

than the Regulators. 
And now, I would that this were all the story. But 

there is tbat yet to tell, w~ich l1~s caused the name_ of 
Tryon to be loaded with execration~, and remernbexed 
with detestation in North Carohna. Left on the 
battle ground, and therefore claiming a victory, Tryon 
the next day issued a proclamation offering p~rdon t~ 
all, if within five days, they would come mto lns 
camp, and take the oath of allegiance. Many con:· 
plied, for they never intended to disclaim. their alleg1- . 
ance to the crown. :But we nrnst pm-ticularly call at­
tention to a part of the oath he 2,dmiuistered, because of 
its bearing on the future history. o1' the State. They 
were swor~, "never to be3:r arms against the Ring i 
but to take up arms for him if called upon." . 

The reader will ~ee presently the consequence _of 
this in Mecklenburg. After he felt secme, this miser· 
able and unprincipled tyrant, made an ostentatious 
p~ade of himself and -his army in the upper towns, 
with the few wretched prisoners he had made accom· 
panying h:m in chains to grace his triumph: Pres·· 
ently he reacl1ed Hillsboro' on his return to the East, 
nnd here he paus_ed long enough t? glut his revenge; 
for here he tried his prisoners. :Before, however, t11is 
solemn mo:kery of justice, he had proceeded on the 
very evenmg of the battle, without . form of Jaw 
or even trial, to add to the butchery of.Thompson the 
murde1· of another victim. This was an unfortu~ate 
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being nn.ineclFew. Oppression and cruel wrong had 
d"epri ved the poor creature of his reason. H e was a 
carpenter by trade, and owned a small property 
which, with his parents, brothers and sisters he occu­
pied. Ile was not merely, like the rest of his coun­
trymen, oppre eel by the officials of the government, 
but one of Tryon's proud minions had injured him 
more d~eply still, by ruining the woman to whom he 
was betrothed. A modern historian, indeed, in tho 

, charitable endeavor to palliate, gently i~sinuates that 
this is but a tradition, and may not be true. Aye, but 
i t is one of those traditions which burn themselv.~s in 
upon the recoll~ctions of a whole people. The writer 
has lived on the spot where James Few lived; he has 
talked with men who were the contemporaries of _ 
James F ew ; and th~ tradition of his wrongs is spread 
over a lar o·e area, and has been preserved by many 
hundreds. The man was crazed by the occurrence; 
he brooded over it until he fancied that God had made 
him an avenger of human wrongs, and wrote to one 
of the Regulators that " he was sent by heaven to 
relieve the world from oppression ; and that he was 
to begin in North Carolina." This paper fell into 
Tryon's hands, and so did the unhappy writer of it; 
he was taken prisoner at the battle, and on the eve­
ning of the same day, without a trial, William Tryon 

· hung this poor victim of insanity, whom even a North 
American savage would have left unharmed, as a be­
ing from whom the Great Spirit claimed protection 
from every man. 

But this was not all. Tw,elve other prisoners were 
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tried at Hillsboro' on a chru·ge of high treason, and 
· six of them were condemned to death. The good 
clergyman ~hom I before mentioned, Dr. Caldwell, 
left his home to testify to their characters, and. to in­
te:ced~ as _a minister of mercy in their behalf. . ~e 
failed in his benevolent effort but he did not fail m 
st~n.ding by these poor victi~s, and in ministering 
spmtual comfort. and aid to their souls, until, as to 
them, tl1e scene closed in death. As to Tryon, in the 
whole ~roceeding, he showed that he had neither the 
generosity of a soldier the dicrnity of a gentleman, 
the humanity f ' 6 h · 
• :: ' 

0 
a man nor the feelin o-s of a c ns-tian In th l ' 0 " 

ert d th e anguage of one of our writers, .he ex-liv: of ~hwhole influence of his character against the 
. d l ese people ; for as soon as he was told that , an l1l u O'ence · f ' ' h 

court to tw f 
O 

one day had been granted by t e 0 0 
them t 1 · ho actu-ally established tl , . o senc for witnesses, w . · . · 

he sent one of hi~ei: innocence and saved then· lives, 
General to . aids to the Judges and Attorney­
with theii• in:ct

1
~

1
nt them that he was dissatisfied 

nnfavorably '. c :ity, and threatened to represent them 10
~n I ' 'th more spirit and d'g and" if they did not proeeed WI 

On th d ispatch ,, e ay of . 
paraded and ll d execution he had the whole army 
troops, and aU \ht ai·nis. The arrangement of the 
spectacle, iVei• , e details of the shocking and sad 
self. E:e eve: lefulated and superintended by him-· 
Well might on se ected the spot for the gallows.­
commenting aft e of ~ 01th Carolina's best patriots, 
" the g etward tl t 0

vernota '. on the transaction, say, rn 
b:linllt t· t e and personal atten 10n o 
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these particulars, left a ridiculous idea of his charnc• 
ter behind, bearing a strong resemblance to that of' 
an undertaker at a funeral." 

But some of these poor victims,' humble as they 
were in station, (for not one was a leader among the 
Regulators) were loyal, brave and pious. I onee lived 
where the spot on which these men suffered met my 
eye ev~ry day; and ~any a pilgrimage have I made 
to the place, and there pondered on their fate. It 
was sad, very sad; but I thought that God who can 
overrule all man's wickedness, even to his own high 
purposes, had brought good out of this great wrong. 
He had made the flower of freedom grow out of the 
tmf that covered these men's graves; and from every 
hillock, came a voice to their countrymen which, four 
years afterward they remembered: an~l the voice said 
"ye see here the tender mercies of :m oppressive 
government to your murdered countrymen," and then 
the people said, it were better for them to die like 
men in· ove1·tli1•owirig such a government, than to bo 
hung like dogs for coniplaining of it: and so they 
swore, God being their helper, that they would be 
free :-and THEY ABE FREE. 

But before we leave this part of the subject, we 
must tell a story or two connected with the execution 
of these men : it will then be seen how the seeds of 
the after revolution were sown in the hearts of their 
countrymen. It will be remembered that the 1·ifle­
man Pugh, who in the battle dealt oi1t death so sure­
ly to the artillerists, was a prisoner. He was one of 
the victims. When placed under the gallows, he 
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asked permission of the Governor to speak he was 
told th t h • . ' a e might have , one half l1om· for that 
purpose. .He was perfectly calm, and even dj <>"ni:fied; · 
not am 1 , o 

use e quivered, nor a nerve shook. Ile be-
fan Y saying that he bad long, as he hoped and be- · 1 

eveldc' been prepared to meet his God in another · 
wor th t I . . 
h ' a 1~ was therefore not afraid to die: that 

e had no 1 
d ac cnowledgments of wron<>" to make, no par on t o 

to hi O ask for what he liad done; then turning 
blooi countrymen, he told them that he was sure his 
ere 1 Would be as seed ·sown on good ground, and tliat 

ongthe . . H 
then l' • Y Would see 1t produce an hundred fold. e 
and tbecapi_tnlated briefly the oppressions of the people 
ed tha:t~auses which had led to the late conflict, assert· 
fore the ~e Regulators lia,cl taken the life of no man be· 
ing niore ~~t1e counnencecl; and that t'hey sought noth• 
Re then t an the lawful redress of their grievances. 
havino-b .lU'lled to the governor and charged him with 

t, lOllo-ht . 1 ' 
stead oft 1 •. 

6 an army there to murder the peop em-
a ,1no- 'tl h . d against a ti 81 es with them, ashes ould have one, 

to Pllt aw swai·ni of dishonest officers; he advised him 
the frien/Y froni him his corrupt favorites, and to be 
and hel'e 

0
~ the people whom he was sent to govern; 

of those 'r:said he, (pointing to Ji'anning,) here is one 
At h U'ltoft · , • t ese , 1 es, utterly unfit to be m authority:-
nal Vo1•ds th · · · . ' , and tl e denounced m1mon gave the sig-
111 death b

1
~ fiuther fearless denunciation was·husbed 

_Aiiothere Ol'e the allotted half hour had expired. 
6til! h case h · 1 tak · -Q.e '\ras ' t, at ·of Messer, -was more melancho y 

en Pl'iso Uctwe as a regulator, and having· been 
ne1•w 

as to have been hung the day after 
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the battle. His wife h:win()' heard of his intended 
0 

fate, early the next mornirw hastened to her hnsb:uid 
to see the last of him on ea~th, and took with her, her 
son a child of ten years old. She threw herself on 
the ground before Tryon and implored him but in 
vain. The preparations were almo t completed, and 
the fatal moment had well nigh come ; the heart 
broken wife wa lying on the ground, her face hid­
den in her hands, her boy weepino· over her, when 
suddenly the child, leaving his mother, stepped up to 
Tryon and asked him to licvng liim, and let Ms fath e1· 
iive. Tryon demanded of the child who had instructed 
him to act as he did. The answer of the boy was "no 
boiltiJ." "What," said Tryon, "is the reason you make 
this reque t 1 " "Because," answered the child with 
tear , "if you hang my father, my mother will die, 
and all the children will perish:" Even Tryon was 
touched with the earnestness nncl simplicity of the 
boy, and promised him that his father should not be 
bung on tlwt day. But he hung him afterwards in 
Hillsborough. 

And with the remark that it was this same Tryon 
who was transferred soon after to the colony of New 
York, and became Governor there, and who with cir­
curost:mces of wanton cruelty blll'necl Danbury and 
Fairfield ; we leave the subject of the Regulation 
War and the field of Alamance. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

In consenting to the preserrntion of the following 

lecture in a permanent form, the author owes it to 
himself to say, that it was prepared on a very short 
notice, and indee<l, in such intervals of leisure as 

could be snatched from the duties of two days only. 
It was not possible, in the delivery of it, to interrupt 
the continuity of the narrative by a reference to au­
thorities. Ile therefore takes this occasion to state the 
sources of his information, and to do justice to those 
who have written on some of the topics presented in 
the lecture. From the R ev. Mr. :Foote's sketches of 
North Carolina, and the Rev. Mr, Carruther's life ofDr. 

Caldwell, he gathered the 'picture of the co11ntry and 
its iinhabitants in the opening portion of the lecture. 
To these, however, he added his o",·n personal knowl­
edge. More than once had he tnisersed the region 
designated, in its length and breadth; many of his 
college friends were from this 1;egion, und from them, 
even in his boyhood, had he learned the churacteristics 
of the people before he visited their country, an,d an 

intimacy, continued to this day, with some of the lead­

ing gentlemen of the West, had made him no stran­
ger to either the homes or the habits of his country-

. ~~ 
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men, from Hillsborough t~ the mountains of Tennessee. 
·1ur. Foote, however, has bestowed gTeat labor in his 
researches, and preserved a vei;y large amount of 
information, for which every Carolinian will thank 

him. He who would have the best picture of the 
"Scotch I1ish" pioneers will certainly find it in his 
~vork, and that of Mr. Carruthers. 

The anecdote of the Alex::mdei· family, and that of 
tl1e mo~her of General Jackson, are both derived 
from Mr Fo t b .-

• 
0 e. As to the former of t ese stones, 

I ~u~ht ~1owever to add that the descend_ants of Lord 
Stirlmrr 1u a ,1 • 

• t:> 'llu near N cw y ork have told me, smce 
the lecture w , d . ' · . 

. as elwerccl that Mr. FQ.ote was m er· ror in snppo ·· . ' 
b f 

st
ng lus-Lordship to be one of the mem· ers o the fu ·1 

A t 1 mi Y alluded to in his work. 
s o t 1e pr· , · k 

lcnbur d incipal topic of the lecture :.' the Mee ·-
g cclarati ,, . 1 

theme. I h 011
; 1t was by no means a _nove 

ad exa . . . . l fi_.. nrticlc of ti · ' 1111ncd and discussed 1t mt 1e r0• 
le first 11 • • ,, 

ns far back . . tnuber of" the New York Review, 
,ts the ,. l · · d were tlie p . J ear 1836 The aut 10r1ties use 1·1nted . . 

the pamphl State documents of North Carolina, 
ct Pnb}i l . 

pre.scr\'e tlt" 8 1ed by order of the legislature to " tesr . 
pape~ found llno11y, "Jones' defence," and private 

n111ona- l . 
cesto1-s. o t 1e manuscripts of my own an-

Nc1.0 \,- F L H .( ork J . . . , ltn 
• e 1, 1853. 



-~gt 
ittthltnhurg ~ttlatatinn 

of 
~ n b t ~ t n b r iu t . 

He is a bad man who is ashamed of nn honest par­
entage, because it was poor and humble. He is no 
better who is ashamed of his country, because its his­
tory records few or none of the bloody triumphs c,f 
ambition, but tells the i::imple story of a people's un­
obtrusive prog1:ess in civilization and homely comfort .. 
I am sorry for the n:nm, who, if his countrymen be 
frank and honest, docs not love his country. '1110 
Historical-Society has placed me before you to-night., 
because it has been disappointed in the attendance of 
one who, I doubt not, were he. present, would enter­
tain you more than I fear I shall. But I am here­
nnd here to speak for a Society whose chosen pursuit 
is History. It is fit then, met.hinlcs, that I should 
seek for my subject in History. But it is an Ameri-

, can Society. This, then, narrows my range of choice 
to American history; and I should but poorly repn.y 
either the partiality or the 'expectation which may 

<•1r). 
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have brought so~e of yon here to-night, if I did not 
spea!c of that part of American history which I have 
studied most, and kno,v best That, then, you will 
say, IDl'.

8~.probably be· the history of that part of the 
Repubhc--111 which you were born and reared. Even . 
so-~iy theme is North Carolina. A.II I have to tell, 
too, 1s a very · 1 f J • "d t • 1 sunp e story of some o t 10 mc1 en s 
m ier career I l , ,. 
tl · co not think you all know them, 1or 1e career of 11.T • I 
bt . .1., orth Carolina has been smgular y un-o -r11s1ve rn d · , . · 

• ' 
0 est and c1uiet and her true history yet rem::uns to b . . , ' . 

~ e Wntten · and I may as well candidly con1ess, that 
1 

, 
colle t d w 1at I am about to tell you, has' been 

c e to th t d' 
effort rn ~ end. I hope that my unpreten mg ay serve t • 

But anoth O interest you. 
er · 1 · there is motive has prompted my se ect10n; 

a moral t . . . If 
·at the clus . 0 my story which will develop 1tse 
dents 1'n Ce. I have but se'lected from certain inci-arol' 
are mernorabI ~a ~1istory, and there are three whicJ1 
Carolina ti e · Ji\rst, It was on- the shores of North 
A . lat the -a • • . . d . 

lUerica. ·s -1-llst En()'lish colony was plante Ill 
h ' . econa O 

• • I 
t e troops of I , The first blood shed m battle wit 1 

the principle tie English Government, in support of 
blood ot' ~ 01.:h~f the . .American Revolution, was the 
Was 

0n the 8 •1 Carolinians and the fost battle-field r ti 01 f , ' 
la on of Ind 

O 
that State: Third, The first Decla­

t iesu C l epend d . f 
tl · 0 onie ence ever promulgate m any o 

ian a " s, ca-,,., 0 1· . -
4 1 "ear b fi ' ..,,e from North- aro nu ans, more 
'Tt~!6· e ore the National Declaration of July ,r ith tho . 

not tro b first t 
u le You "-'o particulars I have named, I shall 

• ' though the story is o.ne full of sad-
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dening interest. It will, I fear, consume too much of 
your time before I can dispose of the last only. And · 
now, without further preface, I begin my story. 

But correctly to understand that story, it is neces-
. sary you should know s6mcthing of the country and 

its hardy' inhabitants. . The passenger who at this 
day travels southwarclly over the customary routes, 
sees little of North Carnlina, save her hills of sand, 
and forest of pine. Struck with her seeming poverty, 
he is glad to cross her boundaries, and is apt, in the 
-re.trospect, to cry, "All is barren." li'or nearly one 
hundred miles from her present sea-coast, the land 
has evidently been formed by the retrocession of the 
ocean from its ancient limits, leaving exposed a sandy 
surface, which, in the lapse of time, has now and 
then presented spots of fertility; formed mostly on 
her water courses, by the alluvial deposits of the 
rivers. But westward of the ancient boundary of 
the sea, for an extent of more than three hundred 
miles, even to the eastern border of Tennessee, there 
exists a very different region. Commencing with an 
agreeable diversity of hill and dale, spread out over 
a fertile soil, and still, in many portions, covered with 
the magnificent old forest, it stretches away to the 
west, its hills gradually swelling more and more into 

. mountains, until its remoter portions present, in all 
directions, scenes of wild grandeur and sublimity, 
and you are at last cm bosomed in a region which has 
been well termed the Switzerland of North America. 

The middle and western parts of North Carolina 
were settled almost entirely from the north of Ire-

4 -
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land. The emigrants were Presbyterians ip- religion, 
and belonged to that class usually known as "Scotch­
.Irish." In the reign of James I. of England, the 
Earls of-Tyrone and Tryconnell, in the northern part 
of Ireland, having conspired' against the government 
~vere obliged to fly from the kingdom. · This led to a 
forfeiture of their estates, and 500,000 acres were 
thus escheated to ·the crown. James filled t~ese ~­
cheated lands with new settlers, derived mostly froin 
the Protestants of the ,vest of Scotland. Hence the 
name of "Scotch-Irish." It was from this stock tlrnt · 
the Carolina immigrants came. They reached the 
place of their settlement by two different avenues of 
approach; the one portion came into America by the 
Delaware river, landing at Philadelphia; the other 
first touched our shores at Charleston in South Caro-
l. ' ma. These latter struck at once into the fertile for-
ests of the upper country, and approached their fu­
ture home from the south· the others occupied :first 
the desirable localities in 'Pennsylvania, east of the 
All_eghanies, until- finding need of increased room for 
then· numbers, they passed down first into Virginia, 
and _then into Carolina, and met the wave of irnrni· 
gration from the South. The line of their settlements 
a~r?ss the whole State, from North Carolina to Yir­
gitlma, n,ay readily be traced on the hio-h road leading 

irou"h the vill f Cl 1 i:, Lexi O ages O 1ar otte, Concord, Salisbury, 

t ngton, Greensborough and Milton to the head· 
wa ers of th n , 
fix tl . .0 ~oanoke. It is somewhat difficult to 
was 1ehprec1se date at which they began to come; it 

, owever not . ~" d' ' vety 1ar 1stant from the year 
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1730, though the ingre s did not become rapid before 
1750. There is, however, much less of uncertainty 
in speaking of the features of the country, and .the 
character of the people. As to the first, the features 
of the country, they are singularly beautiful. At 
the time of which we speak, its aspect was not pre­
cisely what it now is; large prairies, ove1; which wav­
ed a luxuriant growth of grnss, then occupied ground 
on which may now be seen thrifty forests. These 
were between the Yadkin and Catawba rivers, and 
afforded im'men e grazing grounds to herds of tame 
cattle. The streams were often bordered by the cane­
brake, within which, the game found food and shel­
ter; and by the ide of them, or on the edge of the 

. prairie, the smoke went up from the rude chimney of 
the pioneer's log cabin. Sometimes the hut lifted its 
humble head from the dale, and, seated on the sun­
ny side of the hill, surrounded with the evidences of 
culture, . it toltl, in an unpretending way, its little 
story of homely comfort and quiet seclusion . . The 
busy wife and rosy-cheeked children were there full 
of life, while the father wa.s on the strenms, or over 
the hills, or perchance, up among the for distant 
mountains, providing by the pleasant toil of the hun­
ter for those whom he loved. .A.t first, the log cabins 
which betokened civilization, stood often in solitary 
seclusion. Eight, ten, :fifteen miles, were deemed 
distances that constituted quite a near neighborhood; 
but scattered as were the people, there was an arti­
ficial feature in the landscape, which showed itself 
from the beginning. If yon sought it, in some spot 
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, most convenient to all, you were sme to £nd the 
meetiiw l10use for the worship of God. · It was, of 
~ourse,

0

at first, an humble st.ructme of logs, bmied 
in the deep stillness of the forest, where it might be 
overshadowed· by the brave ·old trees; and n_ear it 
was commonly to be found, in some shaded little. dell, 
or bursting from the hillside near the lmarled roots 
of some king of the forest that canopied it, the full 
and gushing fountain: • of water that nature bas pro­
Yiclecl. Even to this day, the mouldering ruins ancl 
foundations of some of these rustic temples remain, 
while near them rise the more imposing a:nd modern 
edifices of brick to supply their places ; and _around 
them, protected commonly · by a stone ,•mil, are the 
feen mounds and hillocks of the grnv~yards, where 

the :i:ude forefathers of the hamlet slee1)." .They 
are pre~erved from desecratio~ with pious care ; ancl 
wandermg over them, the eye falls oil some rudely 
sculptured memorial, which, while it tells the cus­
!0m~ry tale of sorrow, has doubtless served also, in 
its tune, "to t~ach the mstic moralist how to die.2' 
But I have much before me, fo the story I have to 
tell and I must l h h 1 

· now eave t e land to speak of t 0 

people. The most prominent featme in their general 
character was th · t . . . . 
'I] ' e m ens1ty of then· religious feeling. 

iey seem to h · d h . 1 :rr·-i· · . ave umte t e impulsive ardor of t 10 1
~ 1, with the kee d 1 . • 
d 1 · n an coo mtellectual perception 

an s 1rewdnc f h d 
th th ss o t e Scotch. The one tempere e o er. the . 
sam t· ' _Y were emmently zealous and at the 

e nne eminent! · ' 
derstand a sub" Y practical. They chose to un· 

Ject first, no matter whether it -were 
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religious or civil liberty, nnd when the mintl once 
apprehended what they thought to be true and right, 
they threw them elves into the support of it with 
body and soul. They were ns stern enthusiasts as 
·the old Oovenanters, but they knew better the grounds 
of their entlrnsiasm. 

Next, as you might naturally expect from such 
people, they were daringly ornve, women as well as 
men. There is an amusing and authentic anecdote 
related of the emigration of a conspicuous family 
from Ireland, which may serve to illustrate this trait. 
The family alluded to, was that of ALEXANDER. All 

preparations were made for their emlmrlrntion to our 
shores. . They had suffered oppression, and their min­
isters in Ireland had been imprisoned and interdicted 
from performing religious ceremonies. On the eve 

. of their departure, before trusting themselves to the 
perils of the-sea, they sent to Scotland for their old 
minister, under whose teachings they had lived 'be-

, fore their removal to Ireland, to come and baptize 
their children, and give them his parting ben.ediction. 
The old man ca.me ; they and their effects were all on 
hoard the vessel, and the day before sailing, a sol­
emn religious service was hel<l in the ship, at which 
the old minister officiated. At the close, armed men, 
who had been on the watch, came on board, seized 
the minister and lodged him in prison to await furth­
er punishment. As night approached, the old rnati'on 
of the family summoned around her all the men of 
the Ar.EXANDEit race, old and young, who were on 
board, and thus addressed them : " :Men, gang ye 
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awa', tak our minister out o' the jail, and tak him 
wi' us, good soule, to Ameriky." It was enough; 
the men had never disobeyed her in their lives . . Be­
fore morning the minister was on board, and the ' . ,essel was on the seas. Fortunately for the mimster, 
he was an old bachelor, and very cheerfully acquiesc­
ed, probably consi~ering it a leading of Providence; 
and t~ey all 1anded here in this om goodly city, and 
one of the descendants of one of the men who thus 
landed was WILLIAM ALEXaNDER, Lord ~TIRLING, one 
of the Generals in the war of the Revolution. 

Another i~~ident, though of later date, may also 
here be mentioned as illustrative of female hei·oism 
of tho. loftiest kind. Amono• those who formed a 

b 

part of the settlement during the revolutionary strug-
gle was a poor widow, who havino- buried her hus­
band, ~as le~ in poverty, with the task upon her 
hands of rearmg three sons; of these the two eldest, 
ere Ion O' fi 11 · 1. ' 

o, e lil tue cause of their country and she 
struO'O'led o 'th l ' d 

oo n '\VI he youngest as best she coul · • 
AfftCer 

th
e fall of Charleston, and the disastrous defeat 

0 ol. Buford of v· · · b . · . . ' irguua, y Tarleton perrmss10n "as O'Jven to som fi ' 
• 

0 
• e our or five American females to ;:t;- ~ecehssari~s and provisjons, and administer some 

1·1e o ~ e prisoners confined on board the prison-
s ip and in the J'ail f Oh 1 , 
one of tl 1 · s O ar eston. This widow was 1e Yo nnteers Q th' Sl was nd1 'tt d . . n is errand of mercy. ie 
rors of UPI t~l Witlnn the city, an.cl bravino- the hor-

es I cnce 1 l o • 
lier lnunbl ' e~p oyec herself to the extent of 

e n1cuns 111 all . t' f' 
ferin!!'S of l . ' • evia mg the deplorable su -

o ior countrym Sl d 
en. teknew what she bn 
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to encounter before she weqt; but, notwithstanding, 
went bravely on. Iler message of humanity having 
been fulfilled, she left Charleston on her return; but, 
alas ! her e:Kposure to the pestilential atmosphere she 
had been obliged to breathe, had planted in her sys­
tem the eeds of fatal disease, and ere she reached 
her home, she sank under an attack of prison fever, 
a brave martyr to the canso of humanity and patri­
otism. That dying mother, "ho now rests in an 
unknown grave, thus left her only son, the sole sur­
vivor of his farnjly, to the world's charity; but 
little clid she dream as death closed her eyes, the 
future of the orphan boy :- that son became the 
President of thls free Republic; for that widow 
was the mother of Andrew Jackson. It was a­
mong these people that he learned th;t love of 
libe1•ty, which formed a third conspicuous character­
istic of these brave emigrants. Everything in their 
position conspired to foster this trait of character. 
They were far removed from the settlements on the 
Atlantic, and felt but little either of government 
patronage or power. West of them, and indeed, 
among them, were the savages, while, in the scatter­
ed settlements, north and south of them, they met 
those who had been trained in the same school as 
themselves. Their country was beautiful, their cli­
mate salubrious, their physical wants we}l supplied, 
they roamed at will over the hills and. through t~e 
valleys with the never foiling rifle, and the dog for 
compai~ions; they breathed the fresh air of ~od, and 
drank of his living streams of water around them, 
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and walked with elastic and untrammelled step over 
the turf he had made fo~· them; and born upon the 
soil, as most of them were at the time of which we 
are about to speak, they felt that it ,, a their country 
and home, and that they were free. No newspaper 
came at that day to tell them what was doing in the 
busy world without; they, in fact, lived more under 
the paternal direction of their spiritua1 instructors, 
than under the control of the Colonial Government. 
And these guides ~ere worthy of the place they fille~: 
they were educated men, they established schools for 
their children, they taught the people faithfully, they 
were universally venerated, because they were un· 
spotted in character, their opinions settled what was 
right ancl wrong, and no men better understood the 
principles of rational liberty. The people .lmew but 
little of any portion of the Colonial Government, 
save that which was brought to their lmowledge by 
th: pres~nce of the tax-gatherer; but ~hey cheerfully 
paid theu· ta_xcs, (even long after they became unjust 
nnd oppressive) because they had been taught that 
the support of Government was a duty. "\Vhen the 
fin~l struggle came, every one of these spiritual 
gm<les, to a man, was on the side of a.u oppressed 
People· s f l · 

' ome O t 1em bore arms and their voices • 
sent out among these hardy mou~taineers with the 
ctlleatrth, full swell of a trumpet's ton~, the ~entiment, 

in c cause of . t' 1 f' 
G d d ta 1011a freedom was the cause o 

o an humanit r Th . . 1 
b t tl ) · ese men were not of my fa1t 1, u icy were 
b my countrymen and palsied forever e my tonn-nc wh . ' 

b en 1t refuses to yield a just tribute 
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to men like these, who feared God, and loved thei1· 
conntry. :Yut I must ha ten on to my stol'y, and let 
that exhibi~ the charactel'i tic tl'aits of these people. 

I mu t a:cik you to imagine yonrselvcs up arno'11g 
the hills and valler of "hich I have been tolliug 
you, an~ to fancy yonrsel,~s, on a pleasant Spring 
morning of 17'75, in tho village of Charlotte, in the 
coun ty of Mecklenburg. It is obvious that from 
some can e there has been brought toget.l1er a large 
assemblage, and that an unu nal excitement proYails. 
You are among the same Scotch-L-ish of whom I told · 
you before. I t i a busy scene. In yonder group 
may be ob orved some of the clergy with deep oar­
nestne:cis speaking to the grail' hail'ecl men arouu1l 
them, "ho drink m with gl'eedy cars all that is utter-

. ed; while. on the outskirts of tho circle, the sober 
matrons and the yom1g " ·omen staml, hearkening 
with breathless interest to what is passing. Y omler, 
again is another knot, of those who are in milklle age, 
and as each one leans on his rifle, or poises it on 
his shoulder, he is taking in what is falling front some 
influential indivi'clual, whose dress betokens a position 
in the higher class of that secluded community. And 
yet again another group appears of young and Yigor­
ous men, whose ,iolqnt gesticulations, and cm~ncst 
tones among thernseh·es, show that the subject "·ltich 
so agitates them is one of ·no common interest. Pres­
ently, at intervals, they pause, and then may be heanl 
human tones as in reading, and then again break 
forth voices from the circle as of angry men . . Jianl 
by may be seen a man travel-stained, as if from a 
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long journey hastily performed, and at short inte1,vals, 
one and another run to him from out the group, and 
holdin(l' with him a short and hurried conversation, b 

hasten back ao-ain to listen to the reader, who holds, :::, 

as you may see, a printe,d hand-bill before him. That 
travel-stained man has ridden express, and you begin 
to suspect that the tidings he has brought m·ay have 
occasioned this unusual commotion; and so they have; 
for he has brought that band-bill, which contains the 
account of the blood of Massachusetts men shed by 
Britisl{ soldiers at Concord and Lexinrrton, on tlrn 

• t, 

lnth of April, 1775. They have just received the 
tidings on that Thursday morning, May 19, 1775; 
and what yon see is the first outbreak of the varied 
emotions produced by the startlino· intelligence. · But 
l l t, 1 1

0w came t 1ey to be assembled there on that day' 
To explain that, I must carry yon' back a little in 
their history. · 

At?r the departure of TRYON, these people were 
permitted by his successor MA.RTrn to enJ· oy coropar-
f . ' ' a n·e qmet. They had, however, learned .one lesson 

on the field ?f Alamance; and profited ·accordingly; 
th

ey were distrnstf'ul, not of themselves, but of the 
G~_rernment, an~ had learned that courage was worth 
D' I(!e as much with discipline as it is without it; and the.r liad therefore sou 0 ·ht by military drill to be 
bet•cr fitt d £ 0 

' ' 

11, e or a battle field should they ever be 
ca eel to enter O .\ l ' l 110

: .Ll..IlC they were a shrewd peop e, and some of tl 1. • h 
. 1 ie uetter mformed amon o· them, w 0 

~, atttle ied passing events, folt sure that ~he ti me fo!' 
ua e would 

cornc. Upper Carolina had then, no 
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printing pre s; no regular mail trarnrsed the conntr~ 
then, and newspapers were scarce. Still, the educat­
ed men of the region contrived to keep themselves 
appri ed of events without, and when intelligence of 
interc t arrived, it was u ually committed to writing, 
and the people upplied the want of the press among­
them by as emblir.6 at interval .in Charlotte, where 
these written documents were read to them. :Oiany 
of these paper were prepared by their clergymen, 
and when the people met for worship on Sundays, it 
was ea y to disseminate through the county intelli­
gence that no,rs had arrived, the particulars of which 
would be read to the people on a certain day. This 
insm:od an as ernblago. So, also, when there was no 
special news, they were sometimes convened to hear 
the public reading of paper", prepared by the influ­
ential men among them, i~ which were set forth the 
J)rospects before them, nnd they were instrncted to· 
prepare for the probable future. Very many of these 
leaders had been educated at Princeton, and belong­
ed to the profession of law~ medicine and diYinity, 
while others were influential from their social posi­
tioh. It ·was not less proYidential .thnt the masses of 
the people. had been taught from childhood to respect 
superior intelligence, and tho acknowledged and long 
established characters of the leading men of the coun­
try induced the people readily to follow the suggcs-
tfons of their judgments. · 

These circumstances had, therefore, led to frequent 
assemblages in Charlotte, prior to the 10th of l\fay, 
1775, to hear tho news, and join in the discussions of 
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the period. As n;iatters approached a crisis, it was 
detenwned that Col. TIIOMA P oLJc, a man of worth 
nnd influence, and extensively known and esteemed 
through all that country, should be empowered to 
call a formal Convention whenever it should be ad­
visable. This convention wa to be composed of two 
representatives from each militia company district, 
chosen by the people themsel , es. A recent attempt 
by the Governor to prevent the meeting of the Pro­
Yincinl Congress, and a dis olntion by him of the 
llouse of Assembly, after a ses ion of four days only, 
befoi·e any important business had b een transacted­
together with the tate of affairs both in England and 
some of the other Colonies-induced· Col. Por.K to 
call the Convention. Such a call was sure to bring , 
together, not merely the ·selected delegates, but the 
whole county; and this explains the presence of the 
excited multitude in Charlotte, on the 19th of May, 
1715, of which I have n~ade yon imaginary spec­
tators. 

The convention proper consiste<l of between twen­
ty and thirty members, ono of whom was a clergy­
man, many others professional men, and nearly one­
l1:1lf conspicu_ous for their exemplary and consistent 
]ires as christians. The convention (or to speak more 
correctly, the whole assemblage, for such was the 
absorbing interest of the o_ccasion, that the speeches 
made were delivered at once to both convention and 
people,) heard addresses from Rev. ffi~zEKIAll J oNES, 

a highly accomplished scholar, and Wrr.,LrAM Ju;NNON, 

Esq., u lawyer oi: distinction and deserved , influence i 
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so that the three learned professions combined their 
pow.er to set th e r evol!1tionaTy ball in motion. They 
did not, accord ing to the testimony of eye wi tnesses, 
appeal to the p a sions or eek to stir up the resent­
ment of the p eople; th e_y spoke to their reasons; they 
set before th em p lai nly the can es which ,vere at the 
fo undation of the cor;test "' ith the mother conntr.r, 
and the consequ ences to be apprehended, should the 

· people fa il to make a firm resistance to the right claim­
ed of tax ing th e coloni c and regulating their inter­
nal poli cy, without allowing them to be heard. Into 
the mid t' of thi assemblage came · the messenger, 
breathless wi th haste, bearing the tidings from Mas­
sachusett~. The effect was that of fire thrown into 
gnn-po,~cler. A shont went 11p from the multitude, 
"Let us be independent! Let us declare onr inde­
pendence, and defend it " ·ith om lives ancl fortunes." 
The con vention, I should ha, e 1_nentioned, had duly 
organized by choosing A1m,nrA .. \I ALEXAi'IDEu -their 
chairman, and J orrN MoKNnT ALEXANDER 'and Dr,. 
Bur-:vARD their secretaries. This body- immediately 
appointed the three gentlemen who had adclressed 
them, Bm;v,rno, K ENNON and BALCH, a committee of 
their body to prepare suitable resolutions. And here 
it is to be u·oteu that Du. BrrnvAJm, whose quick and 
sagacious mind seems to haYe anticipated eYents, had 
himself prepare~l some d~ys before, certain resolu­
tions of inclepentlencc and l1ud read them to his 
friends; they were now read to the assemblage, and 
were referred by the assemblage to the committee; 
and these I apprchendccl to be the resolutions pub-
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lished by MARTTN in his history of North Carolina, as . 
those which were finally adopted. With the· excep­
tion of a short clause referring to the battle of Lex­
ington, the news of which, had just r eached them, I 
believe them to be the original resolutions which DR. 
BREVARD had privately prepared before the meeting, 
and which formed the ba~is of those adopted. It has , • 

. been said that they differ "materially" from 'those 
adopted; a min\1te comparison of them will show that 
this is an entire mistake; th e differences ·m:e ,little 
more than verbal and slight, with · the occasional in-

. troduction merely of a short recital by way of pre-. 
amble, or of a phrase making the meaning more ex­
plicit; but the number of those touching the main 
subject is the same; the topics treated in each resolu­
tion arc precisely the same, and · th_ey occur in the 
same order, and in ·an really important par~icuJars in 
precisely the same words. The one will, on examin­
ation, appear to be a· simple emcnclitiort and slight 
enlargement of the other: not in any particulat alter­
ing the sense and meaning of a single :resolution. 
Judge MAR'ITN obtained them in manuscript, from the 
western part of North Carolina, and procured them 
as he did most of his other materials, before the year 
1S00. Not long after that period, he removed from 
the State, first to Mississippi . and afterwards to Louis­
iana. I knew .him intimately, and had known him 
from my childhood. I comersed with him touching 
this and other events in our history ; for, partly at 
his suggestion, I had undertaken to prepare a history 
of _N or~h Carolina myself. Many of his c;n·iginal ma-

I 
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terials had been lost, for in the ln,tte1: years of his life 
he was blind. His book, as he stated, consisted rather 
of a i1istorical memoranda, chronologically arranged, 
than of a well digested and continuous narrative; 
bnt he said h had inserted, a he believed, nothing 
for which he had not collected some authority. The 
only mistake he made on this subject, wa~, in suppos­
ing his copy of the e resolutions to be those which 

. were adopted, when they were, as I bclie\'e, DR. 
B1mvARu's first private draft of them. · . 

Now, to re ume onr stor.)': The committ.ce had re­
tired to perform their duty; the convention remain­
ing in session, heard addresses from various individ­
uals. And now-I speak on the testimony of an eye­
witness-occurred an event illustrative of the sern­
pulously conscientous character of these people. You 
must know, that after the battle of r-1-\..lamance, Tryon 
exacted of those who had been Regulars, and indeed, 
of others also, an oath binJing them "never to bear 
arms against the King, but to take up arms for him, 
if· called upon." In that convention there were men 
who had taken that oath, and it weighed npon their 
consciences.. One of the committee, a ma~1 who deep­
ly sympathized with the general Rcntiment, ~ml who, 
up to that time, had sat · silent in · the st.1:nggle of his 
feelings-rose and asked of the chairman tJ1i::i ques­
tion : " If we resolve on Independence, how shall we 
be absolved from the obligations we took fonr years 
ago, not to bear arms against King George III 1 How 
shall we clear onr consciences, after taking that oath?" 
Now, this man was not influenced by fear,- or want 
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of patriotism, for ho afterwards proveu himself to be 
a true ·friend to the cause of his conn try; but he 
thought that his Bible had taught him that God's 
blessing was promised to the man who, though "lie 
sweareth to his o,vn hurt, changeth not." The effect 
ot' this question was startling; many, who in their 
excitement, hnd forgotten, for the moment, Alamance, 
Tryon and their oath, now showed, by their manner, 
that the speaker had touched n. chord, the vibrations 
of which, were felt in rnany a bosom there. It was 
ncces~ar-y that an answer sho11lcl be given, and given 
at once, or no resolutions _ of Independence were like­
ly to be adopted-at least, on that occasion'.• Some 
cricu ont that it was "nonsense ;" these were the hot­
headed and impetuous. Others, more cool and 
thoughtful, remarkerl that allegiance and protection 
were reciprocal; that when the King declared a peo­
ple out of his protection, their allegiance ceased ; · 
that their oath was binding only while the King prc­
sen·ed to them the enjoyment of such rights as they , 
J>osse:-sed wl1cn they took the oath; and as he had· 
formall,v pronounced them out of his protection, their 

. cou<lition was changed by him, without their consent; 
nnd, consequcutly, the oath was not binding. At 
lust, one man i;implifiecl the whole subject ·by a fa. 
111iliar illustration. .Aftei· stating that no such oath 
wn cvcr·ab:iolnte, but always conditional, he point­
ed to one of tho trees near, which ,ms J0 nst J)uttiurr 
' • 0 

forth its leaves, and said: "If I swear to do anything 
as long ns the leaves continue on that tree, I am 
bound to do it as long the leaves are there; but when-
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ever the leaves fall, the oath, of course, is at an end, 
and I may then do as I ple~e." The illustration was 

· sufficient, for all the convention agreed that it was 
exactly applicable; and so they gladly lifted from 
their consciences the weight of Tryon's oath. 

The convention then proceeded to enact certain 
r'egulations and by-laws, exten,ding their session to 
midnight ·or later, sitting in the Court House, says 
one of them, "neither sleepy,_ hungry or fo~igued." 
The committee, with the resolutions on Independence, 
came in, and these with the by-laws and regulations, 
were taken up by the convention. One Secretary 
read the resolutions, the other the by-laws. .All was 
silent as death. The chairman rose. To these aro 
you all agreed 1 said he, ,vhen, from every voice there, 
went up for a response, Aye. It was then determined 
that the convention should adjourn the next day, and 
that at noon wh.at they had determined on should be 
read to the assembled people. The 20th of May 
dawned on them brightly; the people of Mecklen­
burg, men, women and children were there. Tl1ey 
were told to assemble around the Court House door 
to hear what their representatives had done. At 
noon, Col. Thomas Polk stood above them on tho 
steps of the. building, and read to them these words, 
and that you may judge for yourselves how f:u: they 
varied 'materially' from what Martin has published, 
and what, with the single exception of the reference 
to the battle of Lexington, I believe to be Dr. Bre­
varcl's original dran, I shall read them together. · 

5 
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RESOLUTIONS, RESOLUTIONS, 
Rf'.AD BY COL. POLK., AS PUBLISHED BY MARTIN. 

Resowed, That whosoev..- R esolved, That whoso 

er directly or indirectly a- ever directly or indirectly 

betted, ori:n anyway, form abets, or in any way, form 

or manner, countenanced or manner, countenances 

the unchartered and <lan_g• the invasion of our rights, 

erousinvasionofourrights, as .attempted by the Par­
as claimed by Great Brit- liament of Great Britain, 

ain, is ·an enemy to this is an. enemy to this country, 

country, to America, and to America, and the rights 

to the inherent and inali- .of man. 
enable rights of man. 

Resowed, That we, the , ReBovved, Tb-at we, the 

citizens of Meckl~nburg '.citizens of Mecklenburg 

county, do hereby dissoiv:e county, do he1;e'by-dissolve 

the political bands which the pol1tical bands which 

have connected us to the have .connected us with 

mother counb-y, and here- the mother· eountry, and 
by absolve .pm"Selves from abso'lve ourselves from ail 
all allegiance to the B1-it- ·alie!!ia,nee · to the British 
"h b 18 

crown, and abjure all Crown, abjur'ino- all polit• 
p l'f 1 b 0 1 

ica connection, con- ical .connexion with .a nn• 
tract, or association, with ,tion t}w.t has wantonly 
thatnati 1 · . 

on, w 10 have wan- trampled on our r1ghf:8 and 
tonly tra l d · .-

mp e ·on our liberties, and inhumanly_ 
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rights and liberties, and shed the innocent blood of 
inhumanly shed tlie blood Americans at Lexington. 
·of American patriots at 

Lexington . 

. Resolved, That we do R esolived, That we do 
hereby declare ourselves a hereby .declare om-selves a 
free and independent peo- free and independent peo­
ple, are, and ofright ought ple; that we are, and of 
to be, a sovereign and self~ Tight ought to be, a s~ver- ' 
governing association, un- ign and self-governing peo­
der the control of no pow- ple, under the power of 
er other than that of our God and the general Con­
God and the general gov- gress ; to the maintenance· 

crnment of the Congress; of which independence, we 
to the maintenance · of solemnly pledge to each 
which independence, we other our ,mutual co-oper­
s?lemnly pledge to each ation, om lives, our for­
other our mutual co-oper- tunes, and our most sacred 
ation,' our lives, our for- honor. 
tunes, and our most sacred 
honor. 

R esovved, That as we Rcso~veil, That we here­

now acknowledge the ex- by order and adopt, as rules 
istetice and control of no of conduct, all and each of 
law or legal officer, civil our former laws, and the 

· or military, within this crown of Great-Britain can-. 
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county, we do he~eby or- ·not be . considered herenf­

dain and adopt, as a rule ter as holding any rights, 

oflife, all and every of our privileges or immunities a· 
former laws,-wherein, ne- mong us. 

vertheless, the crown of 

Great Bl'itain never can 

be comidered as holding 

rights, privileges, immuni-

ties ·or authorities therein. 

'Resowed, That it is fur- . Resowed, That all offi­

ther decreed, that all, each cers, both civil and :milita­

and every military officer ry, in this county, be enti­

,in this county, is hereby tled to exercise the same 

reinstated in his former powers and author_ities as 

command and· authority, heretofore : that every 

. he acting confc;mnably_ to _member of this delegation 

these regul!itions. . And shall henceforth be a civil 

thateverymemberpresent, officer, and exercise the 

of this delegation, shall powers of a Justice of the 

henceforth be a civil officer, Peace, issue process, hear 

· viz: aJusticeofthePeace, and determine controver." 

in the character ofa "Com- sies, according to law, pre­

mittee-man," ta issue pro- serve peace union and har­
cess, hear and determine; mony in the country, and 

all matters ·of contro- use every exertion to 

versy, according to said a- spread the love of liberty, 



lIECKLENBURG. DECLAR.A.TION, 69 

dopted laws, and to pre- and of country, until a 
serve peace, union, and more general and better 
h~rmony in said county; organized system of Gov­

and to use every exertion t.o ernment be established: 

spread the love of coun-

try and fire of freedom 

throughout America, until 

a more general and organiz-
ed Government be estab-

lished in this province. 

R esol·ved, That a copy of / 
· these resolutions be trans­

mitted, by expres , to the 

Continental Congress as­
sembled in Philadelphia, 

to be laid before that body. 

During the reading, all was death-like stillness, 
every eye was fixed on the tall form, every ear open 
to the full, deep-toned voice of Col. Polk; when he 
closed, all drew a long breath; each man looked in 
his neighbor's eyes and saw the :fire gleaming there. 
A voice from the multitude called out "three 
cheers," and then, from man, woman and child, 
there went up such a shout as was never before 
heard in Mecklenburg. ~tell the story as it comes 
from honorable men who were there. The. deed was 
done : these men bad pledged all they had-lives, 
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fortunes, honor; and, true as steel, from that hour t~ 
this, they have never shrunk from meeting that 
pledge. And this was the first public declaration of 
independence in the British Colonies. The people 
went back. to their homes and avocations, taught by 
their leaders• to expect trouble, and to be ready to 
answer their countliy's summons at a moment's warn- . 
i~g. But the Convention continued· their meetings, 
for military arrangements pad ~o be made, and a 
temporary government formed :., .. ·· On the 30th of 
May, l'l75, they set forth a document, whiph some , 
have supposed to be their Declaration of Independ­
ence. It is a mistake, as I think -I 'shall presently 
prove, if faith may be given to testimony. But it is, 
in tmth, oflittle moment, inasmuch as in either case, 
whet.her they declared themselves independent ten 
days sooner or· ten days later in May, 1775, they are 
at any rate anterior to the National Declaration of 
July 4, 1776, by more than a year. The doe1~ment 
to which I allude, is as follows : 

"Charlotte, Mecklenburg County, May 30, 1775. 

This day the com~ittee of-the county met and pas~ed 

th.e following resolves : 

WHERE.As, by an address prese!lted to His Majesty 

by both Houses of Parliament, in February last, the 

American Colonies m:e declared to be in a state of 

actual rebellion, we conceive that all laws and com­

missions confh-med by or derived-from the authority 
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of the King a:nd Parliament, are annulled and vacated, 
and the former civil constitution of these Colonies 
for the present wholly suspended: To provide in 
some ?egree for the exigencies of this county in the 
present alarming period, we deem it proper and ne­
cessary to pass the following resolves, viz:" 

I. That all commissions, civil and military, hereto­
for~ granted by the crown to be exercised in theso 
colonies, are null and void, and the Constitution of 
each particular colony wholly suspenaed. 

II. That the Provincial Congress of each province, 
uncier the direction of the great Continental Con­
gress, is invested with all legislative and executive 
powers within their respective provinces, and that 
no other legislative or. executive power does or can 
exist at this time in any of these colonies. 

ID. A.s all former laws are now suspended in this 
province, and the Congfoss has not yet :lJrovided 
others, we judge it necessary for the better preserva­
tion of good order, to form certain rules and regula­
tions for the internal government of this county, until 
laws shall be provided.for us by the Congress. 

IV. That the inhabitants of this county do meet on 
a certain day appointed by the committee, and, hav­
ing formed themselves into nine companies (to wit: 
eight for the county, and one for the town), do choose 
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a colonel and other military officers, who shall hold 

and exercise their several powers by virtue of the 
choice, and independent of the crown of ~reat Brit­
ain, and former Constitution of this province. 

· V. That for the better preservation of the peace 

and .administration of justice, each of those compa­
nies do choose from their own body two discreet free­
holders, who shall be empowered each by ,himself, , 
nnd singly, to decide and determine all matters of 
controversy arising within said company, under the 
sum of twenty shillings, and jointly and together all 
controversies under the sum of forty shillings, yet so 
as their decisions may admit of appeal to the conven­
tion of the selectmen of the county, and also that any 
one of these men ·shall have power to e;amine and 
commit to confinement persons accused ·of petit lar­
ceny. 

'VI. '.plat those two select men thus chosen do 
jointly and together choose fr~m the body of their 

particular company two persons to act as constables, 

who may assist them in the execution of their office • 

. VII. Thnt upon the complaint of any persons to 
either of these selectmen he do issue his · wa1Tant 
r ' 
< irected to the constable, commanding him to bring · 
the aggressor before him to answer said complaint. 

VIII. That these eighteen selectmen thus ap~ 



, 
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pointed do meet every thir~ Thursday in J unuary, 
April, July, and October, at the court-house in Char­
lotte, to hear and determine all matters of controver­
sy for sums exceeding forty shillings, also appeals_; 
and in case of felony to commit _the persons convicted 
thereof to close confinement until the Provincial Con­

gress shall provide and e~tablish laws and modes of 
proceeding in all such cases. 

IX. That these eighteen selectmen thus convened 
do choose n. clerk, to record tlie transactions of said 
convention, und that said clerk, upon the application 
of any person or persons aggrieved, do issu~ his war­

rant to any of the constables of the company to 

which the offender belongs, directing said constable 
to summon and warn sai~ offender to appear before 
said convention at their next sitting, to answer the 

aforesaid complaint. 

X. That :my person making complaint, upon oath 
to the clerk, or any menber of the convention, that 
he has reason to suspect that any person or persons 
indebted to him in a sum above forty shillings intend 
clandestinely to withdraw from the county without 
paying the debt, the clerk or such member shall issue 

his warrant to the constable, commanding him to take 
said person or persons into safe custody until the next 

sitting of the convention. 
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XI. That when a debtor for a sum above forty 

shillings shall_ abscond and leave the county, the war­

rant granted as aforesaid shall extend to any goods or 

chattels of said debtor as may be found, and such 

goods or chattels be seized and held in custody by 
the constable for the space of thirty days, in which . 
tim_e, if .the debtor fail to return and discharge the_ 

debt, the constable sha~l return the warrant to one of 
the selectmen of the company, where the goods are 

found, who shall issue orders to the constable to se11 

such a part of said goods as shall amount to the sum 

due. 

That when the debt _ exceeds forty shillings, the re­

turn shalt be made to the convention, who shall issue 

orders for sale. 

XII. That all receiyers and collectors of quit-rents, 

public and county taxes, do pay the same into the 

hands. of the chairmim of this committee, to be by 
them disbursed as the public exigencies may require, 

and that such receivers and collectors proceed no 

further iu their office until they be upproved of by, 

and ham given to this committee good and sufficient 

security for a faithful return o~ snch moneys when 

collected. 

XIII. That the committee be accountable to the 

county for the application of all moneys received 

from such public officers. 



!iECKLENBURG DECLARATION. 75 

XIV. That all these oiiicers hold their commissions 

during the pleasure of their several constituents. 

XV. That this committee will sustain all qainages 

to all or any of their officers thus appointed, and 

thus acting, on accoun~ of their_ obedience and con­

formity to these rules. 

XVI. That whatevei· _pm·son sliall hen aftm• receive 
a commission fi·om the crown, or attempt to· e.vercise 
any such comrndssi.on heretofm·e ncevved, slwl,l be deem­
ed a,n ene-'rny to liis coun&ry; and upon confirmation 
being made to the captain of the company in which 

he resides, the said company shall cause him to be 
apprehended · and conveyed before two selectmen, 

who, _upon proof of the fact, shall commit said offen­

der to safe custody, until the next sitting of" the com­
mittee, who shall deal with him us prndence may 
direct. 

XVII. That any person· refusing to yield obedience 

to the above rules shall be considered equally crimi­

nal, and liable to the same punishment as the offen­

ders above l:,ist mentioned. 

XVIII. That these resohres be in full force and 

virtue until instructions from the Provfncinl Congresg 

regulating the jurisprudence of the province shall 

provide otherwise, or the legislative body of Great 

Britain re?ign its unjust and arbitrary pretensions 

with respect to America. 
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XIX. That the eight mili~ia companies in this_ coun­

ty provide themselves with proper ·arms and accou­

trement.s, and hold themselves _in readiness to exe­

cute the commands and directions of the General 

Congress of this province and this committee. 

L1:. That the committee appoint Colonel Thomas 

'·· Polk and Dr. Joseph Kennedy to purchase three 

hundred pounds of powder, six hundred pounds of 

lead, and one thousand flints, for th() us_e of the mil­

itia of this county, and deposit the same in such 

rlacc as the committee may hereafter direct. · 

Signed by order of the Committee. 

E~rrRAm BnEvAnn, Clede ef tlw Committee." · 

Of these resolutions it is necessai;y to advert to but 
a small part. The first declares D;ll commissions grant­
ed by the crown to be null and void, and that the con­
stitution of each colony is suspended-; tlie second de­
clares that the legislative and executive po~er in each 
colony •belongs_ solely to its Provincial Congress; the 
third declares that as the Congress in North Carolina 
had not yet provided laws, the Commit_tee have formed 
and set forth · these, "for (say they) the internal Gov­
ernment of this county," until the Provincial Congress 
shall provide laws: Then from the 4th to. the 16thin­
clnsiYe, the resolutions provide ;first for an organization 
of the military of tlie county, and secondly, for a 
choice by the men in each military company of two 
freeholders, and these free~olders are constituted into 
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, certain temporary· Courts, for the recovery of debts, 
&c. ; provision is m[l.de for the payment of taxes by 
the collectors of the Committee of' the Convention, 
instead of into the King's coffei;s; and, in short, they 
all are mere municipal regulations, intended, as tl1ey 
expressly state, simply "for the better preservation 
of good order in the county." The remaining five 
resolutions, all but one, relate to the military, pro-­
hibiting, however, in them, generally, the taking of 
any commission from the crown, or acting under any 
already conferred; and the 9ther resolution merely 
declares these regulations t.o be in force till the Pro­
vincial' Congress acts. This is the whole document 
signed by the Secretary of the Convention, and, as it 
shows upon its face, is -the necessary consequence of a 
previous Declaration of Independence and dissolu­
tion of connection with the parent country ; but will 
scarcely pass for a Declaration of Independence itself; 
and certain it is, that among the good people of 
Mecklenburg themselves, where this document is 
very well known, it was not deemed the Declaration 
of Independence made in May, 1775, by t~eir fath­
ers ; but more of this presently. 

W ~ now resume our narrative. Early in June, by 
means of funds raised by private subscription a spe­
cial mess_enger was · sent from Mecklenburg to the 
Continental Congress, then sitting in · Philadelphia, 
with instructions to deliver both the documents, the 
declaration of the 20th, and tho resolutions of tho 
30th of May, to the delegates there from North Ca­
rolina; and also with instructions, t11:rough the medi-
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um of these delegates, and by other means to do 
what he could to have the proceedings in Mecklen­
burg sanctioned by the Continental Congress'. He 
faithfully executed his commission in the mqnth ~f 
June, 1775. On his return he brought back a letter 
signed by the then North Caroiina delegates in the 
Continental Congress, complimentary of the zeal of 
the people of Mecklenburg, in the common cause, 
and recommending · to them perseverance, order and 
energy, accompanied with th~ statement, that ere 
long their example would be followed by other colo­
nies. The messenger also stated that the proce·e<lings 
in Mecklenburg were individually approved by many. 
members with whom he conversed, but that the ge­
neral opinion was, that it would be premature to lay 
them before the house. And so, perhaps, it woultl 
ha,c been then, for Congress was not ready for the 
boid step afterward taken on the 4t.h of July, 1776, 
of declaring the country indep.endent. Not a single 
Province had then by its Congress hinted at indepen­
dence, t.hough probably most of them looked forward 
t-0 it; but the time had not come ; neither arms, am­
munition, officers, or army, .were at hand t<? sustain a 
declaration of independence. It was not until "the 
slaughter of our countrymen at Lexington had com­
pelled our fathers to fight, that we began even to have 
an army; and it "as not until they hild been in the 
fiekl for n. year, and gained some confidence in their 
strength and skill, that they dared to declare them­
sclrns independent. Even the Provincial Congress 
of North Carolina, containing some of the very men 
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who signed the Mecklenburg declaration, could not, 
in 1'775, be brought to the point of urging the Conti­
nental Congress to declare independence, though all 
wished it. It would have been, as they supposed, 
indiscreet and injudicious, they mennt surely to pluck 
the pear at last, but they meant also to wait until it 
was ripe. .And to the eye of the Provincial Congress 
of North Carolina, p~rpetually quickened in vision 
by the aid of their Mecklenburg brethren, the fruit 
.did ripen before its maturity was visible to any one 
else ; for theirs was the :first Provincial Congress that 

.dared to recommend to the Continental body to de-
clare the country independent. It was on the 12th 
of April, 1776, that the true Provincial Cougrcss of 
North Carolina. unanimously adopted a resolution in 
these words : 

"Resol·ved, That the delegates for this colony, in the 
Continental Congress, be empowered to concur with 

:the deh'gates of the other colonies, in dccla1·i11g .Fnde­
perulcnce, and forming foreign alliances, reserving to 
'this colony the sole and exclnsh·e right of forming a 
Constitution and Laws for this colony, nnd of ap­

pointing delegates from time to t.imc (under the direc­
tion of a general representative thereof,) . to meet the 

delegates of th" other colonies. " 

This, we repeat, is the first open nnd public declo­
ra.tion for independence, by the proper authority of 
nny one of the colonies, thnt can be found on record . 

• 
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It preceded the National Declaration of Independ­
ence nearly three months, and is one month older 
than the action of the Virginia Provincial Congress, 
recommending a National Declaration of Independ­
ence. And now a few words for the correction of an 
historical error, in which North Carolina has some 
little interest. I have already told you that some 
supposed the document of May 30, 1775, to be the 
Mecklenbmg IJeclamtdon of Indep endence, and, . in­
d~ed, such a statement has been published as history. 
It is not that declaration.; bnt it is an authentic do­
cument, founded on that declaration, and meant to 
carry out its principles into action. Certain facts 
connected with this matter are undeniable, because 
they are sustained by the oaths of most respectable 
witnesses, taken by _order of the State of North Caro­
lina, and deposited in her office of State; and here 
girn me leave to add, that to these oaths I have re­
sorted primarily for testimony. 

. First, then, no less than seven witnesses of most 
unexceptionable character swear positively that there 
was a meeting of the people of Mecklenburg at Char­
lotte, on the 19th and 20th days of May, 1775, that 
certain res<_>lutions dis_tinctly declaring independence 
of Great Britain were then and there prepared by a 
committee, read publicly to the people by Col. Thom­
as Polk, and adopted by acclamation; that they were 
present and took part in ·the proceedings themselves, 
and that John McKnitt Alexander was a Secretary 
of the meeting. These seven swear positively to tho 
date, the 19th and 20th days of May, 1775. In nd-
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dition, seven others, equally above suspicion,,swear 
that they were present at precisely such a meeting as 
that described abo.~e. One of them also swears that 
he 'is the last surviving member of the Convention by 
whose order the resolutions were drawn. His lan­
guage is, " When the members met, and were per­
fectly organized for business, a motion was made to 
decl(l!re oiwselme8 independent of tlie Orown of Great 
B1itain." Mark the language; it was not to frame 
regulations for the preservation of good order in the 
county. He ~hen proceeds, "Dr. Ephraim Brevard 
was then appointed to give us a sketch of the Decla,. 
1:aUon of Independence, which he did." It will be 
remembered that Brevard was Chairman of .the Com­
mittee, and according to the statement of all, was 
m1clerstood to have been the writer of the document. 
The other six witnesses in this group all swear that 
what they heard was an abjuring of the authority of 
George III., and all without exception say that the 
instrument they heard read declared independence of 
the British crown. All, further agree, that the insb"u­
ment of which they speak,· was read to the people 
from the steps .of the Court House in Charlotte, by 
Col. Thomas Polk, and received -by the 'people with 
loud acclamations of approval. And further, all 
swear that it was in the month of May, 1775, though 
they do not name the precise day; for at the time 
they swore, the day had never been called in question. 
A distinguished statesman had denied that there had 
ever been a meeting at Mecklenburg for such a pur­
pose at all; ·and the chief point in the testimony was 

6 
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simply to establish the general fact of a meeting and 
declaration before July 4th, 1776. And further, it is 
to be remarked that of these seven. who thus swenr 
positively to the date of the 19th and 20th of Mayt 
time had scattered them, and age frosted their heads: 
some were in Georgia, some in Tennessee, and so1ne 
still in Carolina; and yet, separated n they had been 
for years, without opportunity of consultation with 
each other, when from various remote points theil'. 
nffidavits are brought in, all who swear to a specific 
date, with undeviating uniformity fix it on the 19th 
.. and 20th days of May, 1775. Why, that date was as 
indelibly fixed in the memories of that class of men 
who have a faculty for retaini11g dates, as the 4th of 
July is fixed in your memories. You know and can­
not forget, that on that _day your forefathers in Con­
gress declared the country independent ; you rein.em­
ber the day by reason of what your .fathers did­
these men can no more forget their date than you 
forget yoms; for they remember it by reason of what 
they _did themselves. Well then, here are fourteen 
unimpeachable witnesses, who, · either by positive 
st~tement as to time, or by facts proved to have oc­
curred on a })articular occasion, which facts do fix tho 
time; here I say are fourteen witnesses, who, if hu­
man testimony c~n prove anything, do show beyond 
all peradventure, that on the 2.0th of May, 1775, a 
certain paper was read and adopted in their hearinrr 

bl. 

whereby the people of Mecklenburg county did ab-
. jnre allegiance to the British crown, and did declare 

themselves independent. Such a paper then was in 
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existence on that day, and was in the possession of 
the Secretary, John McKnitt .Alexander. This is one 
fact, • at least, established. Now what became of that 

. paper? I am about to show you hy a connected clinin 
of testimony what became of it, and further that it ' 
is identical, word for word, and letter for letter, with 
the document I have read here- to-night, as the Meck­
lenbmg Declaration of Independence. And first, 
who was John McKuitt Alexander, and what his 
character? He was a man, who, born in Pem1sylva­
nia, came in when young with the tide of Scotch­
Irish emigration, which, as I have already told you, 
peopled that part of the State. Prudent, frugal, in­
dustrious, intelligent, methodical, pious, he accumu­
lated a handsome estate, and exhausted at last by the 
decay of nature, rather than by disease, he descended 
to the grave at the advanced age of four score and 
one. Of honesty the most undoubted, and truthful­
ness that was never questioned, he possessed as he .. 
deserved, the respect of the entire community. .An · 
elder in the Presbyterian cln~rch for a great many 
years, Treasurer·of the Synod of the two Carolinas 
for a long time, and often entrusted by that body 
with business the most important; he sustained through 
life an unblemished character. Well, into t.he posses­
sion of this man went all the records and documents 
pertaining to the Mecklenburg meetings. Dr. BreY­
ard, his co-Secretary, entered the army us a surgeon, 
was captured and imprisoned a~ Charleston, and on 
his release returning to his native county, sank under 
the inj_m-ics his constitution had sustained in his im-
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prisonment. The documents were then confided to 
Alexander, the other Secretary. How many copies 
were made of the resolutions of independence of the 
20th of May, we callllot say, though some of the wit~: 

• nesses state that they were so often repeated orally on 
that day, that many had them fixed ill: memory. Be 
this as it may, there .were certain copies . made by 
John McKnitt Alexander himself, of which he spoke 
particularly, and in some instances to witnesses yet 
living. He_ distinctly stated that he had furnished a 
copy from the . original document, to Dr. Hugh-Wil­
liamson, who had undertaken to ·write a history of 
North Carolina ; anci also another copy to General· 
William Richardson Davie an officer of the revolu-. ' . 10n, a distinguished lawyer, and employed also in .. 

e foreign diplomacy of the United States. Gener-· 
Davie had been reared in the settlement, and was 

he nephew of one of the clergy there. In the year 
1800, John McKnitt Alexander's house and papers 

. ~•e~·e consumed by fire. At that time many were 
hvmg who had been actors at Charlotte, on the 19th 
and 20th of May, 1775, 
. They naturally feared that the documents were all 
lrrecoverably lost-and so some of them were, parti­
cularly the original book of minutes ; but Mr. Alex· 
a~de~· soon allayed apprehensions as to the Declara­
tion itselt~ by statino- that there were copies in exist­
ence of his own h~d-writing which , he knew to be 
correct, and particularly mentioned that he had given 
;e to General Davie. Some time after the fire, 
· on. Judge Cameron, (still living

1
) jn the course of 



MECKL&'IBURG DECLARATION. 85 

his official duty, was in Salisbury, where he met Mr. 
·Aiex~ncler. The parties had been acquaintances and 
friends for years. The conversation tmned, ~'ls it 
often did between them, on our revolutionary history, 
when Mr. Alexander lamented the loss of the origin­
al docwnents by fire, but consoled himself as to the 
Declaration by saying, that some time before the ca­
lamity, he had given a copy, wliich he knew to be 
correct, to General Davie: "therefore," said he, . (I 
use his own words,) "tlic docttmcnt is safe." At a 
subsequent period, and indeed on the last interview 
lie ever had with Judge Cameron, when he was so 
blind that he could recognize him by his voice only, 
he then told him that Davie's .copy was perfectly cor­
rect. Soon after the death of General Davie, on the 
examination of his papers, (I give you the testimony 
as sworn to by a credible witness,) a paper was found, 
known by the witness to be in the hand writing of 
John McKnitt Alexander, commencing with the fol­
lowing words : " North Carolina, Mecklenburg Coun­
ty, May 20, 1775." Then follows a brief narrative or 
. history of the assembling of t11e inhabitants of Mecklen" 
burg at Charlotte, on the 20th of May, as I have related 
it, and the adoption of the resolutions which are given 
at length in the 1'.fS., in J olm McKnitt Alexander's 
handwriting, verbatim, as I have read them to you. 
The residue of the paper states that some by-laws 
were made merely to presene order; that the docu­
ments, after approval by the people, on the 20th 
of May, were sent by a special messenger to the Con­
tinental Congress, and gives their answer, as I hn,;c 
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already stated it, not from this paper, but from the 
affidavit of the messenger himself. Among Alexan~ 
der's papers was also found a written statement, in 
his own handwriting, filed carefully ,away, mention­
ing the destruction by fire of the original pape:· in 
1800, but adding that he had sent copies to Dr. Wil­
liamson and General Davie. The paper that was in 
Davie's possession is now preserved in the o:ffic~ of 
State in North Carolina. Now as to the paper sent 
to Williamson: Hon. Montfort Stokes was Governor 
of North Carolina in the year 1831 ; while he occupi­
ed that high position, he testified that in -the year 
17'93, (mark the date,) he saw in the possession of Dr. 
Williamson u copy of the documents of the 20th 
May, 17'7'5, in the hand writino· of J ohn McKnitt Al-o 
exander, together with a letter to Williamson from 
Alexander-,ancl that he conversed with Williamson 
on the_ subject. I asked you to mark the date, be­
cause it has been put down as an historical fact, (on 
wha~ authority I cannot say,) that the date of the 
cal'liMt copy of the resolutions was in September, 
lBOO-ajtel' the destruction oft.he 011ginal by fire. Here 
~re have them, as I have presented them to you, 
IU 1'793. . 

But this is not all. A~ono- the youno- men who 
Wm . o . 5 

c present at Charlotte on that memorable 19th 
and 20th , , 1 . d 1 · 
t . , ~'as one, w 10 was, as he states, a eep y m-
erested " t · J . . Sp,;c -ator, then twenty years old. This yout 1 

JOllled the · · b army at once as •a pnvate, afterward e-
ca]m]e an officer, and conducted himself durini:r his 
w 10 e T ~ 

mi itary career with great bravery. When ho 
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retired from t.he service, he rest1med his classical stud­
'ies, and became a clergyman in that region of coun­
try, exercising his office for more than thirty years 
with unblemished character. He kept a Jo1wnal of 
a.ll tliat occmnd, from the meeting in Mecklenburg 
on the 20th of May , through the whole of his milita­
ry career, and carefully preserved a copy of the pa­
p~r read by Colonel Polk from the Court House steps. 
He had not obtained it from Alexander afterward, as 
Williainson and Davie had, but made it at the time. 
The memoir which he wmte contained that copy; it 
agrees ve1·bati1n with what I have read. Nor yet 
have we done. No one in Western Carolina has 
aught person·ally reproachful or disparaging to say of 
a Graham . The stock is too well lmown; it has not 
degenerated in the present generation., Among tho 
young men at that meeting, which he unhesitatingly 
affirms was held on the 19th and 20th of May, 1715, iu 
Mecklenburg, was Joseph Graham, who afterward 
freely shed his blood for the principles which he heard 
Thomas Polk read- that day. Hear how the highest 
officer in the State speaks of him: "The statement of 
General Joseph Graham, another surviving officer of 
the Revolution, a citizen .and a soldier worthy of the 
best days of the Republic, will be read with pleasure 
and perfect confidence throughout the wide range of 
his acquaintance." Ile was there. "\Vl111t is his state­
ment? Why, that the Resolutions of Independence 
prepared by Dr. Brevard, were, as he believes, pre­
cisely in the words that appeared afterward in print, 
nnd precisely, therefore, as I Jiave read them t? you. 

·r 
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I think we know now what Carolinians, at least, 
mean by the Mecklenburg Declaration ·of Independ­
ence, and I think further, that we have proven its 
authenticity. 

If the two facts are established that there was a 
meeting on the 19th and 20th, and that a paper was 
read, it puts an end to t_he claim of the document of 
the 30th, to be the Declaration of Independence, for 
its own date disproves it. The ~rst paper, if any, 
would be prepared in answer to the cry of the people 
then made, "let us declare our independence ; " it 
. would be made while the people were then and there 
assembled, and would be read to them, not concocted 
afterward by the County Committee at one of their 
meetings, and by them set forth to the people at their 
homes; it would say something boldly and unequiv­
ocn~ly about independence, about refusing fmther al­
legiance to the Eritish Crown ; it would not set forth 
' document, in which tlle wo1:c1 vnd,ep enclenc~ does not 
ice occur-it would not be content with a delicate 
_sinuation that as protection and allegiance are re­
~procal, therefore, the King having put them out of 

his protection, they · would make a few temporary 
regulations for themselves till the Provincial Con­
gress should act. That is ~ot the fashion of speech, 
my countryrnen, in that region. They are not afraid 
to_ speak out in good, plain, wholesome English, just 
~xactly what they mean; and I am apt to think they 

now as Well what indei)endence means as any set of 
lllen on th' b . · , 
th . IS road continent. But the mstrument of 

e 
3
0th furnishes other evidence that it was not 
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meant as I!, Declaration of Independence; for it is 
avowedly to be of force but for a time; until the 
Provincial Congress should direct otherwise "in reg­
ulatinrr the jurisprndeucc of the province." Thus 
showino-, first, that they must have wished a tempo-
1·a1·y independence, if this be their declaration; and, 
secondly, that the true intent of the llocument was t·o 
"regulate the juri~prudence of the province" merely. 

But th ere i one fact iucidenta11y' mentioned in the 
story of the 19th and 20th of May, w]1ich, with a 
kno,Yledge of the localities, becomes very strong con­
firmatoTy testimony. Yon remember that on the clay 
of m·eeting, the eA-press anived with the news of Lex­
ington and Concord. Now, if any 9ne will take tho 
trouble to turn to the 584th page of the 2nd volume 
of 11lr. Lo~::iing's interesting, u eful and patriotic field 
book of the Revolution, he will find there a letter 
from Richard Caswell, one of the North Carolina de­
legates to the Continental Congres$, an attentive ex­
amination of which will show that Governor Caswell, 
on Sunday, the 1st of May, 177a, met at Petersburg, 
in Virginia, the express from Massachusetts, bringing 
the news of the battle of Lexington. We may well 
believe that the brave men of New England lost no 
time in communicating to the sister colonies that war 
had begun. The battle near Boston occurrc<l on tl1e 
19th of .A. pril, 177 5 ; we will suppose that they sent 
off tidings on the 20th of April ; you must bear in 
mincl that those were not the days of railroads, steam­
boats, or public conveyances; so you will not be sur­
prised to find tl1at a. horseback travelle1) making ull 
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the speed he could, had occupied ten or eleven days 
in reaching Petersburg. His journey southward 
would next take him to Halifax, in N orth Carolina, 
for thither led then the only-mail route. This would 
occupy him, on horseback, probably six days, which 
would bring him to the 7th of May. H e had then to 
diverge westward from Halifax to Charlotte, a dis­
tance of some hundreds of miles, over a country with 
bad roads and difficult of travel even now. It ~ould 
take him in the then state of ,that connti·y, about 
twelve <lays diligent riding to reach Charlotte, and 
this would bring him to the ·l9th of May. He could · 
not, at any rate, without criminal loitering-and· that, 
~oo, when he canied an e:·rpress-hav_e prolo;nged bis 
Joumey from Ilalifax to Charlotte to twenty-three 
<lays, never reaching it until the 30th of May ; and 
;ret the testimony shows tlrnt he arrived on the day 
Independence was declarecl and that his arrival 

. k ' quic cued the declaration. It must then have been 
made on the 20th; and this is to my mind at lea,t, 
couclnsi\·ely proved by the fact that the· document of 
tliat day-docs distinctly refer in express terms to the 
slaughter of Olli' northern brethren near Boston, on 
tl~e 19th of April, (a fact which 'roused the Caroliui­
nians almost to frenzy) while that of the 30th is per• 
fc:ctly sile , · ' L · 11 bl · '. n., conce1·ning exington-not a sy a e m 
it ~~ th.is most exciting event. . 
D the resolves of the 30th were the Mecklenburg 

cc
1
·1.aration, and if the Carolinians were quickened in 

lll'I ·111 · · • ' ~ g it, by the news of the murder of their breth-
ren ut the Eu.st, is it not most marvellous that not the 
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slightest allusion should be made to the blood-st.iri·ing 
story 1 I might cro fmther and show how the mistako 
arose of confounding the proceedings of the 30th with 
the true D vclaration of the 20th ; fox I discovered 
a11tong the Revolutionary papers of un ancestor of my 
own, t1e d cumcnt on which the whole error hn.s 
been founded. It was the proclamation of the Royal 
Governor, dated after he fled on board one of tho 
armed ve el of the Crown, setting forth among oth­
er matters that he had seen published in one of Ute 
only two papers in the Colony, certain "resolves of a 
set of p eople sty lin o' themsehes a Committee for the 
County of :Mecklenburg, most traitor011sly declaring 
the entire dissolution 'of this country, and setting up 
a system of rule and regulat ion repugnant to the laws 
and subver i ve of His Majesty's Government." This 
document, from the description of it,· applied 'exactly · 
to the r esolves of the 30th ult., (setting up a system, 
&c.) which were printed, and again re-printed in 
Massachusetts, New York and South 'Carolina; but 
had. no referenc~ to the short declaration of the 20th, 
which set up no rules or regulations whnteYer, and 
,...-as not printed. It was not printed, because every­
where ont of Mecklenbmg-eYen in North Ca:-olina 
herself-it was thonght to be too strong to permit any 
hope of re<:onciliat.ion, and it was therefore deemed 
injudicious to print it thcu. The resolves were print­
ed, because their chief object was to establish a ttui­
porcwy gove1·11ment, and they wero Ynluablo as fur­
nishing a model to other counties in the State, which, 
in point of fact, those counties ycry soon followed 
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After the national declaration the encl was gained, 
and there was no i1eed of printing i t; b eside which, 
the men of Mecklenburg were too busy fi ghti~g for 
what had been declared on the 4th of July, to trouble 
themselves about printing, when they were · some 
three hundred miles from .any printing press. It was 
no time to be discussing the poin t ,vho :first made a 
declaration of independ ence; th ere it was, macle, and 
it was their business just to maintain it by h ard :fight­
ing; but they never fo rgot in Mecklenburg what they · 
had done, and the whole story, sh owing the entire 
popular belief of the country, is tbld in th e homely 
but expressive answer of a gray-haired old Scotch­
man, who was present, a_ youth, at Charlotte, on the 
19th aud 20th; when the declaration was made, au<l 
fought through the whole war of the Revolntion.­
·when asked if Le knew anything of the affair, he an­
swered : " Oc/1, aye; · Tan~ P olk cleclGIJ·ecl -indepen­
dence lang befwe any body else." 

I pray you pardon me, for having so long trespass­
ed on your indulgent patience. I am ·lecturing out o~ 
my proper place in the course, and have not ha.cl time 
to make my lecture short; let me hasten to the mor­
al of my story. Ye are . my countrymen, gathered 
from all parts of our broad land. Pro'bably the blood 
of some brave soldier from each one of the glorious 
olu Thirteen, that, with '\Vashington to lead, went 

. through fire to baptize a, nation in their blood and to 
name it F1mE, is represented here to-night. There is 
<'ire ling here through our veins the blood of N cw­
England and New York, of Jersey .andPcnnsylvanin, 
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brave little Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, the Caro­
linas and Georgia; and the blood of men from all 
these once made a common pool on more than one 
hard fought field. No sound wa then heard of sec­
tional fee1 in o-, saying I fight for Massachn etts, and I 
for Virginia I for Connecticut, and I for California, 
I for J crsey, and I for Georgia. No, the cry ·was, 
W c fio-ht for the freedom of all--we want no freedom 
which doe not cover all--we will have no freedom 
but for all--and have it for all, witl1 God's good help, 
we will, or leave our bones to bleach on the :fields of 
our country. Ah; it is glorious to sit down· and tnrn 
over the pages of those stirring times, until the heart 
throbs and the eye waters, and we rise to the full ap­
preciation of the dignity, the sublimity of that pur­
est, most unselfish revolution, recorded in the world's 
history. Ah! tJ1at is the process by which to bring 
ont the true feeling-intensely .American. Look 
back, look back, my countrymen I Oh, how our brave 
,old fath ers clung together. Boston was in trouble in 
FH. North Carolina expressed her sympathy, and 
at a cost of £800 sterling, sent to her a, vessel loaded 
with provisions. The town from which it went hatl 
but six lnmdre<l inhabitants, and tho whole colony 
but one hundred and :fifty thonsau<l. Again, hear 
them after the acts of Parliament leYelecl against 
Boston. They i::peak in their Provincial Congress: 
"Resolved, That the inhabitants of :Massachusetts 
Province have distinguished themselves in a manly 
S\1pport of the rights of America in general, and that 
the cau~c in which they now suffe.r is the cause of 

i, 
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every honest Amel'ican who deserves the blessings 
which the constitution holds forth to him. That tho 
griev:mces under which the town of Boston labors at 
present are the effect of a resentment leveled at them, 
for having stood foremost in an opposition to measures 
which must eventually ha,e involved all British 
America in a state of abject dependence and servi­
tude." These be noble ,vorcls. Again, bear these 
same men of Mecklenburg, (of ,vhom I have said so 
much,) in one of their meetings of 177 5 :·. " The 
cause of Boston is the cause of all : our destinies 
nre indi~solubly connected with those of our East­
ern follow-citizens, aucl we must either submit to 
all the impositions which an unprincipled Parlia­
ment may impose, or support our brethren who 
are dooruell to sustain the first shock of that pow­
er which, if successful there, will ultimately overwhelm 
all in the common calamity." These are brotherly 
tones, and think yon the Boston men of that day . 
did not appreciate them? ·why J\fassachusetts had 
her sons down in Carolina, and the men understood 
and loYecl each other. Let J osit~h Quincy, the young 
patriot of Boston, tell the story, for he was the man 
who could tell it. He was u.t the house of Cornelius 
Harnett, the man who clrew the resolution in tho 
J>rovincial Congress, calling on the Continental body 
for a Declaration of Independence; the man whom 
<iuincy <lcscribccl to his conntl"ymen as " the Samuel 
.A<lams of North Carolina." Ile says, "Robt. Ilowe, 
Harnett, anu I, made the social triumvirate of the 
c,·cning." 'l11ey s_cttle<l then the plan of " continental 
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correspondence," and Quiucy went home to toll his 
countrymen that North Carolina, and indeed nll the 
South, would join Massachusetts in her resistancc>. 

, The North and the South then felt ,as brethren ; · and 
now, ye sons of the North-ye men with the blood of 
the dead soldiers and heroes of New Englund, Kew 
York, Jersey, Pennsylrnuia, coursing through your 
veins; ye sons of the North, 011e and all-I stan<l 
here with tho blood of the Southron in my veins­
and I hold out my hand in loYe to yon; our fathers 
were brethren, and f011ght side by side, and they 
comforted each other in death on the battle :field, 
nnd they loved each oilier ; whn.t should we do i 
Will ye refuse my offered hand.1 Oh, no! it can­
not be, ye cry-you aro· our brethren, for we arc all 
children of one household. Aye, and so we be­
nud so with God's blessing, would we· ever be.­
And as ·children of one O't'eat hom,chold, -whn.t shonl<l 

b . } 
be onr conduct 1 :Mutual forbearance and ove, 
and a united resistance to nll come when thry may 
nncl from where they inay, 'who would sow discord 
between us. ·we are a large household ; there mmit 

be some diversities of opinion; let there, however, 
be none on this (J'rent determination, Yiz :-that our 
diversities of o;nion shall be so ~iscusscd. with 
entire respect for the rights and consc1cnces of each 
other, n.nd our mutual determination in nll honol' aud 
honesty to support ench other's just. rights s1rnll be 
so fulfilled, thnt there shall be no discord that can 
lead to n. rupture of' family ties. . 

ruramouut to all other matters of interest with us 

-
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jnst now, is, I apprehend, the determination to do as 
our fat.hers did, stand to()'ether thron o-h life, and if ne­
cessary, in death, on the battle fi eld. How near we 
may be to the need of n.11 our str ength, Goel only 
knows, but the dny is coming ,,hen we hall need it. , 
:May it find u when it come , n eith er di united nor 
unprepared for its ap1 roach. The moral of my story, 
then, is briefl this·: that, pnmg from fath ers who 
all did well, and manfnlly acted th ir p arts together, 
it becomes not u thefr ons eith er to forget their 
sufferings and achievement , or to spurn their exam­
p,le. :May I not, with-becoming modesty, say , in con­
clusion, for the good old State that has furnished my 
theme, that, as one of the children of the common 
household, while treated "'ith r e pect and kindness, 
she is exceedingly good natmed, and . not over ready 
to take dffence when. 3:10 wrong is meant. She can 
understand, too, a joke amongfriends. She is willipg 
the other children of the family , e~pecially the little 
and the yonno- ones, should (if it will afford their 
childishness any mnn ement,) call her "sleepy old 
Rip Van Winkle." Rip Van Winkle be it then: it 
is a respectable soubriquet, for it is Dutch, and North 
Carolina has rather a fancy for Dntch blood, inasmuch . 
as it has never pro-,ecl itself cowardly~ bl!-t let me 
tell yc,u, sleep) as j ou may think Rip to be, he fol­
lows the fashion of his col?-ntry, and generally sleeps, 
to use the phrase of his people,_ " with one eye open." 
Rip thinks he wns wide awake on the 20th of May, 
1775, in Mecklenbmg-wide awake, when, on the . 
morning of the 27th of February, 1776, he fought the 
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loyalists to the number of 1,500, and made a clear 
field of it, scattering them and crushing their prin-

• ciples throughout -Carolina; wide awake on the 12th 
April, 1776, when he told the Continental Congress 
to shout out, without fear, Independence,' wide awake, 
when, after the war, almost one of his first acts was 
to found an University ; wide awake when he took 
the lead and ordered the first geological survey of 
any State in this Union; and above all, wide awake 
when he saved the money he earr.ed, and so always 
paid promptly every dollar he owed, from the time 
he was a freeman, and never had occasion to give his. 
promissory note, much less deny his signatme to it 
afterward; wide awake when he resolved to use a 
little of his surplus money to show his respect and 
regard for a very i#orthy gentleman and friend of · 
his,-one Mr. George Washington, and so caused the 
best sculptor in the world to make a marble image of 
his departed friend, and had it set up that the chil­
dren might know what was old Rip's idea of a man. 
Who would have thought, by the way, that the sleepy 
old fellow was so full of gratitude and good taste! 
Really, he does not seel"!l to have been such a drowsy 
character, after all; and now, go where he is, per­
haps he will be lying down, and perchance you will 
think he is again asleep : but let me tell you, he 
knows very well all that is going on in the great fam­
ily household, and how each child is getting on in 
the world; and he knows, too, something about tho 
families that are of no kin to him; nnd just whisper 
to him that you think there are thieves and enemies 

~ 7 . 
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prowling aro1md the old ho~estead, a1~d • h.e will tell 
you that he knows it, m;id you will see him. on bis 
feet in an instant; and when he is wanted, ther_e 1:ie 
will be, rifle in hand, with a ma_.Q.'s heart and a r.nan's 
strength, to do all a man's duty; and when he has 
done it, he will, pe1ihiips, . quiet;l:r )ie down ag~n,,; an(j 
whether he is too sleepy, or wh~t);\er he is tQo modest, 
I c11nnot say-but so it is, that :lil,f~er he has ~one all 
that a man should do, he will be y_ery .SU).:!;l" unless 
obliged to speak, to say little or ,l;l.othing ~bout it. 
L11dies and gentleman, this is Rip Y ~i:i W:~IJ:~le. l 
hope you like him. 
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THE Lecture delivered before the Historical Society 
of New York, by the Rev. Francis L. Hawks, D. D., 
on the 16th December last, on the early history of 
North Carolina, is devoted mainly to an examination 
of the questions connected with the Mecklenburg 
Declaration of Independence. The lecture of Gov. 
Graham, on the 20th January, after an interesting 

· preliminary dissertation is confined to a single topic, 
the British Invasion of North Carolina, in 1780-'81. 
I propose to direct attention to the intermediate pe­
riod-the Invasion of 1776, and especially to the in­
cidents connected with the battle of Moore's Creek, 
and the subsequent career of Gov. Martin. 

Josiah Martin, the last of the royal Governors of 
North Carolina, entered upon the duties of his office 
on the 11th of August, 1771. He is said to have 
been an Englishman by birth. His brother Samuel 
was a member of the British Parliament, who, taltlng 
offence at personal allusions, in one of the numbers 

[101] 
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of the North Briton, challenged John- Wilkes, the 
~amous au.thor of that paper in 1763. A duel ensued, 
in which the former was wounded. The Governor 
Was, himself, probably, a North Briton, i_n feelings, 
and associations ; and this fact may have aided him 
to s_ome extent in acquiring the commanding i~uence 
Whic~ he subsequently exercised over the highland 

• clans m North Carolina. He was a man pf talent, 
tact ~n_d energy, and these qualities were impr~ved 
by military experience and skill. He had attamed 
~~e rankof ·1¥[ajor in the British service, and his mil­
itary bearing was rendered more impressive by 15land 
and conciliatory manners. Fort Johnston was burned 
by the militia under the command of Col. John .A.she, 
on the 18th July, 1775 ; and on the following day, 
;ov, ·Martin is supposed to have taken refu~e on 
hioard the Cruiser sloop of war. From the per10d of 
h. s abdication, all our historians seem to lose sight of 

fi
1
~- Williamson Martin and Jones relate with suf- . 
cient ful ' ' · · "d t · his r . ness _and accuracy the l.eachng mc1 en s m 

P evious lnstory but neither seems to ,have sus­
pected th th ' · ·t1 su.b a e had any considerable connection w1 l 

sequent events . 
It is m · · · f 1 · pa· Y purpose to show that the plan o t ie cam· 

b-u~~h of 1776, Was not merely suggested by him ; 
lion ;t tJ,ie entire system of operations for the reduc· 
\\"all: _North Carolina until the retirement of Corn· 
llnd~r' ~ ~ay 1781, ,;as prosecuted to some extent 
s· lls irnmed" Th t· . 10n on. th iate supervision. e en ire om1s-
w1 h e Patt of 11 f th 1 t' lo ave f: ll a the historians o e revo u wn, 

a en Within the range of my observation, 
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• to present even an outline, of the most important 
events which occurred within our limits, in the early 
part of the contest, imposes upon me the necessity 
?efore entering further upon my narrative, of e:\.i>lain­
mg the causes of this seeming neglect, and intimating 
the sources from which I derive the evidence by which 
I expect to sustain the position I have assumed. 

On the 30th April, 1819, the Raleigh Register, at 
the instance of the late Col. William Polk, first direct­
ed public attention to the Mecklenburg Declaration. 
On the 9th July thereafter, Thomas Jefferson in a ~-
published letter, to John A.dams, called in questi~n 
the authenticity of this paper. In 1831, the Governor 
of NortJ.1. Carolina, (Montfort Stokes)in obedience to 
a resolution of the General .Assembly, reaffirmed the 
authenticity or' the controverted document, and pub-
lished all the evidence that" could then be obtained in 
support of it. The leading objection of Mr.Jefferson, 
however, was not answered. "This gigantic step of 
the county of Mecklenburg" was P,roved ~y n~ con-. 
temporaneous record, was noticed by no h1storrnn of 
North Carolina, or the adjacent States, and had never 

· until then found its way even into the newspapers. 
""When Mr. Hemfs resolutions, (said Mr. _Jefferson) 
far short of independence i\ew like lightning through 
every paper, and kindled' both sides of the Atlant~c, 
this flaming declaration of the same date, of the_ rn­
pendence of Mecklenbnr(J' county, of North Cm·olma, 
absolving it from the British allegiance, nncl abjuring 
all political connection with that nation, although 
sent to Congress too, is never heard of." The living, 
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positive, witnesses who avouched the fact of the de­
claration, were numei·ous -and respectable; but in the 
absence of written contemporaneous evidence, had 
there been no subsequent developments, the issue, out 
of North Carolina, would, probably have been decid­
ed against us. Shortly after the appearan~e of the 
State pamphlet however, Peter Force discovered in 
an English periodical a proclamation issued by Gov. 
Martin on board his Majesty's ship Cruiser, in Cape 
Fear on tlie 8th August, 1775, from which he copied 
and published the following extract : "And whereas, 
I have also seen a most infamous publication in the 
Cape Fear 1JferoU7'Y importing to be resolves of a set 
of people, stylipg themselves a committee for the 
county' of MecklenburO' most traitoroui,ly declaring 
h . t,) • 

t e entire dissolution of the laws, government and 
constitution of-..this country, and setting up a syst~m 
of rule and regulation, repugnnnt to the laws an_d 
subversive of his majesty's government, &c." Tlus 
publication was followed in a very few months by 
the discovery in the town of New Berne, of the proc- • 
lamation book of Gov. Mm:tin, the original record, 
not only of this, but of all the proclamations issued 
during his administration. Tlus boo~ was delivered 
by the discoverer, the Rev. Dr. Hawks, to the Gov­
ernor of the State, and is now among the public ar­
chives, in the office of the Secretary_ of ~tate·' 

. 
1 

llow cnme this book which Governor Mnrtin rorricd with him in his 
flig?t first to Fort Johnston nnd then to the Cruiser, in the Cnpe Fcnr Riv­
rr, 10 

July 1775, to bo found in New Berne in 1888? Did the Governor 
Z-Clllllin with Mnj. Craig 1vben Lord Cornwnllis marched to Virginia, nnd 
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Shortly subsequent to the discovery of the record 
referred to, Jared Sparks, while engaged in historical 
investigations in London, found in the State paper 
office, an original letter from Governor Martin to 
Lord Dartmouth, dated " North Carolina, Fort J obn­
ston, 30th June, . 1775," from which he copied the 
following paragraph: "The resolves of the commit• 
tee of Mecklenbmg which your Lordship will find in 
the enclosed newspa.per, surpass all the horrid mid 
treasonable publications, that the inflammatory spir­
its of this c_ontinent have yet produced; and your 
Lordship may depend, its authors and abettors w}U 
not escape my notice, whenever my hands are suf­
ficiently strengthened to attempt the recovery of the 
lost ~uthority of government. A. copy of these 
.resolves, I am informed, was sent off by express to the 
Congress at Philadelphia, as soon ns they were passed 
in the committee." Mr. Sparks states that the news­
paper alluded to, unfortunately could not be found in 
the office. 

nccompnny the former on his expedition to New Bcrue in August '81 P In 
.Tanunry 1775, he hnd buried there his son Snmuel, n P{OIDi5ing boy, tho 
idol of hi& pnrents, nnd n favorite with nil who knew him. (Gov. Burke's 
Letter Book, p. S.) Other influences thnn cousiderations of policy, mny in 
connection with the lntter, bnve impelled n return to tho Pnlnce, '\There, 
amidst extinguished hopes, still lingered the melnncholy nttraclions of tho 
grnve. 

The history of the Order Book of Lord Cormvnllis, eontnining nll the 
,ntries mnde during encb day's march, until he renched Deep River, on the 
20th lforch, 1781, is not less mysterious. It 'ITOS found n few years since, 
among the pnpers of Willio.m Hooper, the-signer of the Declnrntion or 
Independence, by his grandson, tho Rev.· Dr. Hooper, nnd is now in our 
nrcbives. • 
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Governor Martin on his hasty abdication, probably 
carried with him all the records that were immediate­
ly accessible. There were at that time but two news• 
papers published in the province-the North Carolina 
Gazette, at New Berne, and the Cape Fear Mercury, 
at Wilmington. On the 30th January, 1776, Adam 
Boyd entered into a contract with . the Wilmington 
committee to resurhe the publication of the latter, 
(" some time ago laid aside") and continue it for a 
year. The precise period at which James Davis dis­
continued the Gazette, has not been ascertained, but 
the prospectus of the North Carolina Gazette or Im­
partial Intelligencer and vVeekly General Advertiser, 
the first number of which was published at New~ 
Berne on the 29th Auo-ust 1783, discloses the fact 
that "no newspaper h~cl-been published in North 
Q::iro~a fo_r seve_ral years last past." 'l'he~·e were f?ur 
printing P1_esses in operation at different times durmg 
the revolutwu, one at New Berne, another at Halifax, 
a third atta~hecl ,to the army of Lord Cornwallis, and 
a fonrth designed to · clisseminnte the counter proclu­
ro::itions an~ manifestoes of Gen. Greene·. ' We have 
in our _arc~1v_es the first volume of newspapers pnb­
}ishe<l in :Nor th Carolina, (in 1704:) and the first po­
litical pamphlet• Which is known to ha Ye issued from 

1 Seo Appcndb: A. 

1 ,, J 11slico nod policy of t . ·. . . . 
. d. whcr, . lll:1t1g the Americun colomes m Grent Ilr1tn1n, 

c<,ns1cl~;~l ;hey nr:10 is s!1cwc<1 lhnt the colonists ore not n conquered peo­
ple ;- /.' nnd thnl 1~

01
'."tih1tion111Iy cntitlecl to be tuxcd only by their own 

cousc•';; is inconijist:e t0
~ 0 Ring O stnmp-clu ty on the colonists, is us impol· 

jliC ":{,,ore Esqnii"ll ",v'~llh their ri,.hts .l','im aibi utl pa/rice. Uy ?tfon• 
· c •' ' · •In· " · · ricld ul bis ufllcc, ncur the ~•ngton, N. c., pl'intcd by Andrew Stunrt, nod 

ffO ' :1:chnngc, 170G." 
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our press, but there is not a single revolutionary news­
paper, pamphlet or hand-bill on our files, ~vith the 
exception of the laws and journals of the General 
Assembly. There is probably none in eA-istence, and 
the copy of the Cape Fear Mercury transmitted by 
Go,. Martin to Lord Dartmouth and lost from the 
file in the State paper office, is probably the only re\·­
olutionary North Carolina newspaper any portion of' 
the contents of which it is now 1Jossible to ascertain. 

We possess copies in a pretty good state of preser­
vation of all the acts of the General .Assembly, pa...~ed 
and printed during the revolution. The pamphlet 
containing t11e enactments of October session, 1799, 
consists of 3-:1: pages, 16 small folio, the remainder in 
quarto. The continued scarcity of paper in 1781 and 
in 1782, compelled the public printer to adopt a simi­
lar arrangement. Even ,Yl"iting paper was not always 
at the command of men in high official station. In 
1776, General Rntherforcl ent.reated the council of 
safety to hasten a supply of powder to Rowan, to 
enable him to march against the Cherokees, and with 
it a quire of paper, on which he might write his dis­
patches. In 1782, General Butler of Orange, urges 
a similar request upon Governor Burke.' 

With these facts before us the absence of contem­
poraneous eYidence, either written or printed, in rela­
tion to the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence, 

1Tho nets passed in June, 1781, nro comprised inn pnmphlct of 20 pages, 
16 folio, 4 quarto without title ·page or imprint, nnd seem ~o hnrn becu dis• 
tr,buted in the rntio of one to cnch county. Sec the closmg pnrngruph of 
G~n. BuUci's letter of 10th of .August, '81 to GoY. Burkc-unlc l'· 83. 
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ceases to be matter of surprise. I have entered into 
these minute details, however, not merely for the pur­
pose of explaining the causes of the mystery and 
obscurity in which this remarkable event in our his­
tory has · hitherto been involved, but to prepare you 
for the tedious and pains-taking investigation upon 
which we are abou\ to enter. 

Whilst the war was in proQ"ress, tbe tory leaders of 
b M . h' course communicated only with Gov. . artm or 1s 

confidential agents, and when it was over, and life no 
longer qependent upon secrecy, the· fear of disgrace 
was a sufficient motive for silence. • 

For facts and illustrations then, in relation to this 
portion of our history we must turn to unpublished 
records and manuscripts, here and elsewhere, to con­
temporaneous publications in the sister States, and 
especially to the recoi·cls, magazines and newspapep, 
of the 1?othc~· c?untry. Many- of these sour~es of 
iuformatwn will in due time be opened to us, m the 
j1nmense and invaluable repository of facts, in re~a­
tion to the whole range of American history, now m 
the course of publication under the ·patronage of the 
general goYernment by Peter Force.1 

W11ether the design in removinO' Governor Tyro~1 
to New York, was to reward him for the vigor and 
ability with which he had maintained the royal cause 
during the commotion occasioned by the stamp net, 
:md the subsequent war with the Regulators, or to 
make room for a successor better suited to the peen-

1 
See Appendix B, 
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liar condition of things in North Carolina: the mcu:;­
ure was ·evidently a wise one. Gov. '!')Ton was not a 
favorite with any considerable portion of the popula­
tion. He was disliked by the leading men upon the 
Cape Fear, and was the great object of aversion and 
dread to the Regulators. Gov. Martin on the other 
hand was able to adopt measures of conciliation, 
especially by a judicious exercise of the pardoning 
power, and of this advantage it will be seen he availed 
himself promptly and clextrously. 

The bond of nuion between the Regulators and the 
Highlanders and the consequent almost universa1sup­
port yielded by both parties to the royal governm~nt, 
are subjects of interesting enquiry, but not, we think, 
of very difficult e}q>lanation. There was the sympa­
thy produced by the sense of common oppression and 
su:ffe1ing, and a common apprehension of future pun­
ishment for past offences. There was the additional 
tie of deep seated devotion to Prince Edward upon 
the part of the Highlanders, and a decided preference 
for him, to the reigning monarch, on the part of the 
Regulators. This is shown with respect to the Regu­
lators by the most prominent fact set forth in Gov. 
Tryon's proclamation of the 18th October, 1770. Tho 
s~ries of ontrages perpetrated at Hillsborough on the 
preceding 25th September in audaciously attacking his 
Majesty's associate justice in tho execution of his 
office and barbarously beating and wounding several 
other persons, concludes with an averment of the 
crowning enormity of "drinking damnation to their 
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lawful sovereign · King George and success to ·the 
Pretender.1 

' 

The Regulators, though now arrayed on the side of 
the King, were nevertheless in opposition to Ashe, 
Caswell and Waddell and ,the other popular leaders 
whom they encountered ·at Alamance. .A ··portion, 
too, of the Highland~rs were .probably themselves Re­
gulators, and others may have sympathized with 
them. A much- wider range of country seems to 
have be~n under the influence of this political ·party, 
than is ordinari'ly supposed. The spirit wh-idh ani- u_ 

mated it :rpay be traced in events which occurred 
about this time :in Halifax, Bute~ and Granville, 
while it maintained ·a decided ascendency in Orange, 
~andolph, Gu~lf0rd, >Surry and the contiguo_us por­
tion of Rowan. :In Anson, from which the present 
county of Richmond had not then been separated, 
t.l~e manifestations were about as early and nearly as 
".1olent as in Orange . . Waightstill .Avery, the first 
Attorney-General after the revolution, . having just 
obtained a license to practice law from .Governor 
Tryon, was sworn as an Attorney at the April term, 
l '769, of Anson Superior Court. Here he became 
acquainted with Major John Dunn, Colonel Samuel 
Spencer and Captain Alexander Martin, the first na­
me~ a prominent tory, and the two latter leading 
wlngs 1n subsequent times. His diary records the 
fact that these gentlemen informed him that on the 
·evening previous to his arrival, (11th .April,) '·' a set 

: ~upplement to lhc Cnpc Fcnr Mercury, No.-48, O~t., 1770. 
• ow Frnnk!ln und W urrcn. . · 
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of banditti who styled themselYes Tiegnlntors brought 
a large quantity of hickory switches to menace the 
clerk of the court-Coloner Spencer ; and :flogged 
his writer." 1 This occunence was nearly eighteeu 
months previous to the great Hillsborough riot which 
called forth the proclamation of Governor Tryon.­
Row much further _ the spirit of the party may have 
been disseminated in the direction of the Scotch set­
tlements, and to what extent the Highlanders had · 
passed the boundaries of Anson, it may not be very 

• easy at the present day to determine. That a very 
intimate union existed between these clans and the 
Regulators, from the Cape Fear to the extremo west­
ern settlements bordering on the Blue Ridge, within 
a, short time thereafter, is clearly ascertained. Gover­
nor Martin's ascendency over both parties is every 
:where manifest. A.. letter from the Earl of Dart­
:mouth to the Governor, elated ·white Hall, May 3, 
1775, reveals the ispell ·which bound the Regulators 
to the throne. "Your letters of the 2Gth Jan nary 
and 10th of March, numbers 27 and 28, the latter of 
which I received only yesterday, cqntain matters of 
very great importance. The addresses from the four 
counties of Guilford, Dobbs, Rowan and Surry, 
breath a spirit of loyalty to the King, and attaclu~ient 
to the authority of Great Britain which cmmot be 
too much encouraged, and it will be necessary that_ 
you lose no time in acquainting the inhabitants of' 
these counties, that these testimonies of t~eir duty 

1 Colonel Avery's MSS. Diary in our nrchivcs. 



112 REYOLUTION,rny illSTORY OF N. CAROLINA • . 

and affection have been most graciously received by 
his Majesty ; that his Majesty will not fail to afford 
them those marks of his royal favor, which such a 
meritorious course of conduct appears to deser.ve, and 
that as soon as the necessary forms will admit, his 
Majesty's clemency towards the insurgents in 1770, 
wilJ be extended by a proclamation of general par­
don, to all except Herman Husbands." He directs 
him to proceed immediately, through the agency of 
respectable persons to organize associations in each of 
these counties for the support of government. He • 
hopes it will be possible to avoid the fatal necessity 
of drawing t.he sword, but nevertheless deems it pro­
per to prepare for every emergency. To this end he 
authorizes him to hold out to gentlemen in these 
counties, the prospect of commissions suitable to their 
rank and station. He states furthermore that he has 
his Majesty's commands to direct General Gage, up.on 
the Governor's application, " to send some able and 
discreet officer, .to lead the people forth against any 
rebellious attempts to disturb the public peace." 1 

We have in this dispatch the earliest intimation of 
the first measure adopted in tlie plan of the campaign 
of 1776, the history of which, we now begin to trace, 
and to develop, s_tep by step. 

Governor Martin was able and indefatigable, but 
evidently credulous and sanguine. He had persuad­
ed himself, and in due time succeeded in convincing , 
the home government, that the authors of these ac!-

1 Am, Arch., 4th series, vol. :1st, p. 47'G. 
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dresses spoke the sentiments of a decided majority of 
the people of the province. He travelled extensiveh, 
and mingled freely with the inhabitants of the mo1:e 
populous counties, and especially in the highh~nd set­
tlements. · A very large proportion of the monied 
capital, a rirnch more potent instrument then than at. 

tthe present day, was wielded by Scotch merchants, 
who had establishments in all the more important 
-counties. At the head of this interest wasJohnllam­
ilton, _of Halifax, who is in due time to claim our 
attentio~ in a more imposing position. 

In May, 1774, Governor Martin spent ten days in 
that town on his way to select a summer rcsidenct' in 
the county of Bute, and is supposed to have -passed ll 

considerable part of the summer there on his return.' 
H~ had secret adherents, moreover, in tlie ranks of 
the professedly most ardent of the whigs. Among 
these may be particularized Farquard Campbell and 
Thomas Rutherfo~·d, ~en of wealth, character and in­
fluence in the county of Cumberland. They were 
members of the first provincial convention, whicl1 
met at New Berne, on the 25th of .A1tgnst, 177 4, and 
appointed William. Hooper, Joseph Ilews and Rich­
ard Caswell delegates to the first Continental Con­
,rress. They were members of the second Provincial 
Convention which met at the same place. On tho 
3d of April, 1775, they both signed the articles of 
American Association, and united in the vote <lenonnr-

cing the " eq~ivocul conduct" of Thomas Macknight, 

• .Andrew :Miller to Governor Uurke. Letter Dook. 

8 
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a member from Currituck, in withholding bis signa­
ture, and in holding him up "as the proper object of 
contempt to this continent." They were members of 
the first Provincial Congress in August, 1775, at 
Hillsborough, ancl of the second, which met at Hali­
fax, 4th April, 1776. On the 12th of that month 
they voted for the Resolution instructing our delega-, 
tes in the Continental Congress, to declare independ­
ence. Before the meeting of the third Provincial 
Congress, they were both in coufinement at Halifax, 
llS prisoners of war.' 

Royal governors; like their royal masters, are fre-
. quently in perilous times, in situations not the m~st 
favorable for the ascertainment of truth, and it is not 
very surprising that a gentleman of Governor Martin's 
temperament, should. from the evidence before him, 
and the influences by which he was snrro~mded, havo 
greatly over estimated the strength of the loyalists. 
With the exception of Georgia, all the English wri­
ters of the <lay concur in the opinion, that the adhe• 
rents of the crown were more numerous in North Ca­
rolina, than in any other province, and there is am­
ple evidence, that the opinion was confidently enter­
tained by th~ government. in the autumn of ~'l'l/3, 
that a respectable naval and military armament, sent 
to the aid of Governor Martin, would not merely res­
tore him to his lost authority, but insure the speedy 
subjugation of all the southern provinces. The se­
lection of an "able and dis('reet office~·," to unito nnd 

'See Journal Third Provipcinl Congretss, Am. Arch. "ol. 6, p. 63. 
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lead the Highlan~ clans and the Regulators became 
an object of momentous impqrtance and concern. 

Among the emigrants to tl~e Cape Fear, about the 
close of 1773, was .Allan McDonald, of Kings borough, 
the husband of the chivalrous Flora. She was no 
longer young, but independently of the historic fame 
which she had even then achieved, was eminently 
fascinating and attractive. The great giant of· En­
glish literature, D1•. Johnston, was her guest in Sep­
tember of that year, occupied the room and slept in 
the bed which had given. shelter and repose to the 
fugitive Stuart, and there is obviously no incident in 
his personal history, to which he referred more fre­
quently or with greater pride and pleasure. We hav:e , 
his assurance, that her name will be mentioned in 
histo·ry, and if courage and fidelity be virtues, men­
tioned with honor. Ile describes her as a woman of 
middle stat~re, soft features and elegant presence, 
and in a subsequent letter to Mrs. Thrale, as of" pleas­
ing person and elegant behaviour." He adds, that 
she and her husband are poor and going to try their 
fortune in America. She is understood to have mar­
ried at twenty-four, and must then have been about 
forty-fl ve years of age. Her husband was probably 
something older. 

Boswell represents him to have been the bea,u ideal 
of a Highland chieftain, exhibiting "the graceful 
mien and manly looks which the popular Scotch song 
has attributed to that character. He had his tartan 
plaid thrown about him, a large blue bonnet with a 
knot of blue ribbonds, like a cockade, and brown 

0 
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coat, of a sort of duffil, and tartan waistcoat with 
gold buttons and gold button holes, a bluish philibeg 
and tartan hose. He had jet black hair, tied behind, 
nnd was a large, stately man with a steady, sensible, 
countenance." A son bornjn 1759, accompanied them 
in their emigration to North Carolina; who was in all 
respects worthy of his lineage and destined to attain 
celebrity, in arms, letters and science. 1 

High ns his pretensions seem to have been, howev­
er, Allan McDonald was not " the pn.1dent and dis­
creet officer," selected by Gen. Gage to lead the·united 
bands of Regulators and Highlanders. 

· Tow·ards the close of the year 1775, as we learn 
from the account of the p;·oceedings of the Ameri­
can Colonists in the Gentleman's Magazine for June 
1776, two Scotch officers, Messrs. McDonald and 
McLeod passed through New Berne. "They were 
suspected of some sinister designs and questioned by 
the provincials concerning their business. They pre­
tended they ·were officers who were wounded at 
Bunker's Hill, and had left the army with a. design to 
settle among their friends."" 

On the 10th day ·of January, 1776, Governor Mar­
tin from on board his Majesty's ship Cruiser, in Cape 
Fear River, issued a proclamation, denouncing the 
unnatural rebellion then existing, declaring his deter­
mination "to erect his Majesty's royal standard, and · 
to collect and unite his Majesty's people under the 
same," tendering fo!giveness of all past offences, 

1 Seo Appendix C. 
1 p. p. 281-2. 
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" even admitting they have taken up arms," to all 
those who would now join heart and band to restore 
the Government.' 

On the ame day be issued a commission' to Allan 
McDonald, Donald McDonald, Alexander McLeod, 
Donald McLeod, ..Alexander McLean, Allen Stewart, 
William Campbell, Alexander McDonald and Neill 
McArthur, E qs., of the counties of Cumberland and 
Anson ;- John Pile, Esq., of the county of Chatham; 
William Fields, James Hunter, Robert Fields, Jere­
miah Field and Saymofo York, Esqs., of the county 
of Guilford; Michael Holt and James Munroe, Esqs., 
of . the county of Orange; Paul Barringer,' of the 
county of Mecklenburg; ,Vi11iam Spurgian, William 
Bryan, Samuel Bryan and Mathias Sappingfield, 
~sqs., of the county of Rowan; Gideon Wright and , 
James Glynn, Esqs., of the county of Surry, and 
Philemon Hawkins,' Senior, and Philemon Hawkins,• 
Junior, Esqs., of the county of Bute, authorizing them 
to erect the King's standard and to raise, levy, mus­
ter, and array in arms all his Majesty's loyal and 
faithful subjects within their respective counties.'' 
They were directed to form the forces so raised into 

1 .-lm. Arch. 4.th Series, vol. iv, p. p. 980-'l. 

'Idem p. p. 9S1-'2. 

• These gentlemen were sturdy nnd well-tried Whigs throughout tho 
Rcvolutionory war. Gornrnor )lurlin mo.y hnve been misinformed in relo 
lion to them, or m11y have inserted their nnmes in order to render them 
objects of suspicion, nod strip them of their inilucnco among the "\Vl1igs. 
The first nnmed was made n prisoner by the tories, nud suffered n long 
confinement within the British Jines o.t Comden, S. C. Sec Wheeler's 
llis~or. Skct., vol. ii, p. G7. For infurmo.tion in relation to tho lntlcr, see 
idem, vol. i, pnges 59, 78, SG,-vol. ii, p. 426. Silllilar iojusticc rony possi• 
lily hove been done to othen. 
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companies of fifty men each, and to appoint one cap­
tain, one lieutenant and one ensign to each com-
pany. . 

Precisely when, where, and to what extent copies 
of the proclamation and commission were cljssemina­
ted, it is of course impossible now to ascertain. On 
the 10th February, 1776, however, J ohn R eynolds, of 
the county of Rowan, made oath that he had heard 
these papers read in the camp of William Fjelds, "and 
that he heard from the officers· and men declared, free 
plunder, wherever they werrt." Ro,van was then 3 

frontier county, and the union, it seems, between the 
Highlanders and Regulators was already perfect from 
the sea-coast to the mountains. 

Allan McDonald was the first named in the com­
mission, but t~e manifestoes jssued by Donald 
_McDonald, the first without date, the second on the 
5th February, reveal the fact that His Excellency 
Brjgadier General Donald McDonald, fa commander 
of His Majesty's forces for the time being in N oTth 
Carolina. These papers, like the former, are shown 
by the same witness to have been read on Tuesday, 
the 5th of February, in Field's camp at Dillos by 
William Spurgian. 1 

• 

As early as the 24th June of the last year, in a let­
ter from Fort Johnston, to -Lewis Henry DeRossett, • 
a member of his council, Governor Martin l1ad 
admitted that "nothing but the actual and declnreci 

1 Am. Arch. 4th Series, vol. iv, p. 083. 
1 Idem, vol. iii, p. 8. 
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rebellion of the Kin"''s subjects, and the failure of nll 
other mean to maintain the King's government would 
justify the giv ing encouragement to slaves to revolt 
agninst tl1eir masters. ' This actual and declared re­
bellion now existed, and on the econd of December, 
John Ilancock, the P re ident of the Continental Con­
gress, notified Gen. Washington that Lord Dunmore 
had erected the royal stnndard at Norfolk, proclaimed 
martial law, offered freedom to the negrocs, and im i­
them to j oin him.' To one hundred and twenty reg­
ular trnops, Lord Dunmore joined a number of tories 
and negroes with his force, he marched to the Great 
Bridge in the County of Nansemond where he 
entrenched himself, waiting the success of emmissa­
ries whom he had sent into the district of Edenton, 
to tempt the slaves in the northern counties to seek 
refuge under the r()yal standard, with the hope of 
freedom.' 

The Blue Ridge was at this time the dividing line be­
tween North Carolina and the Cherokees. The tribe 
was representecl by Col. Drayton as numbe.ringmoro 
than two thousand warriors; J olrn Stuart was the royal 
agent and .Alexander Cameron his principal deputy. 
A letter from the latter to General Gage,' interceptcJ 
in J\me, 177.3, states that Stuart's interest with the 
Indians w:ts much greater, and that he was more be­
loved by them than any other man. The writer re­
mnrks, ncYcrtheless, that he hnd the vanity to sup-

1 Am . .Ar~h. vol. iv, p. 1:ili. 
• ~farlin's N. C. vol. ii, p. 3S0. 
'.Am. Ar. 4lh series, yoJ. ii, p. 112. 



120 REVOLUTIONARY llISTORY OF' N. CAROLmA. 

pose that he could himself head any number he thought 
proper, whenever (:ailed upon, in support of his Ma­
jesty's government. Both these persons were Scotch-. 
men, and their names are found among some·of the 
most influential 1-Iighl!Liiders upon the Cape Fear. 
Before the middle of August, substantial evidence 
was afforded that Cameron's was no empty_ boast, 
though tl.te storm did not bnrst upon the frontiers until 
the 5th .June in the following year. 

At tlie time, then, that Governor Martin issued his 
Proclamation declaring the existence of an unnatural 
rebellion within the provin,ce, and dispatched his 
commission to leaclinO' men in a continuous chain of 

b ! ' 
counties, from Cumberland to Rowan, urging them 
to_ erect the royal standard, and meet him at Brnns­
Wtck, on the 15th February ;-Lord Dunmore was in 
force upon our northern border ·-Sir Henry Clinton, 
d . ' 

estmed to the chief command with · the Mercury, 
King Fisher, two or three tenders and four companies 
0

_f troops was on his way from New York ; Lord Wil­
ham ?mnpbell, in the Syren, was expected from South 
Carolina, and Sir. Peter Parker, had sailed from . 
Portsmouth with a squadron of two frigates; eight 
sloo . ps, a schoqner, and a bomb-ketch, with $even reg-
iments of troops on board, under the command of 
Lord Cornwallis. The train was laid, and h would 
seem that Governor Martin had merely to apply the 
1nutch d l · · . . 'l 
f an cindle ' a cvvil a sa11:ane and a se1'Vi e war rom v-· · . ' ;, • 
l 

1
rgin1a to South Carolina, from the Atlantic to 

t. ie Alleghani , 
IT 

es. au . 
· 

110 unforeseen causes occurred to defeat the op-
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oration of this welf planned campaign, tl'te early sub­
jugation of North Carolina , nnd of all tho-Southern 
States would , humanly speak.in"', eem to ha Ye been in­
evitable. But there i a Goel t.hnt ruleth in the affairs 
of men. Sir Ilenry linton, commander-in-chief, did 
not clear the capes of Virginia un til the 2Gth Fcbrn­
ry. 4- six weeks' voy:vrc would htivc placed I,on] 
Cornwallis upon our hores, by the day appointed fo r 
the r endezvous of the Regulators, and the IIighbnd­
ers at Brnnswick. B nt the season was stormy, tlic 
voyage a loncr one, and Admiral Parker dicl not anive 
at the month of Cape F~anmtil the beginning of 11fay. 
"Five years thereafter , in the month of Yebruary, 1i 1, 
a sudden rise of the waters, first in the Yadkin alHl 
next in the Dan, twice saved the rctrcatiug army of 
Greene from the same Cornwallis. Ile lecl from Ire­
land on this occasion, a more powerful army than that 
with which he won the fatal triumph, the victorious 
defeat at Guilford. 

But in the mean time the battle of Moore's crook 
had been fought. It is not my purpose to refer, ex­
cept in general tenps, to the events of the ba~tle-fiel<l. 
The pen of English history has never been gnidccl by 
an abler or more impartial band than that of Edmund 
Burke, and his brief account, evidently framed from 
materials, at that time inaccessible to any one on this 
si<le of the Atlantic, is the most comprehensive and 
accurate that has fallen under my observation.' 

The consequences of this victory have, from caus~ 

•·See Appendix D. 
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rendered I trust sufficiently obviou·s by the preceding 
narrative, never been duly appreciated. The State 
and the nation owe a debt of gratitude to the victori­
ous leaders, Caswe1l, Lillington and Moore, ·which will 
be more clearly comprehended and deeply felt in sub­
sequent times, than at present. S trange to say, even 
the official accounts, though on file in the Secr~tary's 
office, have to this day never been printed in the 
State of North Carolina.. The.brief despatch of Cas­
well, and a considerable extract from the report of 
Moore, may be found fo the fifth volume of the Amer­
ican Archives.' But there is no other work, to which 
I am able to direct the attention of the enquirer, for 
the official report of this brilliant achievement. In­
<leeu, it is supposed that an entire copy of General 
Moore's letter has never until now been printed. 

'.l'hat our troops should have gained a victory at all, 
under the circumstances in. which the parties were plac­
ed, was upon all ordinary principles of calculation most 
_extraordinary. The entire force under the command of 
Caswell and Lillington did not exceed a thou.sand mili­
tia and minute men. Burke states that the royal force 
wa5 estimated at fi·om fifteen hundred to three thousand 
and that the latter number was admitted by the com­
manding general after Lis defeat. ~ Stedman the com­
missary of Lord Cornwallis, who accompanied him iu 
the campaigns of 17S0 and '81, estimates McDonald's 
force at eighteen hundred. Neither Caswell nor Lil­
lington had seen previous service. McDonald and !fo-

1 Sec Appendix E. 
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Leod "ere veteran soldiers, hacl fought with reputation 
at Culloden , and must from this cnusehave lrndstrong 
claims upon the admiration and affection of their coun­
trymen. The dreaded claymore of tho Ilighlandor, and 
the unerring rifle of the mountaineer, were in the 
hands of men thirsting for renown and for ,engeance. 
Flora McDonald, her lrn band at the regiment, and 
her only son, a lad of se \;onteen, a captain, is under­
stood to have urged her countrymen to the field. Sted­
man attributes the fortunes of tho day to the extraor­
din¥y energy and skill exhibited by the provincial 
commander and "great di vision in the councils of tho 
loyaUsts." 1 

Allan McDonald it will be remembered "·as the' 
first named in the comrni ion to erect the royal stan­
dard, while not only Donald McDonald, but Col. 
McL.eod took precedence in the field. Can. it be that 
tho preference of the new comers OYer tho old settlers, 
the immediate friends of the pretender, and the ]111s­

band of Flora, gave rise to this fatal di:;sension?' 
General McDonald was not in· tho action, but confin­
ed to his bed with dangerous illness at a house eight 
miles distant. :McLeod, the actual commander, foll 
while rushing impctnonsl.r at tho hea<l of the colmnn, 
nt the first fire. 

1 Amcrieim ,vnr, Yol. i, p. 18(1. 

• H ia stuted on !he nuthori!y of Sir Walter Scott, thnt the McDonahh 
always laid claim to be plnred on tho right of Urn whole cluns, 11nd thut 
1hose or thnt tribe assigned the brr11eh of !his order nt Culloden, na ono 
cause of !he loss of the d11y. The McDonnlds pluccd on !he left wing, re­
fW<ed to ehnrgc nnd posi!ircly !en !ho field unus!lllilcd and unbrokcn.­
llo~wcll's Johnson, Yol. i, p. 4i2.-noto. 

• 
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The victory was not ·only decisive but overwhelm­
ing: :fifreqn hnndl"ed rifles, all of them excellent pieces; 
tlil'eelrnndredancl fifty guns and shot bags; one hun­
-drcd and fifty swords and dirk ; two .medicine chests 
immediately from England, one valued at three hun­
dred pounds stcrlino-, tliirtcen waggnns with complete 
sets of horses, a box of Johannes and English guineas, 
amounting to fifteen th on and pounds sterling, and 
eight hundred and fifty common soldiers, were among 
the trophies of tl10 :fi eld.' 

In audition to the highland chieftains, Col. Thomas 
Rutherford of Cumberland, Capt. John Piles, the un­
fortunate victim of Lee ancf Pickens, in 1781, and 
four persons of tl1c name of Fields of the county of 
Guilfol'd, all of them familiar as persons authorized to 
erect the royal standard in their respective count.ie~, 
were among t.hc prisoners. 

The victory was won on the 27th February. On 
the 5th March the provincial council, communicated 
Col. Caswell's lctte1·, written the da.y after the battle, 
to the President of Hie continental Congress. The 
council after stating the measures which · h11:d beeri 
adopted to secure the persons and estates of the ring­
leaders among the Highlanders and the Eegul~tors, 
take occasion to assure the Continental Congress that 
they have every thing to hope from the vigilance, skill 
and activity of the officers and the patriotism and 
courage exhibited by the men upon this occasion, that 
a noble ardour pervaded all classes, inso.much, that in 
less than a fortnight, nine thousand and four hundred 
men aad rpwanls were embodied and on their march 

~ ATn. Ar. -4.lb ec.ricB, vol. v, p. 03. 
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to m eet the enemy, and tLat morn n~ight l1are boon 
rnised if it had been necessary.' 

The following extract of a lcttc1· from a gentleman 
in North Caroli1;1a, dated Ap;·il 17th, 177G, (probably 
a misprint for the 7th,) may be found in the 5th Yo!. 
3d series of the A meri can Archirns, p. D5D. 

"I arrived here after a tedious journey. As I came 
through · Vi·rginia, I toun<l the inhabitants desi­
rous to be independent from B1·itain. However, they 
wcre°willing to submit their o_pinion on the subject to 
whatever the general Congress should determine. 
1Yo·rtli Ocrll'olina, by far exceeds thorn, occasioned by 
the great fatigue, trouble and danger tho people here 
have undergone for some time ·past. Gentlemen of 
the first fortune in the prov ince have marched us 
common sljdiers; and to encournge and give spirit to 
the men, have footed it the whole time. Lord Oom­
wallis with se,en regiment:; is expected to visit us 
every day. (Hinton is now in Oape Fem· with GoL 
.1Jfartin, who has about forty sail of vessels, armed 
and unarmed, waiting his arrival. The J:Iighlnndcrs 
and Ilegnlutors arc not to be tmstcd. Gov. }Jarlin 
J1as coaxed a number of slaves to le:wc their muster:­
in the lower parts;_ every thing base and wicked i,; 
practi ·eel by him. These things have wholly ch::mge1l 
the temper and disposition of the inhabitant~, that arc 
friends to liberty, all regard or fondness for the King 
Qr nation of Britain is gone; t\ total separation i:1 
what they wnnt,, lmlcpendencc is the wor<l most 

> American Ar. p. GO. 
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nse<l. They a.3k if it is possible, that any colony after 
what has passed can wish for a reconciliation? The 
convention have tried to get th e opinion of the peo­
ple at large. I am told th at in many counti_es there 
was not one dissentiug voice. Four more battallions 
are directed to be raised which will make six in. the 
province." 

Within fi ve days from the expres ion of these opin­
ions, viz: on t.l1 e 12th of April , the P rovincial Con­
gress, resolved nnanimonsly, '' that th e delegat:s for 
this c_olony in the Continental Cougress be empowered 
to concur wi th the delegates of the other colonies in 
decl aring indepemlency and forming fo reign allian­
ces." 1 On the foll owing day it -was " resolved that 
the thankH of this Congress be g iven to Col. Richard 
Caswell and the brave ofllcers ·and solclie · under his 
command, for the ,·cry essential service by them reu­
<lcrecl this country at tl1e battle of Moore's Creek. 

Admiml Parker arrived about the first of May. 
On the fifth Sil- IIenry Clinton issued Jiis proclama­
tion, from on board the Pallas, declaring that a rebel­
lion existed, denouncing all committees, and con­
?;resscs, bnt offering free pardon to all ·who would lay 
clown their arms :ind suumit to _the laws, excepting 
only Cornelius Harnett and R obert_ Howe.• 

On the following Snnda.,y, between two and three 
o'dock in the -morning, nine hnuclred troops under 
the comm:.md of Lord Cornwallis, landed upon the 
1il:mtation of Genera.I Howe, in tho county of Bruns-

• Amcric:in Ard1. vol. " • p. 13~~-
1 .\m~ricau Arch. :i1h sutil'!!. vol L ,p. l~:". 
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~ick, and were foiled in ::m attempt to smprise :Major 
Davis stationed at the mill at Orton, with abont one 
hundred and fifty militia. They burned the inill, ra­
,·uged General Howe's plantation, cnrri ed off a fow 
bullocks and returned to their transports ,vith the 
loss of two men killed, a pri oner and se,·eral wound­
ed. Governor :Martin was recei r ed on board the 
flng sl1ip of the squadron, and this powerful arrna­
ment from which so much had heen expected, was by 
tJ1e cloc:e of the month under way to experience fur­
ther disappointments and more signal disasters in 
South Carolina.' 

That the plan of this campaign in all . its detaih1 
had been prepared and suggested by Gorernor Mar­
tin may be fairly jnfcrred .. from the eddenc~ before 
us. The extent to which he may jusily be consider­
ed responsible for its failure, it is not iu the present 
state of our historical infonnntion so ensy to deter­
mine. ·why were the Regulators rcgnirell to trnven,,o 
the State from the monntains to the Seaboard nncl 
rendezvous ,Yith the Highlanders at l!rnuswick ?­
,vith a. strOJlO' uaval force at the rnout.h of the Capo 
Fear, the gre:t ccntrnl river of the State, Sir Henry 
Clinton might ha,·e advanced into the interior, with 
nn absolute certainty of rcceiring large nceessiorni to 
his numbers at cYcry stage of his p1·ogrcss. The 
,vbigt; were comparatively numerous on the He:mokP, 

1 Am. Ar~h. 4th series, -rol. -ri., p. ·132. See lctler,1 of Lord Dartmouib to 
Gcucml llowe, Sept. 15th, 1775, Amcric,m -~r., TOL iii., 4th ~eri.:s, II· 7H. 
Oct. 22d, p. 1,13[•, ::ud !\oY. S!h, P· 1,l\/0, 
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the Tar and the Nense, and the counties between the 
Catawba and the Yadkin were the most rebellions in 
America, but there is no doubt that from this time 
down to the close of the Revolution a dec_ided major­
ity of' tho popnbtion between the Podeo and Cap<' 
Fear, in North and in South Carolina, from the Sea- · 
board to the mountains, was disaffected.' The h1ti-
111ation of Gornrnor Martin, of a willingness in 1;my 
extremity to arm the slaves against (heir mast.ors, ex­
cited a storm of indignation which drove him from 
the Palace to seek shelter under the guns of Fort 
J olmston. The allegation of a similar threat, by Cap­
tain Collet, tlie· commander of the garrison, re<luced 
both of' them to the necessity of hastening to an arm­
ed vessel in the river, and they were scarcely on 
hoard when tl10 dismantled fortress was reduced to 
ashes' The ·Governoi· may h:we supposed that some 
imposing demonstration of power was necessary to 
redeem him from the obloquy incident to ·ignomini­
ous flight. A triumphant restoration to his authority 
upon the part of the citizens of the province, with a 
squadron of fifty vessels on the coast, in the presence 
of the numerous and well appointed army command­
ed by Sir Henry Clinton, he may well have suppos­
ed, would exert a great moral influence, not merely 
in~orth Carolina, but throughout the continent. The 
defoat of :McDonald dispelled this glorious illm:ion.­
'l'hc astounding fact, ass~rtcd by the provincial Con-

'l.:nh·crsity Ma~nzinc, ,·ol. i, p. 16-l. 
1 ~a1·tin's !l'. C., vol. H, p. p. :;51-5. 
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grc..<:S and admitted by Burke, that the province pre­
viously con idered so weak and so divided, was able 
in l~ss than a fortnight to bring ten thousand men 
into the field,' may have lost Governor Martin, the 
confidence of Sir Henry Clinton and Lord Cornwallis, 
nnd induced them to yield to the importunities of Lord 
William Campbell ·and direct their energies to the 
sister province of South Carolina, as a more promis­
ing field for adventure. 

Judge Martin, the historian of North Carolina, com­
putes the popnlation of the Province at this time, at 
onelmndred and fifty thou.sand, one-fifth of whom were 
slaves, and the population of New Berne, the most 
populous town, at sLx hundred: It is evidently an 
under estimate. It has not been usual for writers, 
11t home or abroad, in ancient or modern · times, to 
ov.errate us. Even the framers of the Constitution 

. in 1787, assigned us .five members in t.he Honse of 
Representatives and gave tb·e same number to South 
Carolina. The census of 1790, placed us in the rela­
tive ratio of eiO'bt to five. Our aggregate population 

0 • 
was probably two hundred and ten thousand; of these, 
seventy thousand may have been slaves. The number 
ot' free white mules, between tho ages of sixteen and 
fifty, includin(T tories, quakers and other non-combat. 
ants, was less 

0

than thirty-fh-e thousand. Sir Henry 
Clinton might well distrust the hopes of Governor 
Martin, and retire cautiously from . !\ people, whoso 

1 Ann. Reg. 1776, p. p. 15G--8. 
1 Vol i~ p: 39G. 

9 
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Committee at Mecldenburg had declared the entire 
dissolution of the laws, government and constitution, 
in langu~ge surpassing all the horrid and treason­
able publications that the in fl ammatory spirits of the 
Continent had yet produced ; ·whose Provincial Con­
gress, in anti cipation of all the other States, had 
declar-ed for independence, and nearly one-third of 
whose fighting men were already .in the fi eld, flushed 
with victory and anxious for rn?re·decisive combat. 

Governor ·Martin probably availed himself most re­
luctantly of Admiral Parker's invitation to accom­
pany him in the Flag sbjp of the retiring squadron. 
However this may have been, a train of subsequent 
events shows that he had no idea of yielding up hi~ 
government to ungratefnl rebels. A. veTy brief ref~ 
crence to the ,leading incidents in his sn bsequent ca­
reer will close our notice of him and of our subject. 
·where he was, or how employed during the£ ve years 
whi~h succeeded his departlll'e from our coast, about 
the last of May, 1776, we have not at present the 
means of ascertaining. In the intervening period a 
sad change had come over the affairs of North Caro­
lina and the entire South. 

At the very moment the enemy was menacing us 
with in~asion, on our ·southern borders, IIowe, with 
one of our battalions, was assisting in driving lord 
Dunmore from Virginia. The very . :first letter re­
ceived by ·Governor Caswell, on hfa accession to office, 
wn.s a. very brief dispatch from Governor Rutledge, 
da~d 6th November, 1776, imploring immediate nid 
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in behalf of South Carolina.' In the following year 
the heroic Nash fell at -Germantown. In March, 1770, 
General .Ashe, at the head of a large body of our 
niilitia, sustained disastrous defeat at Brier Creek, in 
Georgia. On the 20th February, General Lincoln re­
tired from the scige of Savannah, and on the 12th 
May, 17 O, surrendered om continental battalions and 
a thousand mflit1a at Charleston.' The two great 
commercial marts in the South were now British gar­
risons, and the States of Georgia and South Carolina 
conquered provinces. Lord Cornwallis at the head 
of a gallant army, but inferior in numbers to that 
which accompanied him to our shores in 1776, now 
proceeded to the second invasion of North Carolinn. 
The premonitory symptoms of his approach soon be­
gan to be exhibited within our borders. 

On the 9th of June, as we learn from Gen. Gi-a­
ham's account of the battle of Ramsour's Mills, John 
Moore, a native of the county of Tryon, who had left 
the neighborhood the preceeding winter, returned and 
announced himself to his old friends as Lieut. Col. 
of the North Carolina regiment of loyalists, comman­
ded by Col. John Hamilton. A few days afterwards 
Nicholas Welch made his appearance, clad in rich 
British uniform, and well supplied with British gold. 
They were directed to enlist as many men as possible, 
but not to embody them until after harvest. Either 
because they were too impetuous themselves, or una-

1 Caswell's Letter Book, p. 1. 
• University lfag:uine, vol. ii, p. 101. Oaawpll'.11 Letler_:Qoqk. 
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ble to restrain the too zealous loyalty of the neigh­
borhood, by the 20th about one thousand three hun­
dred tories were encamped at Ramsom's Mill, and 
ready to take the field. 1 Farther reference to their 
history is not necessary to our purpose. 

Colonel Hamilton, whose original residence as we 
have s~en, was at Halifax, on the 27th August, 1777, 
solicited and obtained a pas port from Governor Cas· 
well to go fr~rri Hillsborough to ew York.' The 
next information we have of him, he is at the head. 
of a North Carolina regiment of loyalists under the 
command of Lord Cornwallis. Where he had been 
in the mean time, or where and when he.had enlisted 
his troops we have no certain information. 

Tarleton states that the defeat of Moore ~t Ram­
sour's "encouraged a spirit of persecution, which made 
Colonel Bryan, another loyalist, who had promised to 
wait for orders, lose all patience, and forced him to 
move with eight hundred men, from the forks of the 
Yadkin towards the nearest British post. . ~.fter many 
difficulties he fortunately reached the seventy-£rst. 
regiment stationed in the Cheraws."' 

• Or_i the 16th A;.ugnst, Lord Cornwallis informed 
~ir Henry Clinton that "our assurances of attachment 
from our distressed friends in North Carolina are as 
strong as ever. And the patience and fortitude with 
which these unhappy people bear the mostopprcssivo 

• Y ol. i_i, Whecle~'s Ilist. Sket. p. 227 to 2:12. 

'Cnswcll's Letter Book. 

'Sec Appendix F. 

'Cempiugns of 1'180-'81, p. ,128. 
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ancl crnel tyranny, that ever was exercised over any 
country, deserve our greatest admiration." In tho 
official account of the victory obtained at Camden on 
the 16th, he records the fact that on this occasion, 
"Governor Martin became agn.in a military man and 
behaved with the pirit of a yonng volunteer."' Sam­
uel Bryan who led ,the eight hundred men from the 
forks of the Yadkin, was one of the persons named in 
the commi :ion i ned by Governor Martin on the 
10th January, 177G, and anthorizocl to raise men in 
Rowan, and march then to Brunswick. 

Much the ablest and most indefatigable instrument 
in the hancl:s of the Govemor was Major Patrick Fer­
guson, a native of Scotland and son of Lord Pitfour, 
one of the Lords of Session. A.t the time he was lcilled 
l1e was about thirty-seven years of age, of middle 
size and slender frame, with a thonghtthl ancl serious 
expression of countenance. Burke remarks that "he 
was perhaps the best marksman living, and probably 
brought the art of rifle-shooting to its highest perfec­
tion." He had invented a rifle which in facility of 
loading, and in execution was a great improvement 
upon those predously used. General Washington is 
supposed to have owed his life at Germantown to 
Ferguson's ignorance of his person, as he had him 
completely within the range of his rifle.' 

Fercrnson's great quality however, was tact and 
pat:ien~e in the~ management and training of militia. 

'C:1mp:i.igns of liS0-'81, p. l!!S. 

'.Ann. Reg. 1781, p. p. 51, 52. 
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In addition to his e~act skill in discipline it was nat-
. ural to him to attract and retain the affection of his 
men. He would sit for hours and converse ·with the 
country people and point out the ruinous consequen­
ces which would ensue to the leaders of the rebellion 
and to the country. Tho effects of this condescension 
and familiarity were manifest wherever he went.' His 
defeat and fall were fatal to the second attempt to in­
vade North Caro1ina. Had be been the leader of 
.the British forces ·at Moore's Creek, or had he been 
able to maintain bis position at Kil)g's Mountain, and 
been placed as he probably would have been, at the 
head of the militia, in the impending invasion, very 
'important consequences might have resulted. His 
Scotch birth would have recommended him to the 
Highlanders, and he had by nature all the qualities 
that were requisite to ensure ascendency over the 

· Regulators. 
Preparatory to the third invasion of North Carolina, 

Major James H. Craig, an able and experienced 
officer, subsequently Governor General of Canada, 
was directed to occupy Wilmington. With a detach­
ment of about three hundred men · from the eighty 
firi;t regiment, and a small naval armament under the 
command of Captain Barclay, he summoned the town 
to surrender and received an unconditional submission 
on the 29th January, 1781.' On the first of Februa­
ry, Lord Cornwallis crossed the Catawba, and on the 

1 
Political Mognzine. Feb, 1781, p. 60.-Id. Murch, p. 125. 

, Polilicul lfog11Zino, Mlll'ch, 1781, p. p. 223-'4· 
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:30th took p o-session of Hillsboro', the temporary seat 
of government. A proclamation was immediately 
issued inviting the loyalists to come in, but no one 
was permitted to enter tlJe lines unless introduced by 
James Monroe, one of the persons named in the com­
mission fi'1'e years before, to erect the royal standard. 
On the 22d, the army was drawn up and the royal 
standard displayed under the supervision of his 
lordship.' The horrible laughter of the tories hasten­
ing to the standard, nnder the command of Colonel 
Piles, occurred three days thereafter. In the official 
report, made on the 17th, of the victory gained at 
Guilford, on the 15th of March, Cornwallis bears 
cheerful testimony that " ho has constantly received 
the most zealous assistance from Go\~ernor Martin 
during· his command in the sonthei·n district. Iloping 
that his presence ~,oulcl tend to excite the loyal sub­
jects of this p rqvince to take an active part with us, 
he has cheerfully submitted to the dangers and fatigues 
of our campaign. But his delicate constitution has 
suffered by his public spirit, for he is now obliged to 
return to England for the recovery of his health." • 
This design however, as will be perceived in due time, 
was deferred until a later period. 

Lord Cornwallis, after this Pyrrhian victory, was 
compelled by tho necessities of his position, mainly 
by the impossibility of procuring sustenance for his 

' army, to retire towards "Wilmington. At Cross Creek. 
Tarleton informs us, that notwithstanding the cruel per-

1 Cornwallis' Order Dook, MSS. 
1 Tuleton's C11mp:.igns, p. 324. 
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secutions the ir).habitants had con tantly endured, for 
their partiality to the British, they yet retained great 
zeal ·for the interest of the royal a,rmy. All the flour 
and spirits in the neighborhood were brought to the 
camp, and the wounded officers and soldiers ,~ere re­
freshed by many conveniences, for the want of which 
they had previously suffered. Among the former, was 
the brave and accomplished Lieutenant Colonel Wil­
son W ebster. 1 Ile was wounded at Guilford, qut no 
seriou consequences were apprehended until some 
time afterwards. He too was a Scotchman, and son 
of the Reverend Dr. 1-Vebster of Edin burg. To the 
gallantry and professional knowle_dge of the soldier, 
he united all the virtues of civil life, and of the brave 
and skillful officers who served under Cornwallis du­
ring his three eirpeditions in North Carolina, with the 
exception of Major Ferguson, no one was probably so 
well qualified as he to lead forth a united army of High­
landei-s and Regulators. Ile was wounded in the re­
gion occupied by the latte1·, but died and was buried 
among bis countrymen, at Elizabeth in Bladen. Corn­
wallis turned mournfully and desponding1y from his 
grave;· and on the 7th of April, occupied a camp in 
the neighborhood of Wilmington. 

On the 18th, the Earl writes from Wilmington to 
Lord George Germain, as follows : "As Governor 
Martin returns to England by this opportunity, I shall 
beg leave to refer your Lordship to him for many 
particulars relative to this province. But I think it 

1 Co.mpaigne, p. 261. 
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incumbent on m e to be explicit to yom Lonlship on 
one or two capital points. 

The principal r eason for nndertakiug the ,rintcr·s 
campaign were the diffi culties of a defensi vc war in 
South Carolina, and the hope that our fri en 1:::, in North · 
Carolina, who were said to be very numerous, would 
make good th eir promises of as~cmbling n11 l tn.ki11g an 

· active part with 11s in endeavoring. to re-establish his 
Majesty ' government. ·our experience has shown that 
their nurn b ers are not so groat as had been represented, 
and that their friend hip wus only pas_ive, for we have 
received little a sistance from them since we arrived 
in the province, and althongh I gave tl1c strongest 
and most pnblic as nrances, that after refitting :md 
depositing our sick and wounded, I hould return to 
the upper country, not above two hundred have been 
prevailed npon ·to follow us either as provincials or 
militia." 1 

, It is thns, that from April 1776, · to April 1781, 
glimpses of Governor :Martin nro revealed to us. But 
his mi~sion is now closed and he retires behind the 
scenes to i·e-appear 110 more forever.' 

He now probably concmred in opinion :with tho 
Earl, that the strength of the disaffected had been 
greatly over estimated, and that no reasonable hope 
remained of the restoration of the missing jewels to 
the British crown. Ile was in w ·ilmingto·n again­
quanfom 1nutatits ab illo ! Broken in health antl 

' Caunpnigns, p. ::2,1. 

• Sl-c Appendcr 0 . 
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spirits, separated from his family, what a train of re­
membrances must have crowded upon him during 
his brief soj ourn amidst the scenes of vanished pomp 
and power. Alas, the commercial emporium and 
the State, during these fiv e years had undergone 
change and reverse , not less striking and scarcely 
less sad. No hllman imagination can conceive, no 
pencil portrny the fearful r eal ity of our condition 
in '81. 

In '76, at less than a for tnigh t's notice, ten thousand 
men from the V irg inia boundary on the nor th, from 
the middle countie and from the western mountains. 
were on the march to dri ve the invaders from our 
southern border. . In August ' 1, :Maj or Craig with 
four hundred R egulars, and about the same number 
ot' Tories, ravaged the country between the Cape 
F ear and th e Neuse, took po ession of New Berne 
on the 20th, and in dnc time returned without serions 
loss, to his pot at Wilmington.' Howe wa~ with hi!i 
brigade at the :N ortli, Moore was dead, Ashe and 
Harnett were Maj or Craig's ·p risoners. Caswell and 
Lillington were in the fi eld, the former commandcr­
in-ehief of the militia of the State,° but where were 
the men they led at Moore's Creek ?- dead, dispersed, 
dispiri ted or disaffected. 

Governor N ash had refused to submit to a re-elec­
tion at the hands of the General A ssembly which con­
vened, us the record imforms us, " in the county of 

1 Genernl Willinm Caswell to Governor Durke ; in Governor Ilurke's 
Letter llook. General Lillington to the same. 

'l'ampb. Acta, April 1780, Chap. 26, Soc. 10. 
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Wake on the -- day of June, 1781."' Uissncces­
sor, Governor Bu_rke, entered upon the duties of the 
office on the 24th. Nine clays previous, Fanning had 
entered Pittsboroogh and carried the officers of the 
county and the cot~rt into captivity. On the 5th of 
August he captured Colonel Alston and his followers 
on Deep River, on the 14th Cambleton was in his 
power, on the 1 t of September he defeated Colonel 
Wade at McFall's Mills. On the 13th McN eill and 
Fanning took posse ion of Hillsborough, cized Go­
vernor Burke and snite, and retiring as suddenly 
as they had 'approached, delivered him to Major 
Craig, by whom he was committed to close confine­
ment as n. pri oner of State.' In this emergency, 
Alexander Martin, the speaker of the Senate, succeed­
ed to the helm of State-the third Governor dming 
this disa trous year. Ile held the otnce until tho re­
turn of Governor Burke from captivity, in February, 
1782. 

It is obvious that during the occupancy of Wil­
mington by Major Craig, his power was dominant 
from the Cape Fe:i.r to the N ouse, from· Brunswick 
to Orange. Shortly before tho surrcmlcr of Corn­
wallis at Yorktown, General Rutherford with ono 
thousand four hundretl men, three hundred and fifty 
of whom were cavalry, marched from Salisbury to 
the relief of the Cape Fear. On the 15th of . Octo­
ber his ad vancocl guard routed a small bantl of Torie~ 

1 NILSh to Durk<?, MSS. 

• Governor Durke to Willie Jones. J.elter llook. 
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under McNeill, at R ockfish. A bout the 1st of No­
vember he reached Wilmington, and qstablished his 
head qnai'tcrs at :Mr. H ill's, whom he found to be 
"the only active whig," and who had suffered more 
at the h~nds of the enemy than an_y one then in town. 
Major Craig retired on Ru therford '& approach; his 
vessels were t ill visible on the flu.ts, but on these-
cond day thereafter, they left our coasts. 1 

• 

There was no longer an in vading enemy. There 
was civil war ne,verth eless, waged " ·ith bitterness, 
crnelty n.ml destruction uf life and prop!;:lrty without 
a parallel in any other portion of the confederacy. 
·what Attila and his hordes were in their clay, were 
Fanning and his confede rates at this time in North 
Carolina-the scourge of God! Tarleton, who looked 
wi th unnsual CO)Tiposure upon such scenes, seems to 
have been startled by the $tute of thing aronnd him. 
He copies an extract from a letter wTitten at" General 
Greene's head quarters 011 D eep river, dated March 
30th, 1781: " Nothing but blood and slaughter has 
prevailed among the whigs and tories, and their in­
Yeteracy against each other must, if it continues, 
depopulate this country."• The butchery of Colonel 
Balfour and others, accompanied with acts of savage 
barbarity towards the fe~bl9r sex, •was perpetrated in 
this immecliateneighborhood just a year thereafter, in 
March, 1782. 

The last act passed at tlie General Assembly, which 

1 Uni\"cr.iily Mngnzine, vol. i, p. p. 162-194 , 
0 Cnrnpnigns, p. a21. 
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adjourned on th e 12th May, 178:3, (chap. xhi.) recites 
that " from tbe large number of disaffected persons 
liYiug in tho county of Bladen, j oined by a consider­
able number of cli affected per~on in aonth Carolina, 
it is d:mgerou for . tho citizens of suiJ county,, to 
attend p ublic rn etings ,ri thont arm ," and therefore 

· requires all p erson attending courts, electious, and 
other publi meetings to carry their gun , wi th at least 
six round of ammuni tion, to repel any sudden attack 
of the enemy. 

Time of dano-or aro inevitably times of scarci ty 
and privation. Tho pages of Tarleton and Stedman 
abound in evidence of the nakedness ,d1ich the 
devastations of the invading army, and the ruthless 
civil war bad e\7 ery where produced. 

Oornwalli ' cl. fence of hi retiring from Hillsboro' 
1n February, 1781, befgre the day c\esignated in his 
proclamation as the last on which the friends of tho , 
crow:n might find refuge under the royal stamlanl, 
rests upon the aYerment that sustenance for his army 
could not be obminecl at that point. Stedman, the 
commissary and historian, states that after sending a 
groat distance for cattle, and exhausting the scanty 
supply, much m1ll'~nuring wus excited among the loy­
alists, by slaughtering tho dr;rngbt oxen,· and that 
he was at last driven to the necessity of providiu~ 
means of subsistence, at the hen.cl of a file of soldiers, 
by possessing himself of such salted beef ~nd p_ork, 
nnd live hogs as could be founcl among the inhabi­
tants of the town.' 

1 StedllllLn's Amcric:nn Wur, vol. ii. p. 385. 
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'General Graham :informs us that Major Craig, on 
taking posses ion of ·Wilmington, oi·dered large sup­
plies of salt from Charleston. This :indispensable ne­
cessary could be obtained nowhere else, and too many 
bartered their political principles to obtain it. In 
Rowan and J}fecklenburg the price was from $8 to 
810 per bushel, or in barter a four years old steer. 
·when Rutherford entered Wilmington, he seized upon 
the supplies left by the enemy, and the effects of the 
disaffected. ·when hi troops, were mustered out of 
sc1Tice, his men ,,·ere allowed to drn,w a bushel of 
i;ult each, and this, the same authority assures us, was 
of more value than the auditor's certificate, for all the 
r;cnices rcndc1:cd dnri11g the campaign.' 

The Legislature of 1777, to meet the expenses of the 
war, imposed a tax of half a penny on the pound val. 
110 of laitds, lots, houses, slaves, money at interest, 
stock in trade, ho1·ses and cattle, and a poll tax of four 
shillings on all persons worth less than £100, in lieu 
of a property tax. The range of taxation, it will be 
perceiv.ed1 was more comprehensive than the system 
:idopted four years ago, and horses and cattle, no in­
considerable item at present, constituted n much larger 
proportion of tl1e aggregate wealth of the communi­
t.r t:hc11, than now. The rate per cent. wns between 
t.hree and four times as great as it is at present.• 

In 1782, horses and mules under a i·ear old, were 
<'X'.!mptccl from taxation, and 'the poll tax on white 

1 U'nivct'!lity )lognzinc, -rol. i. p. lS.(. 

• l'amphlct nc!H, 1777, chap. ii, p. 17. 
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males confined to unmarried meu, not in military s
1cr­

vice and over twenty-one years of age. ' Male adults, 
it would se~m, must either fight or marry; decrease 
the number of public enemies, or multiply the ranks 
of fri ends.' There was no sanctuary for :t coward; 
the leg islature might tax, but the young ladies in 
those days would 11ot 1nany a man who would not 
fight.' 

·while the range of taxation was modified, the rate 
per cent. was doubled '1.nd was rnorc than equal to 
seven times the amount of that imposed at pre·sent. 
How much more bmthensomo it mu t have been in 
the then impoverished condition of the eonntry, who 
among ns is able to e tirnatc or to realize 1 Quakers 
:1nd other non-combatants wt:!rc required to pay trebhi 
this rate of taxation, and this onr fath ers considcre1l 
toleration ; for they had solemnly :uertctl in the 
Declaration of Rights, that all men harn a natur:il 
and unalienable right to worship Almighty Got! ac­
cording to tl1e dictates of their own consciences. 

To mitigate as greatly as ·possiule the se,·crity <It 
tliis impot.iition, it was provided tlrnt onc-hnlf the 
;unount of each assessment might be paid in specific 
artides, necessary to the sustenance of our armies, to 
be delivered at designated depots. Cor.11 "'as received 
11t thirty-three and one-third cents, wheat forty-three 
and three-fourths aml cle:in rice at eighty-one :m<l 

1 Pnrnpblct acts 175~, chap. 7, p. li. 

• Sec Wheeler's Hi~toric:u Skctchf! p, 7S7. 

• See Appendix H. 
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one-fourth cents pe1· bushel. Pork three and a half, 
beef two and a half; tallow nine, flour two and: one­
fourth, salt two and three-fourth cents per pound . 
.Tobacco three dollars, hemp five dollars sixty-two 
and a half ce1;ts per hundred, Salt pork nine dollars 
thirty-seven and a half cents per barrel. Indigo sev­
enty-five cents per pound. Yard wide line~1 (five · 
hundred slay) thirty-three a·ncl one-third cents, (seven 
hundred) fifty, (one · thqusand) seventy-five cents per 
yard. The great staple, cotton, is not in the list of. enu­
merated mticles. its manifold production and uses, like 
the steam boat, the railroad locomotive, the magnetic 
telegraph and the caloric eng ine, were not to be heard 
of, ·until we shonlcl Jiave beaten our spears into prun­
ing hooks and learned war no more. 

Onerous as this direct tax may se(?m to us .to h:h-c 
been, and as 0111· fathers felt it to be, the imposition 
was light, in comparison with the indirect tax levied 
in the guise 9f paper carrency and bills of credit. It 
is a fact whi ch would be incredible if it were not of 
record, that the public de Lt created between January, 
17i5, and January, 1781, mnountecl to $76,375,000; 
n sum which a shre,vcl statesman, in the debates upon · 
the Federal Oonstitntion, estimated to be treble the­
vulue of all the property , real and personal, owned by 
ull the citizens of the State. The paper cnrrency WM 

nevertheless ft lawt'nl tonder in the payment of debt."; 
it. was an indictable offence to refuse to receive it as 
i-ueh; it was dcchrccl unpatriotic to speak of it in clis­
pamging terms, and it was death to counterfeit it. 

The laws of trade, however, founclccl on the laws of 
I 
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nature are not to be controlled by human enactments. 
On the first of January 1777, the paper currency WM 

at par ; in 1178, at the rate of three and a half for one; 
in 1779, six for one; in 1780, thirty-two for one; in 
1781, two hundred and ten for one ; and on the first 
of January, 1782, it settled down to eight hundred 
for one, 1 at which rate it was redeemed. At thjs rate 
the .whole amount that was issued, was little more in 
value than ninety-five thousand specie dollars. Itl1ad 
purchased all the supplies for our armies, neverthe­
less, and paid all the wages received by _our officers 
and soldiers d tLring the seven years' war for independ­
ence. 

I fear that in this extended detail of incidents con­
nected with the campaign of 1776, if I have not ex­
hausted the subject, I have very severely tried the 
patience of the Society. Succeeding the eminent ge•­
tlemen, to whose lectures I referred at the opening, 
mine is the humbler task of attempting to glean 
bandsfull in the fields from which reapers have gar­
nered the sbeaves of history. '\Ve may well esteem 
ourselves fortunate if our united efforts shall coi1trib­
ute, in any degree, to illustrate the fame of those who, 
in the darkest days of the republic, did every thing 
for the country. 

1 Pamphlet uct9, 1783, ch. 4, p. 10 
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Regarding the New York Historical Society as a 
national institution, I ha-y-e not scrupled to undertake , 

· the task devolved on me this evening, however con­
scious of my .inadequacy to its proper fulfilment; 
and a primary object of its establishment being the 
study and dissemination of a correct knowledge of 
American history, the topic on which I propose to 
engage your attention is the British Invasion of North 
Carolina, in 1780 and '81. Ilaving been requested 
to turn my attention to some subject pertaining to 
the history of the Southern States, it was not until 
after the choice of this, and at too late a period to 
prepare on another, that I learned, that a reverend 
and distinguished friend of mine, who has preceded 
me in the series of exercises appointed by the society, 
had made the subject of his discourse another inter­
esting chapter in the history of North Carolina. With 
earlier jnfonnation of this fact, I would gladly have 

(149) 
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chosen some other topic, to give greater variety and 
interest to a course of lectures which has thus far 
been so well received by the public. 

The subject is withal common place; but it is the 
story of our ancestors--of their struggles ahd sacri­
fices-their _freedom and renown. The scene; too, fa 
circumscribed, but the actors w~re personiiications 
of principles, and representatives of nations; and up­
on the -close of the drama, depended the fate of an 
empire. If other apology be wanting for the selec•• 
tion of this theme, 

"I nm native tnere, 
And to the manor born ;'' 

and from occasional access to official documents, a~ 
well as from the traditions and legends of those whose 
honorable scars bore witness of opportunities, for ac· 
quaintance with some, at least, of the events of that 
·period, am impressed with ~he conviction that from 
want of chroniclers and printing presses in the then 
infant State, at the time of these ,.occurrences, and 
from negligence or accident since, it has not received 
full justice from the pen of history. Let it be re· 
membered, that the period to which we refer, i8 l'i80 
and 1781, more than five years · after the first blood 
Bhed in the war of the Revolution at Lexington, and 
full four years after the National Declaration of In-
dependence. · 

Yet, had North Carolina been no indi:fferen t or 
idle spectator while other States were the theatre of 
war, or in regard to· the common ca.use in the incip• 
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icncy of the contc t. As early as the passage of the 
Stamp Act, and down to the bl'eaking out of hostili­
tie::;, disputes of a, clom stic natnre, touching the rights 
of crcllitoro: in th e pro\·incc, to proceed by attachment 
agaiwt th 1an 1 of cl btor l'e iclino· in E.ngltnd, am! 
the mal-administration of the provincial government, 
lrnd been :vritate l bcbT"een the cl'own (through tlw 
royal gon:rnor · an l the people of the colony, which. 
adclecl to th c:u1, e of complaint oi more general in­
tcre t prodnccd a free cliscn sion of the constitutio11 

• of Great n ·ritnin and Juwpened and invigorated thr 
public min 1 in relation to the rights of l3riti::;h sub­
jects in the colonies. Emboldened in these contro­
vel'sie , the p pnb.tion were intelligent and acute iu 
theil' comprehcn ion of the is ucs involYcd, jealous of 
undue control by the mother conntl'y, and ready to 
haz:tl'd any consequences in resisting hcl' encroach­
ments. Thi was snfticiently attested in the alacrity 
with which she responded to the call for the :first Con­
tinental Congress, in 1774; in tho proceedings of her 
various Provincial Congl'essos and Councils, prior to 
the establishment of the State government; aml in 
those of her popnlar a scmblies, 11111011g which, it nm~· 
be enough to part.iculnri:w the Wilmington, Cumber­
land, Rowan and Tryon associations, and the memo~­
able meeting in Mecklenburg, on the 20th of :Mny, 
1775, which declared absolute independence. 

And the;:e prompt and decish·e manifestations of 
sentiment had been sustained by military aid, in the 
immediate scenes of danger, in a mann~r which prov­
t•d that she had no sclfi::ih, :;;ectional or exclusive ideas 



152 REVOLUTIONARY HISTORY orr N. CAROLINA. 

of defence and protection. Establishing a thorough 
military organization at the Provincial Congress, 
which assembled in Hillsborough 011 the 20th of .Au­
gust, 1775, in December of that year an expedition 
was sent under Colonel Howe, for the defence of 
Norfolk and Lower Virginia, against Lord Dunmbre, 
the royal Governor of that Province, who, having 
colle.cted a large army of whites and negroes, pro· 
claimed martial law, and offered freedom to the ap­
prentices and slaves of the country. This force, in 
conjunction with a detachment of regulars and Vir­
ginia troops, under Colonel W oodforcl, defeated his 
Lordship's army in the battle at Great Bridge, aud 
obliged him to abandon Norfolk and ta!ce refuge on 
board a man-of-war in the harbor, as the last royal 
Governor of North Carolina, six months anterior, had 
been obliged to do at Wilmington . 

.A.bout the same date, an expedition under Colonels 
Martin, Polk and Rutherford, marched from the wes­
tern part of the State against the tori es, ( called Scovil­
ites, after the name of a royalist emissary,') in tho 
northwestern section of South Carolina; and in con• 
nection with the troops of that State, under Gen­
eral Richardson and Colonel Thompson, drove the 
tory commanders, Cunningham aucl Fletcher, fi·om the 
siege of the ,illage of Ninety-six, and on their retreat, 
surprised and defeated them, with the capture of four 
hundred of their followers. This is known in tradi­
tion, a.s the Snow Camp campaign, from the violec~ 
snow storms wlth · which its camps were visited. 

1 Scovil or Soofil. 
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In the Autumn of 1770, a force of nineteen hundred 
men, from th e same region, under General Ruther­
ford, was <le patched again~t the Cherokee Indians, 
·who had e pousecl the Bri tish cause, and c9mmitted 
depredations on the neighboring settlements, which 
chastised and compelled them to sue for peace. 

In the campaigns of 1776, '77, '78, '7D, and '80, she 
furnish ed her contingents to the continental service 
upon the requi itions of Congress, to meet the com­

. mon enemy in other States ; and her militia were 
marched, by divisions, brigades, regiments and bat­
tallions, to the aid of South Carolina and Georgia; 
not to mention that the ranks of Sumter and Pickens 
were often fill ed with her citizens, ·who took service 
under these fam ous partisan offic~rs, when those States 
were the seat of war, and were computed among the 
troops of South Carolina. From N cw J ersey to Flor­
ida, inclusive, there were few battle fields in which a 

po1tion of the troops engaged in defonce of the liber­
t:es of the conntry were not hers. 

Besides these contributions, hov:evcr, for military 
operations abroad, a considerable force was required 
for the interior defence and safety of the State. .Al­
though the great mass of the people were true to the 
country, there was no contemptible number whq 
maintained their loyalty to the crown, and stood reacl,v 
to defend it with arms. This was more conspicuously 
true of a body of Scotch Ilighlnnders, who had emi­
grated in large numbers to thcwntorsof tho Capo Fenr 
River in the incipient stages of the controversy between 
the colonies and the mother country ; and the signul 
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v ictory obtained by Colonels Caswell and Lillington, 
nt tLe b1·idgc of Moore's Creek, on·e of the \\T estern 
tributaries of tl1at ri ver, on the 27th of F ebruary, 
177G, wi th one thousand men, over the tory fore.es 
levied in tlrnt region, under General McDonald aml 
Captain :i\IcLcocl , numbering fifteen hundred men, 
wLo were marching to reli eve Go vernor Martin from 
his exile on board an E nglish sliip of war at tlie month 
of tho Cape F ear, and to bri1w him back , and restore 
him to his authori ty in the colon,), is one of the proud­
est events of tl1e war, in t!tat year. Pmsned with 
vigor, as this victory wa , in capturing p risoners, arms, 
military stores, and muni tions of war, it so broke the 
spirit, and destroyed the resom ces of the enemy in 
the State, and so cheered the hop es of the patriots, 
that its effects were widely and deeply felt. Still, the 
feeling of attachment to the royal cause infected indi­
Yiduals, and in many instances pervaded whole neigh­
borhoods and di tricts, and required constant vigi­
lance, determination and energy on the part of tl1c 

. nuthorit.ies and troops of the new government. 
In the spring of 177G, a formidable invasion was 

threatened by a military and naval armament, under 
Sir licnry Clinton and Sir P eter Parker, at the month 
of tl1e Ca.pc Fear, and a large military force was call­
ed out to repel it. But its attention was soon directed 
to the more tempting pri,m of Charleston, where, in 
,Tune of that year, occurred the famous repulse whieh 
has gi"cn immortali ty to the name of MoulU-ic.' 

1 In this defence ofChnrlc~lon, the Amcricnn forces were commanded 
liy )lujor Gcncrnl ClmrlcH I.cc, nud included two brigades of North Cam· 
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With the exception of a detachment from this arma­
ment, which was landed, and committed some depre­
dations in the county of Brunswick, among which was 
tl.1e sackin o- of the private mansion of the patriot 
General Ho,,· no British force had entered the terri­
tory of North arolina until the period announced in 
the out t of the e remarks-the latter half of the 
year 17 0. 

But, alt.hough the gcoo-raphical position of th~ State, 
or the military plans of the enemy, had thus long de­
layed his vi it, he now came with a prestige of suc­
cess which threatened entire snbjngation. South 
Carolina and Georgia hnd been ovennn and con­
quered, and their patriot citizens driven to conceal­
ment, exile, or submii:;sion to his victorious arms. 
Charleston i'rnd fallen on the 12th of Nay. Improvfog 
his success with the skill of a veteran commander, 
Lord Cornwallis moved forward at once to Ca1t1den, 
near the centre of the State; and on the 2!Jth of that 
month, his light troops, under Lieutenant Colonel 
Tarleton, overwhelmed and massacred a Virginia reg­
iment under Colonel Buford, at Wax haw Creek, near 
the frontiers of North Carolina. On the lGth of 
August, in a pitched battle near Camden, he had sig­
nally defeated and routed the main army, which had 

lina continental troops, uuder Genernl3 n obert Jlowo_ m_,d Jumcs :lloore· 
'l'be lntter wns the brother of M,mrice Moore, n colomul Judge, nnd nu un­
cle of Alfred ::IIoore, subsc<iuently un n.,sociuto Ju,lice of the Supreme 
Court of the Cnitcd States. General Moore !lied in the curly pnrl of the 
year 1777, nfier his brigade had been ordered to tl,e 11ortl~1rnrd, and wns 
succeeded by Gcncrnl Frnnci3 NMh. Goccr11or l\Jst1•ell'd L~llcra .Jl, '.S • 
General Howe sunh·cd the 1rnr, o.od id well known to history. 
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been rallied for. the defence of the South under Gen­
eral Gates, the hero of Saratoga. And although some 
consolation was administered to the wounded spirit of 
the American General under this crushing defeat, by · 
the success of General Sumter, in capturing, about 
the same time, a convoy of the enemy, yet this dar­
ing and vigilant officer was himself surprised by the 
dashing. Tarleton, and his force of eight hundred men 
put to route and dispersed, with the loss of his artil­
lery, arms, and baggage, at Fishing Creek, two days 
afterwards. "Thus," sa,ys a ~pirited writer, "the 
tragedy of the 16th, closing with the catastrophe of 
the 18th, the army of the South became a . second 
time nearly annihilated." 

To this unbroken succession of reverses to our 
arms, it must be added that the resources of North 
Carolina to meet the· impending danger, had been 
greatly impa'ired by the events of the war. A large 
number of her people, dispirited and broken down 
in health by service, the two preceding years, in 
the low and insalubrious sections of South Carolina 
and Georgia; her treasury and military supplies 
exhausted in the maintenance of these an~l other 
expeditions; all her continental troops,' and more 

· than a thousand of her militia,' made prisoners at the 
surrender of Charleston, and paroled, or yet in the 
hands of the enemy; more than five hundred more, 
including some of the most popular and influential 
officers, taken at the battle of Oamd~n, and now in 

1 Life of Davidson, appendix to Leo's Memoirs. 
• lfal'llhnll's Life of Wnshio~t.oo, p. 333. 
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confinement at St. Augustine '-these are circumst.an­
ces, not to be overlooked in estimating the appalling 
nature of the crisis, and the merit of a brave resist­
ance. 

There was no impediment to the onward progress of 
Lord Cornwallis, except the want of supplies, which 

. he impatiently awaited at Camden. His road to 
Charlotte, the capital of Mecklenburg county, and the 
first point of his destination, lay parallel to the great 
rivers of the country, and crosses the State boundary 
upon an imaginary line. In the absence of maps, so 
much of geQgraphy as may be necessary to compre­
hend the movements which we shall describe, may be 
comprised in. few words. The Broad and Catawba 
rivers are the chief tributaries of the Santee, ancl tl,ie 
Yadkin of the Pedee, parallel streams rising in the 
mountains of North Carolina, and nmning south­
wardly to the ocean in South Carolin.a. The Cape 
Fear pursues a like course, but is wholly in North Car­
olina, its head waters being the Deep and Haw or 
Saxapahaw rivers. The Dan is the head stream of the 
Roanoke, and at om· points of reference is coursing 
from west to east, nearly with the line of uh-ision 
between North Carolina and Virginia. 

But there is an episode to our narrative; before pur­
suing the march of the invading army. The disastrous 
tidings of the fall of Charleston sped rapidly through 
the country, bringing gloom to the heart of the pat­
riot, cheerfulness and joy to the loyalist, nnu inclining 

• Journal of Board of War, MSS. 
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the wavering and irresolute to the cause of royalty. 
Early in June, the militia of the counties of MecJden­
bm:g and Rowan, comprehending the region between 
the Y ad1dn and Catawba, who had so early and so 
constan tly signalized their devotion to liberty, were 
ordered ont under Brigadi er General Rutherford, to 
oppose the trinmphal,march of the Bi·itish Genera1. 
t)carcely had they assembled at the p lace of rendez­
vous, about ten m iles northeast of Charlotte, when 
intelligence arrived of an assemblage · of a body 
of loyalists at Ramsour's Mill, some for ty miles dis­
tant, beyond the Catawba, in the couu ty of Tryon, · -
and within view of the present village of Li!1colnton. _ 
Unwilling to weaken the force h e had gathered to 
impede the advance of the Bri tish army, General 
Rutherford despatched orders to Colonel Francis 
Locke, of Rowan, ·and other faithful officers, to collect 
the available force of tlrnir several neighborhoods, 
:u1d !,nppress the insurrection at the earliest practicable 
moment. It appeared that one J ohn Moore, of the 
county of Tryon, (now Lincoln,) who · had j oined tlie 
enemy in South Carolina the preceding winter, had 
recently returned, dressed in a tattered ·suit of British . 
nniform and a sword, and announced himself a lieu­
tenant colonel in the weil known regiment of North 
Carolina loyalists, comnianded by Colonel J olm Ham­
ilton, of Halifax. H~ brought d~tailed accounts of 
the siege and surrender of Charleston ·and an author-. ' itative message from Lord Cornwallis, that he would 
march into that sectiori a.s soon as the then ripening har­
Yests were gathered, so as to afford a support for liis 



BRITISH INV ASlO:S IN 17S0, AN!) 1 iSl. 150 

nrmy. Very soon thereafter, Nicholas ,v elcl1, of the 
same vicinity, who had been in the British service for 
eighteen months, and bore a: major's commission in 
the same r egiment, also returned, with splendid ofli­
cial equipments and a purse of gold, which was 
ostentatiously displayed tohi admiringnssociates, with 
artful speeches in aid of the cause he had embraced. He 
also ga,·o the fir-t information of' Buford's defeat, and 
represented that all resistance 011 the part of tl1e whigs 
wonld now be h opeless. Under tl1 cse leaders, there was 
collected fr1 a few days, a force of thirteen hundred 
men, who ,vero encamped in an advantageous position, 
prepnrntory to thair being marched to effect a junc­
t.ion wi th tho B ritish in Sonth Carolina. 

Colonel Locke, nnd the other ofHeers who had re­
cciYed the ·orders of General Rutherford, already re­
ferred to, proceeded to execute them with the utmost 
alacrity and promptitude. In less than ihe days they 
levied their several quotas, and crossing the Cntawlm 
at Yarious fonls, effected a junction "·ithin sixteen 
miles of the camp of the Royalists on the 10th of 
.June, with throe hnndrcd nncl fifty men. .At sunrise 
the next morning, with this nncqnal force, nnd with­
out any chief commander or underst.ood nrrnngcmcut. 
of battle, except t]rnt three companies of horse, wliich 
constituted their cavalry, should go in front, thC'y as­
saulted the camp of the tories, containing ns nlready 
mentioned, thirteen hundred mon, und, nner a well 
sustained and bloody engagement of nn hour, com­
J>elled them to retreat. The particulars of'tlris actioni 
<lid time permit' us to recur to t.11em, nre of much in-
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terest. Blood relatives and familiar acquaintance~ 
fought in the opposing ranks, and when the smoke of 
the battle occasionally cleared away, recognized each 
other in the conflict-the tories wearing their well 
known badge of a green pine twig in front of the 
hat, and the whigs a. similar badge of white paper, 
which ,vas in some instances taken as a mark by the 
enemy, and occasioned the ,vearers to be shot in the 
Jiead. These were the only means of distinguishing 
the two parties in the action in which neighbor met 
neigpbor in deadly strife, with the rifles carl'ied in 
hunting, and in the use of which weapon one hundred 
men on either side were as expert and unerring as 
any like number of Kentuckians in the time of Boone. 
Seventy men, including five whig and four tory cap­
tains, were left dead on the :field, and more than two . 
hundred were wounded, the loss being shared about 
equally by the respective sides. 

It is a remarkable omission, in the histories of the 
,var of the revolution, that no author, neither Mar­
shall, Lee, Ramsay, Botta, nor any other, that I liave 
consulted, makes mention of this important battle of 
Ramsour's Mills. The only intelligible record of it, 
Y·n extenso, 1 was published in the ne,vspapers of North 
Carolina thirty years since, and has l>ccn copiecl hy 
.Mr. Wheeler in his recent collection of nut-te1•ia ki~­
torica of North Carolina. It is likewise noticed by 
Mr. Lossing in his recent work, the "li'icld Book of 

'. k'rmn the pon of Gcnernl Joseph Grahnm, 1111 officer in Rutherford'~ 
hngodc, who was on lbc battle•ficld immediately ILf'lcr the action. 
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the Revolution." For daring courage on the part 
of the whig assailants, considering that the enemy 
out-numbered them in the proportion of four to one, 
and had great advantage in position, it is surpassed 
by few events of the war: and as a chastisement 
and a check upon the rising and exultant spirit of 
the loyalists over the recent disastern to onr arms in 
South Carolina,· the result was of the 1mme nature, 
and almost equal in its salutary effects, to the victory 
of Caswell and Lillington, at Moore's CreC'k Ilridge, 
four years preceding. 

I have failed, earlier, to mention that Colonel 
Locke and his brave associates, after resolving to en­
gage the enemy, despatched a messenger to carry this 
information to General Rutherfor<l, mul request his 
co-operation if possible, but did not make his compli­
ance a preliminary to their attack; ancl that this of­
ficer, having heard of the retirement of the Briti,-h 
forces from Waxhaw to Camden, ha<l, without :know­
ledge of the intentions of Locke, cro<:sccl the Catnwl,n, 
with the purpose of himself dispe1'8i11g the tories at 
Uamsour's, and arrived with his brigade on the bat­
tle-field about two hours after the retreat of the ene­
my. Iln.d the assault been postponed for tliis brief 
space, the victory would donbtle~s ha\"C been morC' 
complete, ::rnd pos ibly many of the gallant <lend 
would have been spa1·ed to encounter tlie invading 
Briton, trained for the conflict by this first e, say in 
arms. 

General Ilutherfor<l, in t.he succeeding month, join­
ed General Gates, in command of a brigade of militia, 

11 

• 
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and in .the defeat at Camden, on the 16th of August, 
was wounded and taken prisoner by the.enemy; and, 
therefore, does not appear in the ensuing campaign. 

The determination of ~eneral Gates not to attempt 
to rally his routed army short of Hillsborough, which 
is near the centre of North Carolina, and more than 
two hundred miles from Oamden, was an entire 
abandonment of one-half of the State to the depreda­
tions of the enemy. · This is mentioned, with regret, 
by Lee, in his memoirs of the war in the South, on 
account, particularly, of . the district between the Y ad­
kin and Catawba, on whose efficiency and devotion to 
the patriot cause he pronounces a high eulogiurn. 
With the British in front, and bodies of tories within 
striking distance, both on its right and left, the con­
test now became in that section, a war _p1·0 aris et foois, 
with few immediate resources for its protection but 
those furnished by itself, and these greatly diminish­
ed by the melancholy events to which allusion has_ 
ah-eady been made. But the spirit of the country 
did not forsake it in this trying hour, and it was, per­
haps, fortunate that the British army, in its first in­
road into the State, was to encounter a people of such 
unshaken resolution and activity in the gloom which . 
overspread the southern country. 

Among many noble and intrepid patriots in this 
district, "who struggled with the storms of fate," and 
upheld the falling fortunes of their country, t~o char­
acters deserve to be conspicuously remembered. These 
are Brigadier General William Lee Davidson, and 
Colonel William R. Davie. · 

" 
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General Davidson was of Irish extraction, and liis 
parents, like almost all the original settlers in that re­
gion, were emigrants from Pennsylvania. He was 
educated at an academy called "Queen's Museum," 

· in Charlotte; and :fired with a noble ardor to sustain 
·the patriot cause in arms, was commissioned a Major 
in one of the regiments raised in North Corolina for 
the continental service, in 1776. In this capacity he . 
marched north ward in the brigade of General Frim­
cis Nash,' joined the main army under General Wash­
ington, in New Jersey, and served under the Com­
mander-in-chief through the three followibg cam­
paigns;; during which time he was promoted to n 
Lieutenant Colone~cy, with the command of a regi­
ment. His presence at home, at this juncture, wna 
purely accidental. The troops of the North Carolina · 
line having been detached to re-inforce the· southern 
army,• then under the -command of General Lincoln, 
he obtained permission to visit his family, from which 
he had been three years separated, with the expecta-
tion of joining his regiment in South Carolina. But • 
Charleston being invested at the time of his approach, 
and all access cut off, he was thus saved from capture 
with his comrades in arms, and retmnedimmediately 
tt> his home in Mecklenburg. He, however, did not 
resign himself to repose and . inactivity, but, talcing 
command of a body . of militia, rendered effective 
service in quelling the tory insurrections consequent 

1 Who wns killed in the bo.ttle of Germo.nlown, in October, 1777. 
1 Was~iugton pnpers by Spnrke, 1779-'80. 
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on the fall of Charleston. After the captme of Gen­
eral Ruthe1f ord at Gates' defeat, Colonel Davidson was · 
appointed: a Brigadier General of militia, and thus 
had immediate · command of the. citizen soldiers of . 
the frontier county of Mecklenbmg, at the time wh~n 
the services of every man were r equired who was ca­
pable of bearing arms. His .romantic devotion to the 
public service, as manifested in a continuous absence 
of three years from a young and endeare9- family, his 
familiarity with the 'well foughten fields of Mon­
mouth, Brandywine and Germantown, and the fact 
that he had seen service under the eye, and with the 

. approbation of Washington, made him ft star of guid­
. ance to his countrymen, and inspired them with hope 
and confidence. 

Of ,Colonel Davi.e, a less minute. 'introduction is ne­
cessary. Surviving the war, he became subsequently 
known to the Union, as one of the great American 
orators; lawyers and statesmen, a leader in every 
great enterprise for the improvement and elevation 
of the character of his own State-at one time J1er 
Chief Magistrate-a member of the Federal Conven­
tion, a special minister to France, in conjunction with 
Mr. Mun-ay and Chief J ustfoe Ellsworth, diiring 
Napoleon's Consulate, and one of the most accom- .. 
plished and elegant gentlemen of the revolutionary 
race. At the period to which we refer; he may have 
been twenty-five years of age-some four years grad­
uated at Nassau Hall, Princeton-interrupted in his 
law studies b~ :the events of the war, 

Inter 11rm111 silent legcs, 
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he had gratified his early desire and the inclinations 
of his genius, and become a soldier. Of studious 
habits, he had brought his well furnished and discip­
lined mind to the study of military science, and had 
mastered it. 1 His service had been i u the horse, where 
he had received the approbation of Pulaski. He had 
approved his gallantry at the battle of Stono, where 
he was severely wounded, at Hanging Rock and 011 
other field ; and his zeal, in the patriot cans~, by ex­
pending an estate, constituting his chief, if not only 
fortune, in equipping a legionary corps, of which he 
was now at the head. He was prudent, vigilant, in­
trepid and skillful · in his movements against the en­
emy, and "with a charming presence, a ready elo­
quence, and an unduuuted spirit, l1e was among the 
young men of the day, as Harry ·Percy "to the chiv­
alry of England." -

Having received his supplies, Lorcl Cornwallis 
moved forward from Camden on the 8th of Septem­
ber, with the assmed expectation of conquering 
North Carolina, before _Congress could bring another 
ar:r;ny into the field. ·with his military force there 
were adventitious aids, from which much wase"ll.'})ected. 
In his train was the late Royal Governor Martin,' who, 
having lingered off the mouth of Cape Fear, in a 
ship-of-war, for more tha~ a. year after his expulsion 
from the province, in the hope of restora.tion to au­
thority, had paid a visit to the mother country and 

1 Be Wll!l the nuthor of n trentilie on CnvlLlr1 Tactics. 

•Journnl of Boa.rd of Wnr, N. C. 
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was now returned, and hoped to receive that duti­
ful submission, under the guns of his Majesty's army, 
which he had been unable to exact by the aid of his 
provincial adherents alone. A printing press formed 
also a part of the furniture of the camp, with which 
it was intended to fubninate threats, gazette victories 
and distribute pardons, protections and promises.'­
In his ranks was a regiment of loyalists, raised in­
North Carolina, under the command of Cqlonel Ha­
milton, a Scotch merchant of Halifax, and connected 
in J:msiness with a house at Cross Creek, in the midst 
of the settlement of his countrymen ; a gentleman of 
high tone and spirit, held in great esteem for the 
virtues of private life, and who, after the war, was 
for many years 'his Brittanie Majesty's consul, at Nor­
folk.' From these it 'was hoped that disafl'.ection 

· would be encouraged, that the.,e.State would fall an 
easy prey, and that the royal army would find r,eady 
recruits within her lii:nits for ulterior operations. 

The main army moving directly northward, iI). the 
direction of Charlotte, Lieutenant-Colonel Ferguson, 
with a detachment of regulars and loyalists, was des­
patched west of the Wateree, or Catawba, to adva~ce 
in a parallel line to it, to open free communication 
with the loyalists in that quarter, and incite them to 
effective co-operation with ~he British. 

1 Journal of Iloard of War, N. C. 

• Colonel Hamilton is reputed to have been uniformly humane to Amcri­
con prisoners, nnd Governor Ilurke, in bis correspondence, acknowledges 
bis kindncs1 to himself, while n prisoner at Charleston. Burke's Lcttcn, 
MSS. 
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To oppose the main army therewasnoforce, but the 
•militia of :Mecklenburg and Rowan, under Davidson, 
and the legionary corps of Davie. These troops had 
been upon duty the g reater part of the summer, and, 
especially, since the defeat of Gates, had constituted 
a kind of national guard and corps of observation. 
On its approach Davidson prudently retired in the 
direction of Salisbury, but Davie, delighting in en• 
terprise, and being perfectly acquainted with the 
country, r esolved, not only to watch the enemy, but 
h·arrass and annoy · him whenever occasion should 
serve. · Keeping well advised of his positions and · 
movement , h e struck on every opportunity, and al­
ways with effect. By a periioi1S e>..-ploit, at the plan• 

• tation of Captain W ahab, one of his own corps, near 
the Sou.th Caroliila border, he completely surprised 
an outpost, and after-1Jcilling and wounding about 
sixty of the adversary, <lashed off unhurt, with a 
large acquisition of horses and arms. 

Upon the entrance of the British army into Char• 
lotte, Davie, being joined by about fifty volunteers, 
hastily assembled from the neighboring country, uµder 
Captain Graham, and, relying on the :firmness of his 
troops, made a gallant stand in defence of this Caro• 
lina "cradle of liberty." By a judicious disposition 
of his force, under cover of the buildings an<l enclo­
sures of the village, he thrice drove back the British 
cavalry, to receive the rebuke of their commander-in­
chief, and made good his retreat, with a loss much 
inferior to that of the enemy .. ' Lord Cornwallis oc• 

' 1 Lee's ::'ilemoirs, p. 106. 
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cupied. the village, intending to advance to Salisbury. 
But with his overwhelming force, he found it• no 
place of repose or security. His sentries were shot 
down at their posts; his pickets kept in a constant 
state of alarm and· annoyance ; his wagons, with 
~tores, seized and destroyed within a few miles of his 
head-quarters ; and, in one instance, a foraging de­
tachment of four hundred. men was attacked and 
driven home, with a loss of twenty-seven killed and 
wounded, by an ambushing party of seven individuals 
from the neighboring country, all of whom escaped 
Ulli!cathed; the British officer declaring on his return, 
"that he had found a r~bel in every bush outside of 
the lines of the encampment_;, ' . 

It was manifestations such as these that induced 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tarleton, in his "History of the 
Campaigns in the Colonies," to honor these adjoining 
counties of old Mecldenburg and Rowan with the 
designation of " the most rebellious district in .Ame­
rica." The printing press-the first that had ever 
been cafried to that region of country-was put in 
requisition, both by the royal Governor·and General, 
and Proclamations• went forth, filled with assevern: 
tions of the success of his Majesty's arms, exl_1ortations 
to loyalty and duty, and denunciations upon rebellion 
and treason; but without serious effect. 

Wl_iile his lordship was thus occupied and enter­
tained at Charlotte, he was astounded by the defeat 

1 
AIJ'nir nt Mcintirc's Fnrm. Gencrnl Grnhnm 's Mero., MSS. 

1 J1>urniu llf Donrd of Wnr. . 
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nnd death of Fero-n on, at King's Mount.ain, about 
thirty miles to his left, wi.th the loss of his whole force, 
both regulars :rnd loyali ts, killed, wounded or taken 
prisoners, too-ether with all the supernumerary arms 
with which h e had b en furni heel for the inhabitants 
of the country who might join the royal st:m<lar<l. 
Of this memorable C:\.l_)loit, achieved within a mile or 
two of the boundary between the Carolinas, on its 
southern side, by ~he co-operation of Colonels Camp­
bell, of Virginia ·; Cleaveland, Shelby, ScYier, and 
McDowell, of or th Carolina; Williams, Hill, and 
others, of South Oarnlina, it would be but idle repeti­
tion to speak in detail. Of the action and its inci<lentH, 
a full description is contained in Foote's" Sketches of 
North Carolina," a.nd biographical memoirs of it:; 
11rincipal actors in " Lo in g's Fielcl Book of the Re,­
olution." No one can, however, contemplate the 
gathcrin !!'S of these intrepid, "Sons of Liberty," under 
the leaders of their r espee;tivc sect.ions or neighbor­
hoods-their issuing forth, as did the largest portion 
of them, ·from the gorges and 1iasses of the Allegha­
nies, and taking the field, without quartermaster or 
commissary, each man upon his own horse, and fur­
nished wi.th his own arms, "the horse to be sustained 
by the grass of nature, and the soldier from the homely 
contents of his wallet, made and filled by his wife or 
mothcr"-their concentration-their arrungC'ment of 
the temporary command by election-their long 
marches-their eager pursuit of the enemy-his refugo 
on the mountain top-t!1eir assault, persevering conr­
age, and overwhe1mir{g ~ictory-without being cunieu 

/ . 
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back, in imagination, to the sublime simplicity and 
bravery ot classic rpmance in Sparta, and e:ll'ly Rome, 
or to the memorable defence of the Swiss cantons 
against the invasion of Austria. 

This victory, ·which was obtained on the 7th of 
October, was decisive of the campaign. Instead of 
proceeding to his meditated conquest, the British 

, general wa compelled to a ldress himself to the task 
of maintaining what he had acqu ired. Depa'rting 
from Clrnrlotte in the night, l nrsued by Davidson antl 
Davie to the Catawba, with the capture of a portion 
of his baggage 1 he retrea'ted to Winsboro', some · 
twenty miles westward of Camden, as the most eligi- · 
ble position for the preservation of this ascendency in 
South Carolina. 

Thus terminated the invasion of 1780. Dut tho 
end of the war was not yet. 

By his selection of Hill borougJ1 as the point for re­
forming his routed army, General Gates had the adv:m- ' 
tage of consultation with the Governor of the State. 
and the Legislature, which in view of the public dan­
ger, held two appointed sessions in each year, and 
assembled in that town on the 5th of September.' 
111is body at once applied itself to providing for the 
defence of the State in every practicable method. At 
its preceding session a board had been created, "for 
carrying on trade for the bei1efit of t110 State," for the 

1 Jouronl o!' Donrd of Wur. 

• Hero nlso, nr hcrc:ibout~, wns Go,,ernor Rutledge of South. Curoliun, n 
rcfu!(CC, uf1cr the di ssulution of his govommcntut home, ns ~ info1· fro~ tbn 
currcspondcnco of the Ilonrd of ,v ur. 
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purpose of importing or procnring ar~1s, and " other 
military stores for the army, as well as the importa­
tion of salt, and all kinds of merchandise, for the u~o 
and consmuption of the good people of tho State." 
And now, to procure supplies for the large army it 
was hoped to a emble and recruit, taxe were laid, to 
to be paid in provi ions, and agents appointed in e,e­
ry county for their collection; purchases were author­
ized of all the means of sub istence, as well as of 
wagons, horses, and other necessaries, so far as the 
impoverished trea ury would allow, and impressments 
were freely authorized, other means of supply failing. 
But the most notable of their proceedings, was "An 
act creating a Board of War," to direct and cont~ol 
the military of the State, and a resolution requesting 
General Smallwood, of the Continental lino, and sec­
ond in command to Gener~l Gates, to a snme the com­
mand of her militia that were or should be called into 
service; a measure, originating doubtless, in no feel­
ing of disrespect to Governor Nash, the actual occu­
pant of the executive chair, and prompted by a sense 
of the momentous nature of the crisis, but utterly at 
variance with the plain precepts of the constitution, 
which then, as now, declared that" the Governor, for 
the time being, sh~ll be the captain general and com­
mander-in-chief of the militia." The Governor, under 
the constitution, bad no power of ~eto to arrest the 
law, and, flagmnte bello, did· not interfere with the 
action of the board, though, in a later stage of it;; 
existence, h~ refused to fill n. vacancy occuning from 
the resignation of one of its members, upon the ground 
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of the constitutional objection. The Legislature of 
South Carolina, the preceding year, had, by its enact· 
ment, clothed J ohn Rutledge, then b er Governor, with 
the powers of a di ctator- the more effectually to _op• 
pose the enemy . Precedents these, rather classical 
than constitutional, accordfog to our system, and only 
re orted to, unquestionably, in those emergencies, be­
cause of the imm inent dano-er to the vei;y e:dstellce of 
the State. The cnmmi sioners constituting this board, 
by the election of the Leo·isbtnre itself; were John 
Penn, Alexander Martin, and Oronclates Davis. Their 
session was commenced at Hillsborough, on the 14th 
of September, 1780, and continued, by adjournment, 
at Ilalifax, until tho 30th of January, 1781, when its 
authorities were returned to the L egislature. Their 
journal, with so much of their correspondence as has 
been preserved, is among the m ost interesting docu• 
ments in our p_nblic archives. They undertook the 
task devolved on them in the most devoted spirit of 
patriotism, and with a proper ense of its magnitude, 
and executed its duties with fearlessness, ability, and 
eminent public ,benefit. Conclncting an active cor­
respondence with Davidson, Davie, General Sumner, 
and other officers, as to the positions of the army of 
the invadil1g enemy, its advances, skirmishes, and 
retreat; with local military officers, especially npo,i 
the upper branches of the .Cape Fear and Pcdcc, as 
to the risings or maraudings of t110 tories, the di~po­
sition to be made' of prisoners taken from them,· an<l 
measures for keeping them in check ; w·ith the Go,­
crnor of the State, with General Gates, and subse-



BI!ITISII INV A~ ION IS 1780, A,'\D 1781. 173 

qucntly with General Greene, in regnrd to the ra11iorl 
troops of the lately defeated army, the reinforcements 

· arriving from other States, and being levied in their 
own: the Boar l of War seems to b:we exerted its 
utmost faculti es in the department of the commisa­
riat-in providing food and clothing for the patriot 
forces. And when it is reco1lcctecl that the State hall ·· 
no seaport of much commerce, her inhabitants, then 
ns now, obtaini.no- thofr chief supplies of foreign good::J 
through the neighboring States-that Wilmington, 
the principal of those po/t soon fell into the hands 
of the enemy, who also h eld South Carolina and Geor­
gia; and almost simultaneously with the march of 
Cornwallis on Charlotte, had landed a large body of 
troops in Virginia, under Arnold, and were threaten­
ing an invasion from thence-that there was no inter­
nal navigati9n-, and that the best means of transpor­
tation from the fert;le valley of the Roanoke, and from 
the seaboard, to the army, at IIillsborongh, Salisbnr.v 
or Charlotte, ,vas by the ordinary wagon of the planter, 
and that no incon idera.ble portion of the supply of 
these had been lost in the rout ensuing the defeat of 
General Gates, the furnishing of the most"indispensa­
Lle necessaries of life was a Hercule:m task. 111p 
orainary productions of the earth had been yielJecl, 
though probably in diminished quantities, in m~ny 
sections,· by reason of the interruptions of lnbor, from 
the heavy drafts for military service, in South Caroli­
na, as well as at home, during the year; but in the 
circumstances of siege, which environed the State, 
the great privation was in the w~:nt of salt, wi~hout 
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which animal food cannot be preserved nor -vegetable 
enjoyed-a privation which 'was alike felt by the 
army and the people of the country; and it is quite 
apparent from the correspondence of this board, that 
an army essentially larger than that which was brought 
into the field , could not have been long maintained. 
In their commtinications with General Greene, the 
commissioners expressed their regret, that in conse­
quence of the exhaustion of the treasury, the legisla­
ture had adopted the policy of relying on the militia 
for the public defence. This species of force was usu­
ally called to tours of duty of three months duration; 
and as they generally turned out on horseback, occa­
sioning a great consumption of subsistence, it seems 
to have been arranged that but a limited number 
should be ordered to his aid, except in immediate 
expectation of a general engagement. Accordingly, 
large detachments, numbering in all four thousand 
men, that had been called out by the Governor or 
Board of '\Var, and were on their mn,rch under Gen­
erals Allen Jones, Gregory, and others, to unite ·,~ith 
the army of defence, were halted and disbanded, lest, 
by joining the camp, they should consume the scanty 
stores-of the continental soldier. 

At the next session of the Legislature, which com-' 
menced on the 18th of" January, 1781, acts were passed 
to discontinue the Board of War,· ancl "establish n 
Council Extraordinary," to consist of "three persons 
of integrity and abilities, such as the General Assem­
bly cnn have the greatest conficlen_ce in"-and "to 
invest the actual Governor (Abner Nash,) and this 
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council, with the executive powers of government," 
after the expiration of Lis official term, provided tho 
ii1vasion of the enemy should prevent the holding of 
elections, and the meeting of, the legislature at the 
usual time. But I have seen no reccn·d of the organiz­
ation of thi council, or any proceedings under the c 
statutes. The result of the campaign probably ren­
dered them unnece · ary. 

It is to be regretted, that among the documents of 
this period tbere has been but a meagre presernition 
of the correspondence of Governor Nash. In the in­
fancy of the government, no law required the execu­
ti\,e correspondence to be recorded ; and, tlicre being 
as yet no permanent scat of government, suc11 papers 
had no other depository than in the private mansion 
of the incumbent.. He died some foin-years after the 
war, still high in the public con:fidence, and at the 
time of his dei11ise a member of tl1e Congress of tl1e 
confederation. Ilaving made this allusion to _the 
measures of defence adopted by the State govern­
ment ·in this, to her; the darkest hour of the war, I 
cannot "·ithholtl the expres'-ion of my gratification, 
that through eYery line of the public statute~, of the 
Journals of the General Assembly, and of the Bo:ml 
of "\Var, there breatl1cs the loftic$t spirit of defiance 
towards the enemy, and an unqnailing determination 
to call forth e,ery energy of the country to uphold 
its now doubtful cause. It well consi!,ts with the pat­
riotic and daring resolutions of hrr popular as~em­
blies and Provi~1cial Con,,resses of l'iH-15 and 'G; 

0 

and to the end of the contest, her authorities, amiu 
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every trial and disaster, kept the standard of inde­
pendence full high advanced, and the organized goY­
crnment in steady, protective and salutary operation. · 
"Kagna vis est, magnum, nornen, imiim et idem sen­
tientis senatus." 

While the work of rec~n tructing the main army 
was pressed forward, with all po ible expedition at 
Hillsborough, the command of Davidson' took up a · 
position on Rocky River, in :Ofocklenburg, which, in 
l1is correspondence, Le styles "Camp M'Knitt Alex­
ander," the name of au early a.nd ardent patriot in 
that county, from which he kept up a system of ob­
servations on the Dritish army and · the disaffected 
districts of the country. General Stunner,' with an­
other force of 'militia, occupied "Camp Yadkin," west 
of the river of that name. General Smallwood,• ac­
cepting the command to which he 'had been invited 
l.1y the General As embly, accompanied by two hun­
dred regulars under the renowned Colonel :Morgan, 
who had DOW reached tho southern army, proceeded 
westwardly, and took commai:i,d. of both these brigades, 
u few days after t.he retreat of Lord Cornwallis from 
Charlot.te. Chastising the tories, in a handsome skir­
mish, by a detachment of his troops under :Major 
Cloyd,' at Shallow Ford, on the Yadkin, in a settle- · 
t.lement not far from which place Colonel Bryan hatl 
raised and marched n. regiment of loyalists, immedi­
ately after the surrender of Charleston, and joined 
tho British in South Carolina, he advanced to the 

1 Jourunl of Donrd of Wnr. • Ibid. • Ibid. • Ibid. 
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frontier of the State, on the Catawba, to watch the 
enemy and give support _to General Sumpter, then 
manam vering against_ Tarleton in tho upper districts 
of that State. 

General Gates, with the main army, subsequently 
took the same direction, and had occupied Charlotte, 
when he was superseded in the command by General 
Greene. ·N eed I add, that tJ1e appointment of this 
illustrious man, (approaching, in his characteristics, so 
much nearer to the great Commande\·-in-chief than 
any other officer in that war,) to the head ·of the ar­
my of the South,, filled all hearts with gladness and 
hope.. The Board of War, in a correspondence which 
was immediately opened, e}q1l'essecl to him its great 
satisfaction upon this event, and engaged to draw 
forth all the powers ·of the State, and every necessary 
resource in it, to support him; "that," say they "the 
command with which you are dignified, may be hon­
or;1ble to yourself, as well as satisfactory to the coun­
try." The tl'ansfer of the command was announced 
in general orders on the 3d of December. 

General Smallwood having been promoted to a 
Major Generalship, about this time left the service in 
the South, and . Colonel Davie, being out of military 
employment by the expiration of the en:listment of 
his men, accepted from the Board of War the office 
of Superintendent Commissary General, made vacant 
by the resignation of Colonel Thomas Polle, and ac­
companied the army of General Greene in that ca­
pacity through the ensuing campaign. 

Having thus occasion to mention the name of Col 
12 
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onel Polk, I deem it proper to correct an error into 
which Mr. Lossing has fallen, in his Field Book, upon 
the authority of the papers of General Gates, and 
which, unintentionally, I have no doubt, does great 
injustice to his memory. It fa an imputation of dis­
affection, at the very time he held the office of Su­
perintendent Commissary General. Fortunately, the 
J ournaf of the Board of War explains the whole 
matter. There was some complaint of inattention to 
duty on his P.art, in his important office, which he 
explained·upo~ the ground ·of a scarcity of supplies, 
and necessary attention to bis family ; an~ Colonel 
Martin, a member of the board to which he was 
amenable, having visited the army in Mecklenburg, 
declares in a public · letter recorded in its journals, 
that in his opinion, Colonel Polle, under the circum­
stances, had fulfilled the duties of bis office as well as 
circumstances would adini°t. He was immediately 
afterwards entrusted by General Greene, with the 
temporary command of a Brigadier General of mil­
tiia, and in all after, as in prior time, was regarded ns 
a firm and unwavering pat1:iot. 1 

· 

1 He wns not only himself n champion nnd lender of grent influence ani! 
cfl'ecth·eness, but tho father of three sons, nil of whom were in nctive mil• 
itnry sen-ice, nfter, ns well ns before this alleged disnfl'ection. Ono_of these, 
bearing his father's nnme, wns slain in the bottle at Eutaw Springs, in 
which ho commnnded a company. Another, Charles Polk, was an officer 
in Genernl Rutherford's expedition for the relief of Wilmington, in the 
autumn of 1781; and n third, tho Inte Colonel William Polk, of Raleigh, 
ofter having been wounded in the ScoYilito expedition, and nt tho bottle of 
Germantown, wns nid-dc-cnmp to General Davidson, nnd nt his side when 
he fell, at the passage of tho Cntawbn, nnd commanded a regiment of the 
Siate troops of South Cnrolinn, under Sumpter, nt Eutaw. For evidence 
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Surveying his troops and supplies, General Greene 
found himself at the heacl of about two thousand 
men, one-half of whom :were militia, "\\'-ith provisions 
on hand but for three days, in an exhausted country; , 
and but a scanty supply of amunition, which could 
not be replenished short of Virginia. With the quick 
eye of military genius, he determined to divide his 
force, small as it was. Relying upon Davidson's mi­
litia, to be called from their homes when the emer­
gency might require, as a central force, he sent out 
Morgan, now promoted to the rank of Brigadier-Gen­
neral in tJ1e Continental service, across the Catawba 
and Broad Rivers; while he himself led the mnin 
army to a point opposite Cheraw, on the Pedee, 
where he was soon after joined by the effective legi-, 
onary corps of Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Lee, the 
author of the "Memoirs of the War in .the South," 
subsequently Governor of Virginia, and the Funeral 
panegyrist of Washington by · the appointment of 
Oongress. By this judicious disposition h~ secured 
abundant supplies of provisions for his troops, inter­
rupted communieations between the British army and 
the loJ;alists, and put it out of the power of Lord 
Cornwallis again to invade Nortl1 Carolina, without 
first driving back Morgan, or leaving him in his rear. 
Morgan, by concert, wa~ strengthened by accessions 
of militia under General Pickens, of South Carolina, 

of Ilic npp~intmcni of Colonel Polk to the commnnd of n Ilrigndicr Gene• 
tnl, by Gcnernl Greene, enrly in tbe 6pring of 1781, see nrticlc in the Uni• 
rcrsity M11gnzine for June, 1862, entitled "Closing scenes of the Rotolu• 
tiou..0 
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and Majors ' McDowell, of North Carolina, and Cun­
ningham, of Georgia. 

Large reinforcements, und'?r General Leslie, having 
been received by Lord ComwalHs, he despatched a su­
perior force, under Lieut. Colonel Tai'leton, to oppose 
Morgan, himself following with the main army in the 
same direction. , The battle of the Cowpens, which 
immediately followed, and in which Tarleton was tri-· 
umphantly defeated by Morgan, with the loss of one 
hundred killed and mofie than :five hundred prisoners, 
with arms, artillery and milit,ary stores, being fought 
in South Carolina, a few miles beyond the border, is 
not within the immediate scope of our subject, but it 
brought back the enemy into North Carolina, mad­
dened by this humiliation of his anns,· and eager for 
revenge. Forced to retreat from his :first entrance 
into the State, with the sinecure royal Governor un-

, der his escort, by the une}q:>ected reverse at King's 
Mountain, and now thwarted by the sudden overthrow 
of th~ elite of his army· by an inferior number· of the 
republican troops, a great part of whom were militia, 
his lordship resolved upon n. vigorous pursuit, to res­
cue the prisoners of the Cowpens, nnd destroy Mor­
gan. 

In this manner commenced that thrilling series of 
military movements which was continued with the 
activity of a steeple chase for quite two months.­
The main British army lay at Turkey Creek, some 
twenty-five miles south of Cowpens, and Morgan may 
be considered to have had, by so much, the start of 
his Lordship, in this trial o.f spe~d. The latter moved 
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immediately, hoping to cut off Morgan, encumbered 
with prisoneTs and baggage and stores, the fruits of 
his victory, before he should reach the fords of the 
Catawba~ in North Carolina, for which it wns presum­
ed he would aim. Morgan, however, vigilant and 
wary as his great adversary, and fully comprehend­
ing his danger, abandoned his captmed baggnge, and 
leaving his wounded under the protection of a flng, 
o~ the very evening of the day of battle, set out o~ 
his retreat; his prisoners in advance, escorted by h18 

militia, followed immediately by the regulars, under 
his own command. This, it will be recollected, was 
on the 17th of January, 1781. For twelve wear! 
days, nee m01·a, nee reqiiies, the retreat and yursmt 
were continued without intermission. Nearmghtfall, 
on the evenin a- of the 29th the vananartl of the roynl 

b ' b d 
nrmy, under General O'Hara gained the Island For 
on the Catawba, on the prese~t road from Statesville 
to Morganton, but discovered that Morgan had cros­
sed over with all his prisoners and forces, about two 
hours before. HaltinO" and encmnpina on the shore, 

b b • th 
with the :purpose to renew the pursuit early in ~ 
morning, the British General was tantalized by the 
loss of his prize, at the moment he supposed he was 
about to clutch it'in his grasp. During the night tl~e 
river was swollen by heavy rains, was impassable lll 
the morning, and so remained for two days, ~t th~ 
e>rpiration of which Morgan's militia, with h1s pri­
soners, were far on ilieir march towards Virginia.'-

1 This is the :iccount of Lee, which hos been followed by Lossing, Tbo 
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Re himself, with his regulars, passing down the left 
bank of the river, to Sherill's Ford, there met General 
Greene, who, having been advised of the movement 
of the enemy from Winnsborougb, and the· ,icto1-y of 
the Cowpens, had hastened forward, with an aid-,de­
camp and a few militia attendant , from his camp on 
the Pedee, to concert measures to secm·e its fruits, 
and to act against the adversary as means and oppor­
tunity might permit. 

The swell in the Catawba, which the pious feeling 
of the country could not b,ut ascribe to providential 
interposition, and the consequent interruption in the 
pursuit of the enemy, determined General Greene to 
dispute his passage across the river, and thus gain 
time for the arrival of his army at Salisbury, whither 
he had ordered it to hasten, under General Huger, of 
South Carolina, and Colonel Otho H. Williams, of 
Maryland, with the hope of there forming a junction 
with Morgan. In execution of this .design, Morgan's 
light troops, joined by a few militia, were posted at 
Sherrill's Ford. General Davidson, who, in this cri­
tica1 period, was ever on the alert, had call(;ld out the 
militia force , under his command, and while watch 
was kept at various fo1·ds on the river, with directions 
to give information of the approacn of the enemy, a 

Order Book of Lord Cormvnllis, however, is in the possession of the His­
toric:u Society of North Cnrolinn, nnd the work of Stcdmnu nppenrs to 
establish the fact, tbnt no pnrtof the British 11rmy, nt tho.t time, ndvnnced 
furthrr than Ransom's Mill, fifteen miles from tho Islnnd Ford. But there 
is little doubt, from trndilion, thnt the swell in tho riYcr, ennbled General 
Greene to adopt merumrcs to dispute the enemy's pnssnge ncross it. 
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considerable body of his troops was placed at Beattie's 
Ford, he himself taking position at Cowan's Ford, 
with about three hundred and £.fty men, on the even­
ing of the 31st of January. Lord Cornwallis, in the 
meantime, foiled in his pursuit, had encamped at 
Rarnsom's mill, the ~cene of the action between the 
"Whigs and L0yalists the preceding summer; and hav­
ing experienced delay in his late marc11, from the in­
cumbrance of his baggage, he here destroyed all that 
could be regarded as superfluous, himself setting tho 
example by casting into the flames the baggage of 
head-quarters, and converted_ his whole army into 
light trnops, with a view of. renewing the pursuit 
of Morgan, or forcing General Greene to an ac­
tion. Thus disencumbered, he lost no time in ap­
proaching the Catawba upon the abatement of the 
flood, and while a feint was made at Beattie's Ford, 
the most public and eligible pass, by a detachment 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Webster, his Lordship mov­
ing with the main army in the night, was at dawn of 
day at the private pass of Cowan's Ford, where he 
had been anticipated by the vigilance of Dav_idson. 
Plunging into this bold river, which is here the fourth 
of a mile wide, with its waters not yet assuaged, the 
Brit;ish troops waded through, and were received by 
a well directed fire from our militia; but succeeded 
in making good ~heir lauding, with the loss of about 
forty killed and wounded, ir:.c1u<ling Colonel Hall. On 
the American side the loss was inconsiderable, except 
in the fall of the gallant Da,i<lson, who here sealed 
with his life's blood the vo~·s of devotion and duty 
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to his country, which he had made in the outset of 
the struggle, and which he had zealously maintained 
by five years of service in the field. 

Our repulsed forces retired to Torrence's tavern, six 
miles distant, on th~ Salisbury road, where theywere 
joh1ed by their comrades from Beattie's Ford, who 
retreated on hearing of the loss of their General; and 
halting there in confusion, and no individual assuming 
command, they were surprised by Tarleton's cavalry, 
who had been sent in pursuit, and pnt to rout, but 
without serious loss. General Greene now hastened 
eastward to Salisbury with the troops under Morgan, 
and despatched orders to· Huger and Williams not to 
advance to that place, but to unite with him at Guil­
ford Court Honse, some fifty miles f mther east. Press­
ing on, pursued eagerly by the British, he crossed tho 
Yadkin at . the Trading Ford eastward of Salisbury. 
And here again Heaven smiled on the American 
cause. His cavalry forded at midnight of the 3rd of 
February, and the infantry passed fa boats a,t dawn 
the next morning, a few of their wagons being cut 
off by the pursuers. But the boats were secured at 
the place of landing, and a rise in the river during 
t.he night arrested the passage of the enemy, and 
forced him to proceed up its western bank some thirty 
miles, to the Shallow Ford, near the village of Hunts­
Yille. Here he received intelligence of tJ1e successful 
junction of the two divisions· of Greene's army at 
Guilford Court House, and lost all expectation of at­
tacking them in detail; but being confident of his 
power to encounter both, he moved forward, in the 
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nrdent hope of compelling them to battle before tl1Cy 
could reach Virginia, where ammunition, supplies, 
and recruits awaited them. His movement np tho 
Yadkin· had thrown him nearer to t~e upper fords of 
the Dan River than General Greene, and enabled him 
to cut him off from that mode of crossing; and trust­
ing so to overcome the distance between them as to 
arrest his passage in boats, he urged on his marcl1 with 
all possible expedition. Greene, resting his wearied 
troops for three days at Guilford Court Honse, wliere 
inany of them withiI\, a month were to find their last 
repose, and calmly surveying his condition, deter­
mined to continue his retreat into Virginia; and, with 
twenty-five miles the advantage in distance, set off in 
a new race with the British General for the lower fer­
rie3 of the Dan. Long and weary was the march­
keen and close the pmsuit. Organizing seven hun­
dred suitable trnops into a light corps, under t11e com­
mand of Colonel Wil1iams, subordinate to whom wero 
Colonels Howard, · Washington and Lee, General 
Greene placed these in his rear, to watch and skirmish 
with the enemy, while the arrriy with its baggage and 
stores should pursue its way without molestation. The 
British General, with a like policy, sent forward a 
Yanguard of similar troops, under General O'Hara. 
On their first approximation, the skirmishing between 
these corps was brisk and active; but experiencing 
no advantage in their results, they were discontinued 
by the enemy, and often the~e columns of the two 
armies would be seen in the wide plantations by the 
way, moving forward with a quick step without sign 
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of hostility, except where a cnrve in the roacl or the 
crossing of a stream promised some advantage to tho 
pursuers. With a single meal a day to each army, 
and slight interval~ for rest, the pursuit and retreat 
continued three clays and nights. By the masterly 
dispositions of Colonel Carrington, of Virginia, 
the Q'uartcrma ter General of the army, who. had 
previously surveyed this ri ver with a view to such .a 
result of a campaign as the present, boats were in· 
readiness at Irwin's ferry, and the army of Greene 
passed over the Dan on the 13th of February. The 
division of Williams, eluding the enemy, crossed over 
the next day, swimming the horses of the cavalry, 
and pnrsuecl by O'Hara until :within a short distance 
of tlie river. 
· Thus ended this celebrated retreat of two hundred 

and thirty miles from the Cowpens, •diagonally across 
North Carolina into Virginia, and which composes 
one of the m·ost interesting chapters in all military 
history. Contemplating the romantic Piedmont 
country through which it was made; its projecting 
mountains near at hand, and loftier ones in the distant 
view; its lovely vales and noble rivers swollen by 
floods; the battles and skirmishes of the t,vo armies, 
and e:\-ploits of the partisan c01·ps and individuals; 
literally "hair breadth 'scapes and adventures by 
flood and field,"; an imaginative mind could not 
attempt its description without bursting forth into 
song, and crowning its heroes with unfading amaranth. 
But it leaves the British General on the northern 
frontier of a thir<l. of the Southern States; shall that 
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State be added to bis conquests~ Frnstrated in the 
object of his long and wearisome pnrsuit-, he had yet 
the eclat of a victor in compelling his ach·orsary to 

, flee, and ·wisely concluded to make then;1ost eftectnal 
use of this atti·ibute. A.fter a single day's repose, he 
proceeded unopposed to Hill-borough, where we have 
seen the L egi lature, and afterwards the Board of 
War had been recently in session. It was, perhaps, a 
fortune for the State, at that time, that she had no 
great city to be struck at by the enemy as a Yital part, 
and by impo itions upon ,vhich general submission 
might have been exacted; bnt that her wealth and 
population were diffused over an extensive territory, 
intersected by mountains, rh'ers and morasses, the 

. inhabitants of which were as little dependent · on 
each other, except for good neighborhood ancl ~nutnal 
defence, as they were upon the enemy. There was 
no permanent seat of government, and the Legislature 
rarely assembled in the same town twice in success­
ion. The occupation of Hillsborough, the recent 
place of meeting of the General Assembly and tl1e 
Governor, therefore, was of itself n circnmstnnce of 
little importance. Lord Cornwallis, however, erected 
there the royal standard, and putting his printing 
press again in requisition, issued forth a proclamation, 
assuming to himself the air of a conqueror, offering 
protection, and appealing to the liege subjects of his 
Majesty to prove their loyalty and <l11t)· by coming to 
the aid of his cause, and thus contributing to restoro 
the blessings of order and goo<l. goYemment. This 
appeal, accompanied by the most rigid observance of 
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order in the restraint of his troops from all trespass 
on person or property, ·was not without its effect upon 
the inhabitants of the country west of the Haw and 
north of Deep river, many of whom had been leaders 
in the resistance of the regulation in 1771, and having 
been then overcome and forced to swear allegiance to 
the crown, were now loyali ts, as much from scruples of 
conscience as attachment to the enemy's cause. 

The 9.uiet of the conqueror did not long remain 
undisturbed. After the fall of General Davidson, on 
the first of February, we left his command, consisting 
of men from Mecklenbmg and Rowan, routed and 
dispersed by a surprise from Tarleton's cavalry, at 
'foTrence's Tavern, six miles from the·Catawba: Re­
assembling after the pa sage of the British army, they . 
co1lected a force of seven lrnndred men, and followed 
the pnrsnihg enemy. There being differences of 
op~nion among the field officers as to the ·chief com­
mand, here, as in the case of Campbell at King's 
Mountain, on the 11th of February, they elected Gen­
eral Andrew Pickens of South Carolina, to the head 
of Davidson's brigade. 1 This distinguished partizan 
officer was at the surprise at Torrence's, and Jiad con­
tinued wtth these troops from that time, but without • 
command, except of a few followers from South Car­
olina. Doubtless, they could not have found a more 
1okillful, gallant., and efficient leader. But the effect 
of thi~ leadership has occasioned them to be mistaken 

1 )fcmornndn of General Gm ham, who commanded a company of mounted 
llll'U iu this brigade . 
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by Lee and other historians for militia of South Caro­
lina. Passing leislU'ely through the country after the 

. · British army, they eftectuall y· kept down the loyalists, 
and at dawn of day, on the morning of the lSt.h of 
February, a detachment of two companies of this 
force, by order of General Pickens, surpl'isecl and 
captured a picket stationed at Ilart's Mill, within :i. 

mile and a half of th~ head quarters of Cornwallis, at 
Hillsborough. Retreating to a place of safety, in 
the direction of Stony Creek, with some five and twenty 
prisoners, Pickens h,1cl ordered a halt, to allow thoso 
engaged in the night expedition to refresh themselns 
with breakfast, when an alarm was given of the ap­
proach of the enemy in force. Great was the joy of 
the camp, however, to learn that the advancing column 
was not Tarleton, with his•famous cavah-y, in quest of 
the captors of the picket, lrnt Lieutenant dolonel Lee, 
at the head of his legiqn, who had been sent by Gen­
eral Greene in advance of the main nnny, to keep an 
eye upon the enemv, and prevent, if possible, the 
junction of any loyaiists to his standard. This was 
the first meeting of these renowned leaders who co-op­
erated so actively dnring the residue of the campaign. 

· Info111ung themseh·es correctly of the situation antl 
movements of the enemy, and learning that Tarleton 
ha<l. Leen despatched westward, to encourage the 
loyalists beyond the Haw River, anrl escort to head­
quarters any who llesired to join the king's army, they 
set out in pm·suit, to cut oft' the communication, aml 
if possible, cmhpel him to action. By a complete 
surprise on both sides, in the search for Tur:eton, they 
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came suddenly upon a body of six hundred loyalists,· 
under Colonel Pyles, who, inspirited by the apparent 
sncces~ of the British arms, and the proclamation of 
their General, to take service under his :flag, were on 
their march to Hillsborough with that object. EA--pect­
ing to meet Tarleton, thoy supposed the army of Lee 
and Pickens to be hi , until they were ·overthrown 
with terriole slaughter. "inety lay dead upon the 
field, and nearly all the residue were wounded. Lee 
and Pickens, .hurrying forward, espied the camp of 
Tarleton in the evening, and were at the same time 
joined by Colonel Preston, with, three hundred men 
from the mountains of Virginia, who having heard of · 
the straits of Greene's army on his retreat, were 
marching to join him, ignorant that he had passed the 
Dan. But the united forces postponing their attack 
until the morning, Tm·leton eluded their grasp, and 
made good his retreat to Hillsborough. · 

General Greene, having soon refreshed his wearied 
troops ~ncl replenished his military supplies, and be­
ing reinforced by a brigade of militia under General 
Stevens, re-crossed the Dan rm . the 23d of February, 
again to manmnvr~ with the enemy. At the same 
time, Coruwallis, fil1ecl with chagrin at the disaster to 
Pyles, in this first considerable insurrection in his fa­
vor siuco his entrance into the State, moved westward 
of Haw River, to be nearer to the settlement of the 
loyalist1-:, and prevent the recurrence of a like casual­
ty to his Majesty's faitbfnl lieges. The Biitish Gen­
eral, it mnst be noted, throughout tl~e whole cam­
paign, had two objects in view, after failing to over-
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take Morgan's prisoners ; the one to destroy Greene's 
army, the other to augment his own by recruits from 
among the loyalist inhabitants; and the aim of the 
American was as well to impress the loyalists by an 
exhibition of his force and spirit, as the safoty of his 
own army and the annoyance of his adversary. Tak­
ing position between the upper branches of Ifow 
River, General Greene re-established his corps of light 
troops under the gallant and sagacious Williams, 
which he kept between the enemy and the main army. 
In a series of interesting movements, assaults, skir­
mishes and retreats, he baffled all the efforts of his 
opponent to bring either division of his army to a 
general engagement, until the arrival of a brigade of 
militia, under General Lawson, from Virginia, ·:md 
two brigades from North Carolina, under Generals 
Butler and Eaton. His force being now numerically 
superior to that of the enemy, he advanced to engage 
him in battle, and selected an eligible pm,ition at 
Guilford Court House. Lord Cornwallis, accepting 
the defiance, ·also moved forward to the conflict, which 
took place o_n the 15th of March 1781, and became the 
assailant . . Neither our limits nor ,yonr patience will al-

. low an extended description of this, perlia11s, greatest 
battle of the sou them war. It is well portra;red by Mar­
shall, Lee, Johnson, and Lossing. Suffice it to remark, 
that the order of battle, the sagacity, the calm self-pos­
session, ready resource, and courage of both Generals, 
was well admirable; that few engagements exhiuit 
instances of greater daring and pcrseYering bravery 
than were manifested by individual officers aud me11, 
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anu whole corps; that rarely have militia withstood 
the shock of , etermi 1:egulars, supported by artillery, · 
better than did those of Virgini~, under Stevens and 
Lawson, and Ca.mp bell, and never did veterans in any 
field better illustrate heroism and discipline than the 
first Maryland Regiment · under Colonel Gnnby and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Howard, and the Delaware troops 
under Captain Kirkwood. .Ancl but for the panic 
which seized the ·two North Carolina brigades, micler 
Generals Butler and ~aton, who had recently joined 
the army, and were posted in the front lin.e of .the 
battle, under the booming of cannon, and an approach­
ing charge of the Bdtish under Lieutenant Colonel 
Webster, and who broke and fled with only a desul­
tory fire; an~ the wavering and flight of the second 
Maryland regiment, under Colonel Ford, late in the . 
action, General Greene ·must have achieved a com­
plete victory. .A,t the commencement, his force mun­
bered more than two to one of the enenjly, and after · 
the flight of th~ militia of Eaton and Butler, they yet 
stood in the proportion of three thousand two lnm­
dred to two thousand. Well; thei:efore, l).as it been 
observed by Mm1,hn1l, that "no battle in the course 
of the war reflects· more honor on the British 
·troops than that of Guilford." They, ho"·cver, were 
nearly all ,ctcrnn. Those of Greene cqntained about 
five hundred of this class. Though retiring from the 
carnage of the day, northward, across the Reedy Fork 
of Haw River, to the Iron works on Troublesome 
Cl'cck, he effected his retreat in good order and safe-
ty to his troops, leaving to his adversary a "gory 
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bed" and barren triumph on the field of battle. His 
loss in killed and wounded, amounted in all to about 
four hundred; while that of Lord Cornwallis, accord-

' ing to the official account, was five hundred and thir­
ty-two, including Lieutenant-Colonel Webster, the . 
Ajax of his army, a friend "whom _he loved, and 
who leaned upon his bosom." He . was mortally 
wounded, and died some days subsequently in Bla­
den, on the march of the army to Wihnington. The 
"Memoirs of Lee," meution that in a sharp action at 
Whitsell's mill, on Reedy Fork, which occurred with 
Williams' light troops, a few days before this battle, 
thirty-two rifle shots were deliberately fired at Colon­
el Webster, by some of the best mountain riflemen 
under Campbell, who were placed iu a log-house, with 
instructions to fire only at " special objects," while 
he led the British column across the stream, but all 
without effect. The termination of his life was re­
served for prpbably a chance shot at Guilford. A 
similar anecdote is related of General Frazer, of Bur­
goyne's army, who made a. · like miraculous escape 
from the fire of a selected body of American riflemen, 
with like deliberate aim, to receive his death wound 
in the engagement after the battle of Stillwater, in 
October, 17'77. 

The effect of the battle at Guilford Court House 
was decisive. It drove Lord Cornwallis from North 
Carolina, and led to· his ultimate surrender. Bestow­
ing proper care on the wounded, with his character­
istic humanity, he issued a bulletin, in the form of a 
proclamation, announcing the triumphant success of 

13 
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his Majesty's arms, and promising forgiveness of past 
~ffences,, again exhorted all loyal-subjects to join him 
m re-establishing law and order. · But when he sur­
veyed his shattered columns and thinned m~d crippled 
ranks, which had sustained a loss of near one-third, 
he discovered that "the victor was himself overcome," 
and the scene immediately changed. Thus far, his 
:heart's desire'had been a general action. To obtain 
it, he had . strained nerve and sinew, and all the re­
sources of military ingenuity, stratagem and skill; 
J1ad marched and counter-marched, full five hundred 
miles, through deep rivers and broken and, ruinous 
roads, in heavy rains in the depth of winter, and had 
denied himself and his army the usual comforts of · 
the camp, by the destmction of his baggage, to gi vc 
greater celerity to his movements-he had attai,ned 
it; he had driv~n his adversary from a fairly fought 
field, and tasted the sweets bf victory, but found them. 
like "Dea.cl Sea fruits." The loyalists had not risen 
to join him, as he eJ..-pected, and mortifying as must 
have been the fact, lie discovered that the salvation 
of his army depended upon immediate retreat. 

The indomitable Greene, on the other hand, refresh­
ing and arraying his discomfited forces at his first 
camp, after leaving the field, advanced in three days 
to 1·enew· the conflict, an'd now experienced the proud 
satisfaction of seeing his late exultant enemy fleeing be­
fore him to a place of refuge, and that he had delivered 
a Stnte from conquest by his long suffering patience, . 
prudence, courage, and the bravery and fortitude of 
his troops. · 
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·we shall not pursue the retreat of Lord Cornwallis 

by way of Cross Creek to Wilmington, nor his march 
thence, nearly with the line of·the present"railroad, 
into Virginia, where, in less than six months, he was 
obliged to surrender to Gen. Washington; nor Gen. 
Greene in his subsequent march to the relief of South 
Carolina. 

But there was another invasion, in a different quar­
ter, without a brief allusion to which our task would 
be incomplete. 

As a part of his plan for the subjugation of the State, 
Lord Cornwallis, about the time of breaking up his 
camp at Winnsborougb, bad sent from Charleston a 
land and naval force, under Major Craig, to fake and 
hold . the town of Wilmington, as a convenient port 
through which supplies might be furnished to his own 
army, which he expected to bring into communica­
tion w.ith it. The ~pedition succeeded, and the town 
was occupied on the first of February. The _only ad~ 
vantage, however, that it afforded to the army of in­
vasion by land, was a convenient retreat and abun­
dant refreshments after the disastrous battle at Guil­
ford Court House. He reached it on the 7th of April, · 
a.nd on the 25th of the same month set off to unite in· 
the attempt to overcome Virginia. , 

The post at Wilmington, which was occupied by 
about three hundred regular trqops, and a numerous 
but varying force of loyalists, gave great encourage­
ment to .the disaffected in that region of the State.­
From the firmness with which the republican cause 
ha:d been maintained, and tl1e more than ~oubtful 
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I 
success of the/British arms in the late ca1hpaign, they 
had been brought to observe a prudent neutrality; 
but after the departµre of Greene's army into South 
Carolina, they acquired new confidence, and bec:ame 
a formidable foe. A detachment of this mixed force, 
under the immediate command of Major Craig, tra­
versed the country, with occasional skirmishes with 
the militia, as far eastward as the valley of Neuse 
riv.er, and seized the town of Newbern ; and the war 
between whigs and tories raged in the district .be­
tween the Cape Fear and Pedee, with a fierceness 
rarely sm-passed in border contests. Generals Brown, 
Owen, Wade, Willis, and ot~er patriot leaders in 
that region, besides encountering this domestic enemy 
in skirmishes and assaults without number, fought 1 

. with them an unsuccessful battle at Beattie's Bridge 
on Drowning Creek, a branch of the Pedee, and . 
General Butler, with the militia of Ora~ge county, · ' 
met and repulsed them, but without a decisive result, 
at Lindley's mills, on Cane Creek, in tl10 county of 
Chatham. · 

One of the chiefs of the tory commanders, if not the 
head of their forces was David Fanning, who in his 
correspondence styled himself" Colonel of the Royal 
Militia," anµ who has left a character in the traditions 
of the State associated with every crime savoring of 
rapacity, revenge or cruelty. Always well mounted, 
and accompanied by a band of kindred spirits, he 
swept over tho country like a Camanche chief. Sur- . 
prising parties of Whigs when off their guard, he -
often gave no quarters; or lying in ambush or ponn-



DRmSI:I INVASION' IN 17~0, .AND 1781. 197 

cing upon them at their homes, he seized and murdered 
or tortured the obnoxious patriots, and then plundered 
and burnt their dwellings. By a series of bold ad­
ventures, he ,took the town of Cross Creeks, now 
Fayetteville, capture~ the Whig militia. officers of the 
county of Chatham, when sitting in court martial at 
Pittsborough, and, by a sudden descent on Hillsbo­
rough, at dawn of day, about the middle of September, 
seized and carried off the Gov?lrnor of the State.' Ile 
outlived the war, and took refuge in the loyalist set­
tlement of New Brunswick, or Nova Scotia. Mr. 
Sabine, whose sketch of Fanning, in the Lives of the 
Loyalists, is exceedingly brief and imperfect, in illus­
tration of his character as an outlaw, relates that when 
General Marion, of South Carolina, admitted to terms 
Major Gainey, a celebrated loyalist, and a party un­
der him; Fanning was specially named as excluded 
from the benefits of the afrangement. This quite 
corresponds with the " corsair name he has left to our 
times," in his old haunts, on the north side of the 
Carolina border; and caused him with two others 
only, to be specially excepted from the provisions of 
the "act of pardon and oblivion," pns.sed by the Leg­
islature 3:t the conclusion of peace.s 

, Since this wns written, I have learned that the MSS of the Hisloricai 
Society of Noi:th Carolin111 shew thnt Fanning and McNeill commauded 
the loyalist forces on alternate days, 11nd that McNeill was in command in 
1he actual descent on Hillsborough. 

• To those in the least degree acquainted with tho history of the State, it 
is deemed quite unnecessary to &ay that David F11Dning, here mentioned, ia 

11 very distinct person from Ji:dmund FIIDning, a l11wyer of education IIDd 
literary nccomplishments, who WIIS so conspicuous 11n object of ueraion in 
the movel:l'.lent ofthi5 Regulation in 1771. 
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The Governor who was so unfortunate as to become 
his prisoner, was His Excellency Thomas ~urke, an 
Irish gentleman, bred to tho profession of medicine 
in his native country, but had renounced· it for that 
of the law in this. Of a bold and impetuous temper, 
a ready writer and speaker, and ardently attached to , 
the American cause, he had been one of the great 
conductors of the contest with the mother country, · 
in the colony, and had had a large sha,re in the for­
mation of the constitution for the government of the 
State. From this work he was immediately translat­
ed to the Continental Congress, of which he had been 
an active and cpnspicuous member, from December, 
1776, until his electi9n to the office of Governor, in 
the first ~art of the year 1781. He appears to have 
left his sen:t in, Congress, at Philadelphia, and gone u.s 
an (1llnateivr to the battle of Brandywine; and l1is 
-election to the chief magistracy of the State, in this 
crisis, is presumed to have been in some degree at­
tributable to the energy and ardor of his natlll'e, 
which might ~ave rendered 11im a successful leader in 
the field. Being some thirty miles distant from the 
nearest approach of these marauders heretofore, he 
was completely surprised, and without military at­
tendants, in a small vil1age, was carried off without 
difficulty. Hurried, by long · and rapid marches, 
through deep forests and pathless tracts of interming­
led sand and S'\Vamp, threatened with personal vio­
lence, and pillaged of · everything except the clofu,es 
he wore, he was delivered by his savage captors to 
the custody of Major Craig, on the 23d of S?ptem-
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her; and, by an outrage on every principle of justice 
~nd publ~c law, he was committed to close confine­

. men t, under :pretence that he was a prisoner of State 
and n ot of war.' .Being transf~rrecl to Oharlesto11, 
.where General L eslie was in command, he was paroled, 
as a prisoner , to J am~s' Island. The Island was, at 
this time (D ecember, '81, and January, '82,) infested 
with larg e numbers of tory refugees, who had sought 

· protection under the British arms, by reason of the 
recent success of General Greene in recovering South 
Carolina, and driving in their forces into the garrison 
of Charleston. To these G.overnor Burke, from his 
past history and official station, was an object of such 
deep hostility as to endanger his personal safety. To 
an application for a paroie to his own State, or some 
pther southern State, or to be exchanged for an equiv­
alent, or, if all these should be refused, then that he 
,might be t1:~nsferrcd to some other place for his per­
sonal safety, no direct answer wns made, but he was 
.given· to understand .that none of his requests could 
be allowed ; and that, at the 'soli_citation of Major 
Craig, he was to he det;iined indefinitely, to the ~nd, 
that if the notorious Fanning, or . any tory leader 
whom this British officer had employed, should be 
taken, and suffer punishment under the laws of the 
State, there might be retaliation upon him.• It " 'as 
now the 'seventh year of the war, and the sixth after 
the~ ational Declaration of Independence; the Amer-

I 

1 Governor Burke's letter to Willie Jones, MSS. 
1 Gonrnor. Burke's le11crs, MSS. 
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ican cause had recently acquired renewed confidence 
and stability from the surrender of Lord Cornwallis 
at Yorktown, which occasioned the evacuation of 
Wilmington by Majo1°'Craig; from the result of the 
battle at Eutaw Springs, and the consequent retire­
ment of the British army to Charleston, and from the 
arrivaL of large reinf? rcements to General Greene 
from ·the northward, under Generals St. Clair -and 
Wayne. The individual thus ~ubjected to degreda-· 
tion and insult, was a high-spirited and urbane gen­
tleman, accustomed to the observances of refined life, 
and the deference habitually yielded to his position. 
Officially, he was the first magistrate . of one of the 
thirteen independent State_s, and the third person in 
succession who had performed the functions of that 
station. In the outset of the war,-Great Britain had 
affected to treat all Americans as mere rebels, with­
out regard to their governmental organizations; and 
the dignified reply of General Washington _to the 
haughty note of General Gage, at Boston, justifying 
such a course, in which he announces to the British 
Commander-in-Chief, · " if your officers,.our prisoners, 
receive from me -a treatment different from what I 
wished to show them, they and y"ou will remember 
the occasion of it,"' will readily occur to the reader 
of history upon the statement of this question. But 

· in the progress of the contest, tl1is pretension had 
been relaxed into the obsen,ance, for the most part, 
of the rules of civilized warfare; and the _ duty.of 

'Jrforshl11'11 Life of Washington. 



• 

BRITISII INVASION Ui 17801 AND 1781. '201 

humanity to prisoners, :mq deference to their rank 
among their countrymen, had been recognized, not 
only in not enforcing close confinement, but in ex­
changes of rank for rank, or its equivalent. But in 
this· instance, chicanery •was resorted to, and jt was 
alleged that although continental officers were so for · 
respected as to be subjects of exchange, a like char­
acter could not be extended to the militia or State . 
officers. The Continental C~ngress ·certainly l1ad 
given no color to this attempted distinction; on the 
contrary, upon the second invasion of South Carolina 
in 1778--'9, when Richard Caswell, a soldier of re­
nown, filled the Executive Chair ·of North Carolina, 
that body, at the urgent request of the delegates 
from South Carolina, had, by resolution, requested 
him to take command in person of the militia force 

' ' he _had ordered out to aid in her defence, with the 
rank of a Major General in the continental line, and 
-subordinate only to General Lincoln.' ,!\.n<l to nega· 
tive, in the most unqualified manner, this weak pre· 
tension, Brigadier General Rutlierford, of tl1e North 
Carolina militia, who, we will remember, wns taken 
prisoner at the defeat of Gates, had been recently 
exchanged, and returned to his own State, after a ~on­
finement of twelve months at St. AuO'ustine, Florida. 
· The close confinement of Gover~o; Burke, and his 
parole only to limits in which he was in constant dan· 
· ger of assassination, wns, therefore, in contravention of 
recent precedent, as well ns of all just principle, and 

1 G1iTernor Caswell'a Correspondence, llSS, 
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could be vindicated only by that new ver:;ion of pub­
lic lnw, lately acted upon· in the Carolinas, by whic;.h 
whole commtmitie of peaceable citizens were cla_im­
ed as prisoner, and each man forced to a parole of 
non-resistance or close confinement, and by virtne of 

.. which the lamented Hayne had been recently put to 
au ignQminious d~ath, by a militar) order, witho~t a 
trial. That it did not produce r taliation, in .a sum­
mary and exemplary manner, can only be accounted 
for by the near approach of peace,, and the determi­
nation of his capti_vity by the act of the prisoner him­
self. Stung by the want of respect w.ith which he 
had been treated. from the day of his seizme, and- the 
reflection 'that he was detained witLout limit of time, 
ns a hostage for the safety of bandits and outlaws 
who had forfeited their lives to the municipal laws, 
and whose depredations were still continuecJ in the 
State, under his government, he advised the mpst rr­
gorons punishment on these culprits, should they be 
apprehended, without regard to his own safety. And 
being well satisfied that his own life was in jeopardy 
from the licentious loyalists who _surrounded him on 
James' Island, some of whom were fugitives from 
North Carolina, be considered his parole cn.ncelle<l by 
the circumstances fo. which he had b~en placed by 
the British commander, and resolved to withdraw 
himself from his custody. This purpose he effected 
on the night of the 16th of .January, 1782, and aftet 
hn.ving been four montl1s a prisoner. Having made 
good his escape, he two days afterwards addressed to • 
General Leslie tho following let~cr : 
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. J A.t.~U.\RY Sm, 1 i82. 
Sm-You will be pleasecl to recollect that I wrote 

to .you on the 30th of last month, requesting a parole 
within the American lines, and informing you that 
my person was in great danger, from the refugees 
who were exceeding~y licentious, ancl to whom per: 
soµs of my .politi~al char~cter. are peculiarly obnoxi­
ous : therefore, that if granting my request was inex­
pedient, i~ w9uld be necessary to remove me t,p some 
place where my person might be safe. You were 
not, pleased to answer that letter, :me\ I foul).~ ~yself 
still exposed to men who are but too well known to· 
be little restrained by moral principles, and whom I 
hav:e seen commit ·even murder, with entire impunity. 
De~ining it exceedingly probable that these might 
con·ceive aom_e violent design again against me, and 
knowing that fear of punishment would not restrain 
men who felt themselves secure even fi·om discovery, 
I felt every hour during sixteen days, all the appre­
hensions or assus~ination. As my representation to 
vou hacl not proQured your notice, so far ns e,ren to 
induc~ you t? answer me, I .saw no pi·ospect of being 
relieved from my dangerous situation, and I conclu­
ded such neglect of my personal safety would justify · 
my withdrawiµg my person. But though I carrieu 

. · this resolution in~o effe~t, I do not ther~by intend to 
deprive you of the advm;1tagc which my capture, by 
the rights of wai;, entitles you to. I plll'pose return­
ing to my government, and there to expect an answer 
from you to the following proposition: I will endea­
vor to procure you a jll;st and reasonable equivalent 
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in exchange for me, or if that cannot be effected, I 
will rettri·n within your lines on parole, provided you 
will pledge your honor that I shall not be treated in 
any manner different f1;om the officers of the Conti­
nental army when prisoners of war. This proposi­
tion will, I hope; be satisfactory, and will leave you, 
no doubt, that in withdrawing I had no dishonorabfo 
intention. I am, &c., . 

TlIOMAS BURKE. 

To this letter no reply was directly maqe, but in 
a correspondenee which ensued between General 
Leslie and Generai Greene, and the latter officer and 
Governor Burke, a discussion was had on .the proprie­
ty of his withdrawing under the circi.1mstances of the 
case, and his rights as the first ci vii offi"cer 'of a State, 
and the commancler-in-c1iief of her militia, wl1en in a 
state -of captivity, which, had we leisure to ·pui·sue it, 
would be found to be ·amoryg the most interesting 
chapters on public law, iri the history of the Revo­
lution.' 'Whatever judgment a stern: casuistry may 
pronounce upon a breach of parole, in any and all cir­
cumstances, there can be no aoubt that the.treatment 
to which l~e was subjected was a gross national indig­
nity and wrong, for which atonement was due, and 
perhaps should have been exacted; and that his ap­
prehensions for his personal safety were not vain or 
idle, Cofonel Washington, who was at this time a pri­
soner within the British lines,- having been taken at. 

1 Governor Burke's Letters, JiiSS. 
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tlie battle pf Eut?,w Springs, and was familiar with 
the desperate character of the tory refugees on James' 
Island- declared that he would sooner go into a dun­
geon than take a parole on th.at island, in its then sit-
uation. · 

Governor Burke returned immediately to the St.ate, 
aµd resumed th~ government, but voluntarily retired 
from public life at the next ensuing session of the 
Legislature. Soon afterwards, in a cartel for the ex- . 
change of prisoners, between Gen. Greene and the 
British" commander, an equivalent was allowed for 
his ransom, a:nd he was relieved from tho delicate and 
painful embarrassment in which he had been involY-
ed by his captivity.' ' 

During his " inability and absence from the State,'' 
Alexander ·Martin, the Speaker of the Senate, assum­
ed and · exercised the powers of Gov~rnor, according 
to tµe provisions ox.the Constitution, and the govern­
ment continued in all its functions and usefulness . 
. As soon as the seizure and imprisonment of the 

Governor beca~e- known, the veteran General Ruth-
. erford, who had returned from his long imprisonment. 

in St. Augustine, raised n force in ;hfccklenburg, 
Rowan and Guilford, and led an expeditio_n against 
the British post, at Wilmington, and the loyalists wl10 
were its emissaries, and after cliastising the latter in 
divers skirmishes, finally dispersed or drove them 
within the lines of the British garrison, ,vhich, be­
coming informed of the advances made by Greene in 

1 Gov. Durko'a lettera, 11SS. 
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the rc-conc:iuest of South Carolina, and the surren·d~r 
of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, evacuated the town, ' 
and returned to Charleston.' Thus was 'the British 
flag struck, on tJw 18th of November, 1781, n~~er . 
again to be unfurled in North Carolina. But true t9. 
the great cause of America, her efforts iigainst · the 
common enemy ceased not with his expulsion from· 
her borders, is they had not 0been postponed uritil his 
arrival within them. Immediately after the retire­
ment of Lo

1

rtl Cornwallis to Virginia, her western 
people rallied to the call of Gen. Sumter for service 
in South ·curolina,2 and her Continental "_battallions 
being again rec1:uited under General Sumner, with a 
new "aid" of 1ni1itia, formed 11, conspicuous part of 
Greene's line of b~ttle at Euta,~rl and followed ~he 
flag of the Union, until the disappearance of the en'e­
my's sa.ils, off the harbor of Oharle.ston. · 

Having had occasion to i·efer to the Statute Book, 
that fruitful and anthen .. tic source of instruction in the 
history of all nations, and especi~lly of free govern: 
ments, in time of peril and revolution·, I deem idit to 
call youi• attention, in con_uection-~with t11e period of 
dread and doubt through ·which· we have passed, to 
an act bf the Legislature at i'ts fi'i·st session after the 
proclamation of peace, held ·in Ap~il, 1783, respecting 
those citizens of the State ·who had espoused the ca~se 

1 For dotnils or this expedition, see ". Closing Scenes of the Revolution," 
in tho June r\umber of tho N. C. University Mognzine. 1 • · 

'Gen. Gruhnm's mcm.; see nlso the net of the Legislntur:e, June 1781, 
ucmpting those counties from levies of continento.l troops, which bad 
furoibhed men to Gcocrnl Sumter. . 

.. 
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of the enemy, "in the late unhappy wn:r." It is en­
titled, ".An' act of pardon and oblivion;" and declares 
"that al¾ and all manner of treasons, misprison o( 
treason, felony or misdemeanor, committed or done 
since the fourth day of· July, scYenteen hundred and 
se..venty-six, by any person or persons whatsoever, · 
shall be pardoned, released, and put in total obliv­
ion," with the exception, · 1st, of certain · notorious 
bandits and other criminals; 2d, those who had taken 
commissions, and acted as officers uncle1; the Brith:h. · 
go·rnrnment; and 3d, those who had been named in 
confiscation laws passed during-the Wl!l'-'nn act of 
grace and magnanimity worthy of the ·heroic bnt · 
christian and forbearing spirit which had trium1:ilicd · 
in the struggle just ended. 

I am conscious of so tedi'ous a narrative that I shall 
not abuse yom patience by the reflections to wl1ich it 
might naturally give rise. My object hns been to 
present in outline merely, .but iii chronological or<lt•r, 
and natural connection and dependence, some of the · 
leading events in the struggle for our- common free­
dom, of which my nUctive State WU6 the theatre, after 
it ha<l become a contest of arms. Alth0ugh this has 
been done with a prolixity and minuteness of refer­
ence to .time an<l place, far exceeding the limits of 
good taste in a. discourse for the hour, before an nud~ 
ence unfamiliar with the localities describ~d, it-is, at 
best, I fear, but a meagre and defective 1>rc~cntution 
of the subject. I trust, however, in the retrosr,cct, it 
may not be wholly unprofitnble to the rescnrcl1cs of 
the stu<lent of history. , The history of tlie war in the 
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North has ' be.en written with fur more minuteness 
than in the South. That that of North Carolina bas 
been especially neglected, will be manifest wheujt is 
observed that so important an event as the' capture 
of her Chief Magistrate by the enemy, is mentioned 
ig no professed history of the Revolution, as far as 
my researches ,have gone, and is brought to general · 
notice for the first time in the recent works of Wheeler 
and Lossing, and in them, without any detail or ref­
erence to the important questions of public law, .to 
which in its consequence it gave 1·ise . . As the rapid 
course of time hurries 1,1s fu1'.ther and further from tho 
epoch of the Revolution, filling up the intervening 
space with the great events of the two succeeding 
generations, · its characters and inciden.ts and places 
are becoming more and moi•e objects of cmiosity and · 
interest. If I shall have contributed to unfold a leaf 
in a single book of this great epic of the nation, I 
shall regard the occasion allowed by the .honored in. 
vitation of your society, as an opportunity for the 
fulfilment of a patriotic duty. · 

I cannot, however, omit to remi~d yoi1, while we 
delight, like the Athenians in th·e time of Demosthe­
nes, " to praise our anccsto1~ and tell of their tro­

. phies," that although the scenes which have been im­
~perfectly presented to your view were enacted in a 
. far distant part of the country, they,-in their day, ex-
cited sensations which vibrated from Mu~ne to Geoi:­
gia; that ~very well aimed rifle on ·the banks of ·tI1e 
Catawba, the Y aclkin, or Cape Fear, and every suc­
cossful exploit of_ Greene, Morgan, Williams; David-
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son, Davie and their associates, aided by so much in 
thinning the ranks and overcoming the power of a 
British Pommander-in-Chief, who, at that very time 
held his headquarters in the city of New York;' thnt 
the force there opposed to_ him was a joint force of 
men of the Carolinas, Virginia, Maryland and Dela­
ware, and that the General who manceuvered and 
marshalled it in its more important and decisive opera­
tions, with a readiness of resource, fl skill aucl valor, 
never surpassed, was a citizen of Rhode _Island. It 
was therefore, a union of effort for a common end; 
the expulsion of a common enemy, nnd the establish­
ment of a common liberty, which, under the provi­
~ence of God, was nobly accomplished. Such is the 
lesson we derive from our fathers. May ·we improve 
and transmit it to om children, and in ages and gen­
erations to come, may they assemble in the same fra- · 
ternal spirit in which we are met to-night, to mingle 
their sympathies and keep bright the recollection of 
a common glory, citizens of the same free, happy, 
and United States of America. 

1 Sir Henry Clinton and nflerwnrds Sir Guy Carleton. 

u 
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- · · . [ A.. Page 106.) · 
In March, 1 '771, John Miller, printer 0£ the Lon· 

don Evening Post, was arrested by order of the House 
of Commons, for publications regarded as libellous. 
He was clischa.rged l?Y the Lord Mayor and Al~erroen 
of London, on the ground that the order wns illegal, 
a.nd the Lord Mayor· and Aldermen were, in turn, 
Suromoned to answer at the bar of the House for con· 
tumacy. .A.mong th~ latter :was John Wil~es, ~e 
author of the famolis libel on the lling, contained m 
the North Britain, No. 45. • . . 

A.bout the close .of the last century, Jolm :Miller~ 
understood to have esrablished himself at Peuclle!on 
C. H., S. C., and to have commenced the publicatlo~ 
of" Miller's Weekly Messenger." It wns a sh~et 

0
d . 

small size and humble pretensions, and was printe l 
upon the press, which had· been used by Gener~ll 

G 
. h" . The press sti 

reene m 1s southern camprogns• p . dit ·r "The en· 
m use, was shown to me by the e or 0 

dleton Messenger," in December, 1820. 

~ 

[B. Page lOS.] Uection of 
American areltl ves : consisting of 11 co d letters 

authen~c records, state papers, debates~ forroin~ 
and other notices of public nfi'ah's, the VI 

O 
( 211) 
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a Documentary History of the origin and progress of 
the North .American colonies ; of the causes and ac­
complishment ·of the .American Revolution ; and of ' 
the constitution of government of the United States, 
to the final ratification thereof-In six series. Of 
these, the fourth series from the · King's _Message of 
March 7th, 17.7 4, to the Declaration of Independence 
by the.United States, in 177.6, has been published in 
six folio volumes. _ 

Of the fifth . series, from the Declaration of In­
dependence in 1776, to the definitive Treaty of Peace 
with Great -Britian in 1783, the two first volumes 
are· in our possession; the third has been published 
but has not yet reached us. When the work. will 
probably be completed, we .have no information. 
The- first series will supply a great des.ideratum and 
must be anxiously ~xpected in ap. th13 ol.der States in 
the Union. 

[O. Page 116.J 
John McDonald, F. R. S., only son of the cele­

brated Flora McDonald, who so materially assisted 
in the escape oCCharles Edward Stuart, in 1746, was 
born in 1759. He passed many years in the service 
of the East India- Company, and attained.the rank of 
Captain in the corps of engineerS' on the Bengal es­
tablishment. On his .return home he was appointed 
lieutenant-colonel of the royal clan-alpine regiment, 
and commandant of the royal Edinburg artillery. 
But it is as a _writer OI;t military tactics and as a man . 
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of science that Colonel McDonald is espec'ially enti­
tled to our notice. . His productions relative . to the 
art of war are chiefly -ti:anslations from the French, 
and consist of " The E:iq>erienced Officer," "Rules 

· and Regulations for the Field Exercise, and Manam· 
vres of Infantry," "Instructions for the conduct of 
Infantry on actual Service," 1

' Treatise on Telegraph­
ic Communication, Naval, Military and Political,11 

and in 1816, a "Telegraphic Dictionary11 extending 
to one hundred and fifty thousand words, phrases and 
sentences. During the latter period of his life, he 
resiµed at Exeter, where he died, aged seventy-two, 
in 1831. · Copied from Maunders> Dictionary of 
Universal Biogmphy. 

[D. Page 121.] · 
FROM THE ANNUAL REGISTER FOR 1776-HISTORi 01'' 

EUROPE, PP. 156-158. 
The necessity under which we have seen Governor 

Martin, obliged to seek ;efuge on board a ship of war 
in Cape Fear river, did not damp his ardor in the 
public_ service, nor restrain his attempts to reduce 
the province of North Carolina to obedience. His 
confidence of success was· increased, by the know• 
ledge he ha , that a squadron of men of war with 
seven regiments, under the conduct of Sir Peter Par• 
ker and Lord Cornwallis, were to depart from Ireland 
on an expedition to the southern provinces in the be­
gin_ning of the year, and that North Carolina was 
their first, if not principal object. He also knew 
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that General Clinton, with .a small, detachment, was 
on his way from Boston to meet them at Cape Fear .. 

The connection he had formed ~ith a body of des­
perate people, lately considered as rebels to the 
King's government, now equaijy enemies to the pro­
vincial establishment, whom we have frequently had 
occasion to take notice of under the name of Reg.ula­
t01·s, ~ well as with the Highla~d emigrants, s~emed 
to insur_e the reduct.ion of. the insurgents, ev.en inde- 1 

pendent of the expected force: That colony was 
deemed the weakest in America, except Georgia; and 
the two parties we have mentioned were numerous, 
active, daring, and the former were at· this time, as 
well as the latter, zealously .attached to the royal 
cause. The Highlanders were considered as natm;al­
ly warlike, and the Regh1ators, from situation, habits 
and manner of living, to be much bolder, hardier and 
better marksmen, than those who bad been bred to 
other courses and in more civilized parts of the coun­
try. 

The Governor sent several commissions to these 
people for the rai~ing and corpmanding of ~·egiments, 
and granted another to a Mr. M;cDonald to act. as 
their General. He also sent them a proclamation, 
commanding all persons, on their allegiance, to repair 
to the royal standard, which was erected by General 
McDonald about the middle of February. 

Upon the first advice of their assembling at a place 
called Cross Creek, Brigadier General Moore, imme­
diately marched, at the head of the ProvinciaJ.regk 
ment which he commanded, with such militia as_ he 
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could suddenly collect, nnd some pieces of cannon, 
within a few miles of them, and took possession of nn 
ir~1pol't~nt post·called ~ockfish-Bridge, which, as he 
was much infeTior in strength, he immediately in• 
trenched and rendered defensible. Ile had not been 
ll)any days in this position, where he wns receiving 
and ,eA-pecting snccoms, when General McDonald ap- , 
proachedt (February 15th,) at the head of his army, 
and sent a letter to Moore, inclosing the Governor's 
prqclamation, and recommending"to him nnd his par· 
ty to join .the King's standard by n given hour the 
next clay, or that he must be under.the necessity of 
considering_ them as enemies. 

AB Moore knew that the Provincial forces were 
ma1·ching fro~ all q~arters, he protracted the negoci• , 
ation, in hopes that the Tory army, as they called it, 
might have been surrounded. In his final answer he 
declared, that he and his officers considered themselves 
as engaged in a ·cause the most glorious and honor~blo 
. in the wo:r Jd, the defence of the liberties of mankind i 
he reminded the emigrants of the ungrateful return 
they made to the kind reception they met in the co· 
lony ; and the General, with some of his officers, of 
.an oath they had taken a little before, and upon 
. which they were permitted to come into the ~oun:17, 
that they only came to see their friends and relations 
without any concern wl!atever in public affairs. In 
return to the proclamation, he sent them the te~t pro· 
posed by the Congress, with a proffer, that 1f they 
su9scribed it, and laid down their arms, they shoul<l. 
be received as friends; but if they refused to comply 



216 .APPIDrDIX. 

they must expect consequences similar to those which 
they had held out to his people. · 

· In the mean time, McDonald perceived th~.danger 
he was in of being enclosed, and abruptly quitting 
his ground, endeavored, with considerable dexterity, 
by forced marches, the unexpectea' passing of rivei·s, 
and the greatest celerity of movement, to disengage 
himself. It seems, the great and immediate objectin 
view with this party, was to bring Governor Martin, 
with Lord William Campbell, and General Clinton, 
who had by this time joined them, into the interior 
country, which they judged would be a means of 
uniting all the back settlers of the south<!rn colonie~ 
in the royal cause, of bringing forward the Indians, 
and of encouraging l4e well-affected to shew th~m­
selves in all places. 

The provincial parties were, however: so close in the 
1mrsuit, and so alert in cutting the country, and seizing 
the passes, that McDonald at length found himself 
under a necessity of engaging a Colonel Caswell, who, 
with about a thousand militia and minute men, had 
taken possession of a place called Moore's Cre.ek 
Bridge, where they had thrown up an intrenchroent. 
The royalists w~re by all accot1nts much superior in 
number, having been rated from three ·thousand to 
(?De thousand five hundred, which last number Mc­
Donald, after the action, acknowledged them to be.­
The emigrants began the attack, (February 27th,) 
with great ·fury; but McLeod, the second in com­
mand, and a few ;more of their bravest officers and 
men being killed at the first onset, they suddenly lost" 
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al1 spirit, :fled with the utmost precipitation, and, as 
the provincials say, deserted their General, who was 
taken prisoner, as were nearly all their lenders, and 
the rest totally broken and dispersed. 

This victory was a matter of great exultation and 
triumph to the Carolinians. 'l'hey lrnd shewn tliat 
their p;-ovince was not so weak as was imagined ; for 
.though their force act1.1ally in tl1e engagement were 
not considerable, they had raised ten thousand men 
in about ten days. But what was still more flatte1·ing, 
and, perhaps, not of less real importance, they had 
encountered Europeans (who were supposed to hold 
them in the ··most sovereign contempt, both as men 
and as soldiers) in the field, and defeated them with 

11 an inf e_rior force. If the zeal of these people coultl 
h3:ve been kep~ dormant until the arrival of tlie force 
from Ireland, it seems more than probable that tho 
southerr:. coloJ?,ies would have considerably felt the 
impression of such arr insurrection. But now, their 

.-. force and spirits were so entirely broken, their lenders 
being sent to different prisons, and the rest stripped 

' of their al.'ms, and watched with nll the eyes o! dis­
tn1st, that no future effort could be reasonably expec­
ted from them. Perhaps too great a dependence wus 
laid on their power and prowess, while those of tl1e 
opposite side were measmed with a scale equally de­
ceitful. It is, however, extremely difficult to regulate 
or restrain the caprice or violence of those leaders 
;who assume authority in such seasons. 
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[E. Page 122.] 
LF.TTEn rno11 Ilr:iGAPIEn-GEs1rnAL JAlms MoonE, ,x. TIIB CONTINENTAL 

sH1tv1ct:, TO TnE IIoN. Co1:N1n.10s IIA1tNf:T'l' EsQ., PnESIDENT m' TUE Pno­
v1souL CooNCIL, Nonm CAnOLINA.* · ' 

TVilmi11uton J\lnrch 2d, 177G. 
Sir: On the earliest intelligence ' thnt the Tories we~c collecting nnd 

embodying nt Cross-Creek, which I received on the 9th of Fcbrunry, I 
proceeded to tnke possession of Rockfish Dridge, within se,·en miles of 
Cross-Creek, which I considered ns nn important post, this I elfected on 
the 15th with my own Regiment, five pieces of Artillery, and n part of the 
Bladen llfilitin, but ns our numbers were by no means equnl to that of the 
Tories, I thought it most nchisuble to intrench nnd fortify tbnt pass, and 
wuit for n reinforcement. Dy the· 19th I was joined by Col. Lillington with 
one hundred and fifty of the Wilmington ll1inute i\Ien, Col. Kenon with two 
hundred of the Duplin i\Iilitin, and Col. Ashe with about one hundred of the 
Volunteer Independent Rangers, 11_1nking our numbers, then, in the whole, 
about eleven hundred, nnd from tho best information I was nble to procure, 
the Tory Army umlcrcommnncl ofGen. ll£cDonnld amounted to about four­
teen or tinccu hundred. On the 20th they marched within four miles of us, 
nnd sent in by a llng of Truce, the Governor's Proclnmntion, n Manifesto and 
Letter from the Gen., copies of which, together with another Jetter and my 
nnswers you have inclosed. I then waited only until Col. J\lnrtin and Col. 
Thackston, who I had ccrtaiu intelligence were on their mnrch, should get 
nenr enough to cut o!f their retreat, nnd dctcr~iucd to nvail myself of tho 
first favorable opportunity of nttacking them, however, contrary to my ciq,cc­
tations, I learnt on the 21st that they hnd tho night before, a·nd thnt morning, 
crossed the North West River at Cnmpbclton with their whole .Army, suuk 
nnd destroyed nil tho Donts, and taken their Route the most direct wny to • 
liegro-hend point. I then despatched nn express to Col. Caswell, ~-ho was. . 
on his march to join us with nbout eight hundl'cd men, and directed him to 
return and take possession of Corbcrt's Ferry over Black river, nnd by every 
means in bis power to obstruct, hnrross and distress them in their murch. .At 
the same time I directed Col. Martin and Col. Thackston to tukc possession 
of Cross-Creek, in order to prevent their return thnt way. Col. Lillington 
nud Col. Asho I ordered by II forced march to endeavor if possible t9 rein- . 
force Col. Caswell, but if thnt could not ho cllcctcd, to take possession or" 
Moore's Creek Dridge, whilst I proceeded back with the remainder of our 
Anny to cross the North-West at Eliznbcth Town, sons either to meet th_em 
in their wnr to Corbert's Ferry, or full in their rear nnd surround them there. 
On tho !!3d. I cro~scd tho River at Elizabeth Town, where I wns compelled 
to wait for n supply of provisions until the 2•11h at night, huving learnt that 

~ From. tho origlnnl mnnuscrlpt. 
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Col. Co.swell was nlmost entirely without. Just when I ,rns prep:ired to 
mnrch, I recei vcd nn express fi:.om Col. Coswell, infom1ing, that the Torie3 
hnd ruised n !Int which bod b~en sunk in Illuck Rirer ubout fii-o milcj nborn 
)lim, nn'd by erecting ,, Bridge bud passed it with their whole Army. I 
then determined ns the Inst expedient, to proceed immedintrly in lloats 
down the North-\V est RiYer to Dollerson's Londiugabout sixty mileo, and to 
take possession of Moore's Creek Bridge, about ten miles from thence, at 
the snmc time ncquninting Col. Cnswell of my intentions, and recommend• 
ing to him, to retrcnt to 1,loore's Creek Bridge if possible, but if not, to 
follow on in their rear. The next doy ~4 o'clock, we arrived at Dollert!on'a 
Landing, but ns we could not possibly march tbnt night, for w1mt of Hort!es 
for the A.rtillcry, I despatched nn express to Moore's Creek Bridge, to lc1rn 
th11 situation of affairs there, nnd was informed that Col. Lillington, who 
had the dny before token his stand nt the Bridge, was Hint afternqon re­
inforced by Col. Coswell, and thnt they hnd rnised n sm:ill breast-work, and 
destroyed n. part of the Bridge. The next morning the 2;th, at break of 
day, an nlarm gun was fired, immediately after which, scarce nllowing our 
people n. moment to prepare, the Tory .Army with Capt. McCloud nt their 
bead, made their o.ttack on Col. Caswell nnd Col. Lillington, nnd finding n 
small intrenchment next the Bridge, on our side, empty, concluded that our 
people hnd abnndoned their post, nnd in tho most furious munner udran­
ced within thirty paces of our Breast-work nnd Artillery, where they met n 
'l"Ol'J" proper rccepti<~n. Capt. lllcCloud nnd Capt. Campbell fell within a 
fow paces of the Breastwork, 1be-former of whom rcceired 1111\Tllnli of 
twenty balls through his body, nnd in n Yery few minutes, their whole 
Army was put to the flight, and most sbnmefully abandoned their Geom!, 
who was next dny token •prisoner. The loss or the cnem)· in this action, 
from the best accounts we hnYe been nble to learn, is ubout thirty killed und 
wounded, but ns numbers of them must have fallen into the Creek, besides 

• many more that were carried off, I suppose their loss runy lie estimateu nt 
about fifty. We hnd only two wounded, one of which died this day. Thus 
sir I have the pleasure to idform you, ·bn~ most happily tem1iontcd a rery 
dangerous insurrection, nnd will I trust put nn cffectunl check to To~·ism 
in this Country. 

The situation of affairs, at this pince, made it necem ry for me to return 
bore, which at the special request of tho Committee, I did last night, with 
iny Regiment. The lnrge requisitions made by the Men-of-War, who now 
lie just below the Town, g:t'l"e the inhnbitaut~ reason to npprcbcnd erery 
thing thnt could be suffered from their disappoint~~\ renircancc. lloweYcr 
the Committee bnve most spiritedly determined, rather to sull"cr lhe worst 
or humnn evils, tbuu afford them uny supplies at all; nod I hare no doubt 
we shall be able to preYent them from doing onr great injury. 
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In order to ovoid, 11s 'much ns possible, tho heavy expense uu11voidably 
incurred by this expedition, I some time ngo directed Col. Mnrtin to dis­
band nil the Troops under his command except one thousand, including the 
Regulars, and with those to secure t!Je persons and Estates of the Insur­
gents, subject to your further Orders, and then to proceed to this pince, 
unless othenvise directed; however ns I do npt think .the service just now 
requires such a number of men in arms, I shall immediately direct him to 
disband nil except the Regulurs, and with those to remain in and about 
Cross-Creek until further Orders. 

I t:ikc tho liberty, Sir, of mentioning, thut as the time is nearly 11rrh·­
cd, nt which ,rn nrc directed to re-enlist our men, of whom I fear we shall 
keep but very few, aml ns we hove reason to expect the Landing of J\Iinis­
terinl Troops in this Country, we shall he left in u very defenceless situ:i­
tion, unless timely prevented by the wisdom of your Councils. · The service 
for some time pust hns required the nttendnncc of nil our Officers, nnd bus 
pre,entcd recruiting parties going out, however no time shnll be lost ns 
soon ils they cnn be spared. 

Mr. Fnrquhnr Campbell, who is suspected ofhnving neted 11 part unfriend­
ly to the Liberties of AmericCL in the lnte insurrection, attends you for his 
triul. Inclosed is 11 Deposition relative thereto, it might ulso not be amiss 
to call on Gen'! McDonald, who I nm told will give some information. 

Agreeable to nn Order of the 111st Council for reducing one of the Cuptoins 
of our Regiment, I caused 11 General Court J\Iurtinl to be held, who on com­
paring the returns of tho dilfereut Captains, found Cnptniu Dockett to be 
the youngest, nnd bnve accordingly determined· tbnt ho be reduced. 

I bnvc the Honour to be, Sir, 
Y.our most Obedient 

And ·very Humble Servnnt. 
JA. MOORE. 

P. S. I nni nt present so much· engaged that I cannot possibly send 11 
Return ofmy Regiment) but will forwnrd it in 11 few dnfs. 

The 1Ion'blo the P-rcsident of the Provincint' Council. ( -

COLOXEL CASWELL TO NORTII-CAROI,ll/A CONGRESS. 

Camp at Lo11(f-Creek, February 29, 1776. 
Sir: I bnve the pleasure to ncquuint you that we hnd nu engagement 

" ·ith the Tories, nt Widow Moord'~ · Creek Bridge, on the 27th current. Our 
army wns ubout one thousand /!trong, consisting of the NewBerne Bnttnlion 
of Minute-men, the Miliiin from Omrnz, Jol111_xw11, Dobos, nnd JJTake, und a 
detachment of the Wilmington Bnttnlion of Minute-men, which we found 
rncampcd nt Moore', Creek the night before the bottle, under the commnnd 
of Colonel Lilli11:1w11. Tho Tories, by common report, were three thousand; 

ut General .Mcl)o,wW, whom wo have 11 prisoner, soys there were nbout 



fifteen or sixteen hundred. He wns unwell that dnr nnd not in the bn\tle. 
Captain McLeod, who seemed to be the principal co;~munJer, with Cuptnin 
Joh1t Campbel/., nre nmong the slain. 

The number killed nnd mortnlly wounded; from the best nccounts I WM 

nblo to collect., wns nbout thirty; most of them wero shot on passing the 
bridge. Several hnd fallen into the waler, some of wliom, I llill pretty 
certnin, hnd not risen yeslerdny O'l'ening when I left the camp. Such' 
prisoners 1LS we have made, S:!Y there were nt least fifty of tbeirmcn miEsing. 

The Tories were to!ully put to the rout, nnd will certainly disperse. 
Colonel Moore arrived nt our cnrnp n few hours nflcr the engngcmcnt wa! 
o,·er. His troops came up that e'l"cning, and arc now ~nenmped on the 
ground where the bnttle wns fought. And Colonel .Marti11 is at or near 
Cross-Greek, with n lnrge body of men. Those, I presume, will be suffi­
ci~nt elfcctunlly to put n stop to nny nttcmpt to embody ngnin. I therefore, 
with Colonel Moore's consent, nm returning to Ne1cBm1e, with the troops 
µuder .my com.mnnd, where I hope to receive your orders to dismiss them. 
There I intend currying the General. If the Council should rise before my 
nrrivnl, be pleased to give order in wbnt manner he sbnll be disposed of. 
Our o!licers nnd men behn'l'ed with the spirit and intrepidity becoming fre<-" 
men, con~ending for their dearest pri'l"ilegea. 

R1cn.rnn CASWELL, 

To the Ron. Cornelius HarneU, President of the Pro'l"incial Congress of 
North- Carolina. 

' DOl!ALD llC D0:SALD, ESQ., LATELY CREATED DRIGADll:R·GE);ERAL IN TUI TORI' 

AllllY DY GOVF.Iu'iOUR l!ARTC!, TO DRIGADIER•GE!l'.EIIAL IIOORE, 

Hcad-Quarlm, February 19, liH, 

Si1·: I hcrewi.th send the bearer, Donald .Morrison; by ad.ice of the Com• 
missioners appointed by his Excellency Jwiah .Martin, nnd in behalf of tbe 
Army now under. my commend to propose terms to you Ill friends 00d 

countrymen. I must suppose y~u unacquainted with tile Govern~r's Pro<-" 
lnmntion, commnnding nil his Majesty's loyal subjects lo rcp:ur to t~c 
King's royal stondord, else I should ba'l"e imngincd yon ,rould, e~ tbaei 
l1a,e Joined the King's Army, now engoged in his llajesty's scmce, 
110,e therefore thought it proper to intimllle to you, that, in case Y0? do not, 
by twelve o'clock to-morrow, join the Royal standard, I must consider ~ou 
os enemies, nnd tnke the necessnry steps for the support of l~gnl au~borit~. 

• I beg leave to remind yon or his lfojesly'a speech to bas Parliamen • 
wherein he offers to recei'l'e the misled with tenderness and mercy, from 
motins of humanity. I ngnin be"' of you to accept the proffered c~emen­
cy. I make no doubt but you "-ill show tho geutleman sent on this me&­
snge e.ery possible cinlity; nnd you may depend, in return, that 1111 your 

• 
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officers and men which mny foll into our hnnds, shall bo !rented with nn 
equal degree of respect. 

I lrnve the honor to be, in bchnlf of the Army, sir, your most obedient 
humble scrvnnt, DoN.U.D McDONALD. 
To tho Commnncling Officer nt Ro'ckjisl,. 

Y. S. His Excellency's Proclnmntion is herewith enclosecl. 

DRIGADIER·GE:-iE RAL )IOORl!'S ANSWER. 

· Camp at Rock.Ji.sh-, Februnry rn, 1776. 
Si-r: Yours of this dny I hn,•e received; in nnsl\·er to which I must in­

form you, thnt tho terms which you nro pleased to sny, in behnlfofth,P Army 
under your commnud, nre offered to us as friends nnd countrymen, nre 
such ns neither my duty or inclinnlions will permit mo to accept, nnd which 
I must presume you too much of nn officer to expect of me. You were 
very right when you supposed me unncquninted with the GoYernour 's Proc­
lamation; but ns the terms therein proposed nre such ns I hold ineompnt­
iblo ";n1 the freedom of .Americans, it cnn be no rule of conduct for me. 
Ilowevcr, should I not hear further from you before tweh•e o'clock to­
morrow, by which time I shall hnve nn opportunity of consulting my 
officers here, nnd pcrhnps Colonel .ilfarti11, who is in the neigh!iorhood of 
Crosx-Creek, you mny expect a more pnrticulnr onswcr; menn time you 
mny be nssured tbnt tho feelings of humanity will induce me to show tbnt 
ch·ility to such of your people ns mny full into our hnnds, ns I nm desirous 
should be obseri-cd towards those of ours, who mny be unfortunnte enough 
to full into yours. 

I nm, sir, your most obedient nnd very humble servant, 
JA)IES MooRE. 

DRIGADIER,GEl!ERAL )IOORB TO DIIIGADIBR-OE?mRAL :UC DOl!.Un. 

Camp at Rocl-Jial,, February 20, 1776 • . 
Sir: Agrccnblo to my promise of yesterday, I hnve consultecl the ollicers 

under my l'ommnnd, respecting your letter, ond nm hnppy in finding them 
unanimous iu opinion with me. ,v e consider ourselves engaged in a cause 
the most glorious and honourable in the world, the defence of the liberties 
of mankind, in support of which we ore determined to hnznrd every thing 
denr nnd ynJ.unble; ond in tenderness to the deluded people under your 
command, permit me, sir, through you, to inform them, before it is too 
!all', of the dangerous nnd destructive precipice on which they stnnd, nnd · 
to !'{'mind U1em of the ungrateful return they nre nbout to mnko for their 
farnurnblc reception in this country. If this is not sufficient to·recnll them 
1o the duty which they owe to themselves nnd their posterity, inform them 
that they nrc engaged in a cuuso in which they cannot succeed, ns not only 

• 
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the whole force of this country, _but that of our neighboring Pro,inces, is 
exerting nnd now nchinlly in motion to suppress them, and which must end 
in their utter destruction. Desirous, howercr, of nYoiding the cilusion of 
human blood, I hnve thought proper to send you a copy of the Test recom­
mended by the Contincotnl Congress, which, if they will yet subscribe and 
lay down their nrms, by twelve o'clock to-morrow, we arc willing to rcceh·e 
the~ ns friends nod countrymen. Should this offer be rejected, I shall 
consider them ns enemies to the conslitutionnl liberties of .Am,riro and 
trent them nccordingly. ' 

I cannot conclude without reminding you, sir, of the oath which you 
and some of your officers took nt N£10 Bm1e, on your arri.nl to tbis country, 
which l .imngioe you will find difficult to reconcile to your present conduct. 
I bnve no doubt tbnt the bearer, Cnptuin Jame, Walker, will be treated 
with proper civility nnd respect in your camp. 1 

I n'm, sir, your most obedient nnd ,ery humble scnnnt, 
J. )IOORE, 

DlllOADIER·GESEllAL l1C DOSALD TO BRIGADIER-GESERAL 11oon1. 
Hwd-Q11arlera, February 20, li~6 . 

Sir: I received your fo:i-or by Captain Jam£A lfalhi·, nnd ob~ r.cd you 
declared sentiments of re,olt, hostility, and rebellion lo the King, and to 
wbnt I understand to be the Constitution of this country. If I om mista­
ken, future consequences must delennioe; but while I continue in my pre­
sent sentiments, I shall consider myself cmbarkl>d inn c:iuse which must, 
in its consequences, extricate Ibis co11nlryfromanarchy uud licentiousnes~. 
I cannot conceive tbnt the Scots Emigrants, to whom I imngiuc you nllude, cno 
be under greater obligations to this couotrr than to that King uuder wb~e 
grncious nod merciful Government they alone contd haro b~n enabled to 
,·isit this Western region: nnd I trust, sir, it is in the womb of time to 
say, tbnt they nre not tbnt deluded nod ungrateful people which yuu would 
represent them to be. As n solder in• bis llnjesty's ser.ice, I mnst inform 
you, if you ure yet to lC'arn, that it is my duty to conquer, if I cannot re• 
c\nim nil those who mn, be bnrdy enough to tuke 11p 11rms against the best 

· • of mnsters, ns of King;. . 
I hnve t• honour to be, in behalf of the Army under my command, ~1r, 

your most obedient ser-.ant, 

To Jumes Moore, Esq. 
Doi.1LD :McDoi..u.D. 
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[F. Page 132.J 
Samuel Bryan, Jolin Hampton, Nicholas White, 

the first a Colonel, the second Lieutenant-Colonel, and 
the last a Captain of this regiment of Tories, returned 
to the forks of the Yadkin, about the time that Major 
Craig evacuated Wilmington in the autumn of 1781. 
They were severally arresfed and tried for High-Trea­
son, under the Act of 1777, Chap. III., entitled "An 
Act for declaring what Crimes and Practices against 
the State shall be Treason," &c. Judges Spencer and 
Williams presided. The prosecution was conducted 
by the Attorney General, Alfred Moore, and the de­
fence by Richard Henderson,1 John Penn,• John 
Kinchen and William R. Davie. 

Public indignation was so highly excited that Gov­
ernor Burke found it necessary after the trial, to pro­
tect the prisoners from violence by a military guard. 
Davie, the youngest of the counsel for the defence, 
whose cavalry at Hanging Rock, August 6th 1780, 
11ad well nigh annihilat_ed Bryan's regiment, found a 
fitting opportunity on the trial, for the display of 
courage in the forum, which won for him a more en: , 
,iable distinction than the most brilliant of his achieve- . 
meuts in-the field. The Attorney General, in after 
times, an associate Justice of the Supreme Court ot: 
the United States, was a gentleman of emi• nt abil­
ity and attainments. Ile had rendered efficient mil-

1 A Judge nt the close of the Roynl Government-, the founder nod Gov­
ernor of Tr-.inNylvuuin, nnd fothcr of the Into eminent Chief Justice, Leonard 
llc111lcrson. 

• ~iguer of the Dcclurution of Independence. 
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itary services, and sacrificed a fortune in the defence 
: of the country and was deservedly a great public fa. 
vorite. Davie was probably the only advocate in 
attendance upon the court, who could haYe command­
ed a patient hearing in such a community, in reply 
to such an opponent; and in behalf of such client~. 
I-lis gallant resistance at Charlotte at the heail of one 
hundred me~ of the entire army of Lord Cornwalli~, 
has been referred to by General Jackson, as one of 
the most brilliant e:-..--ploits of the Revolutiounry W ar.1 

1 ::iiorc of revolutionnry scenes hns been described thnu would olhcrwiSf 
hnve been necessary, to shew the ruililnry school in which Geuernl Jnck• 
50n wns educated. In the chieftains, by whom he was surrounded, the 
virtues of patriotism, disinterestedness, caution, cnte11irise am! courngc, 
exhibited themselves iu the highest perfection. As milit~· leaders, Ma­
rion wns particularly distinguished for entcrpri$e, Yigiltmcc und courngc; 
Sumter wns his equal in enterprise und coumge, but hatl less circumspec­
tion ; Davie, who was generally the leader of the Wuxlufw settlers, nppears 
lo have united the virtues of the two. Perhaps in no instnuce, where the 
chief command was in him, did he foil to accomplish the object he uudcl" 
took. His intelligence wus nccurote; his plans judicious, nnd kept pro­
foundly secret; his movements rapid; his blows sudden u.i the lightning, 
and his disnppeurance almost ns quick. To pursue him wns usclc, s, nnd it 
wu.s seldom or ne,·er attempted. Ile frcqueutly do.red, with n handful of 
men, to face an army; and ~-e have seen, by his cucouutcrwith tho llritiijb 
van at Charlotte, thnt he 1..-new how to strike terror into nn enemy he wa& 

• not strong enough to conquer.-K, ndaZ's Life ,f Juck.011, chap. 4, § 1. 
On the 25th of September, 17S0, Lord Comwnllis, haYing been joined bJ 

Tnrleton's force, resumed bis mnrcb for Charlotte. The p:irty of Colonel 
Unvic, scarcely two hundred strong, wns now joined by n thousand badly• 
armed North Carolina militia, commanded by Gcncr--.ils ' umner nod David­
son, and the chief command devolved on Sumner. Being informed of 
Cornwullis's movement, Sumner retired on the direct road to Salisbury, 
leaving Davie with bis command, re-inforced by n fow "rolunll'('rs, lo ob• 
1erve nnd emburrnss the enemy's mnrch. Little could be done by so small 
11 force, and ubout midnight, on the !!5th of September, DnYie nrrived in 
Charlotte. Without the least hope of uny other result thnn to restrain the 
r.m1gee of the enemy by shewing how ullSllfo il would bd to send out amalJ 

15 
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His defence of Colonel Br.yan, in the argument made 
to the jury upon ibis occasion, was an exhibHion of 
equal courage and equal ability in a different field. 
He was unsuccessful in both instances, but he retired 
from each with an established reputation. For years 
~ereafter, his services were required, in all capital 

parties in that region, he determined to gi~c bnt'tle to the llritish rnn .on 
its entering the villnge. •],faking his dispositions with a view to fight and 
retrent, he three times repulsed the charge_s of Tarlcton's drugoons, killing 
hvelve non-commissioned officers and privates, and wounding Major Hnnger, 
who commanded them, with two other officers and mnny privates, nod the11 
drew oil; ";t11 tho loss of six killed and thirteen wounded.-Ib., .chnp. 11, § 4. 
· Charlotte wns taken possession of, nfter n sligh ~ resistance from the mili­
tia, towards the end of September. At this period 1,lnjor Hnngcr .com- · 
mantled the legion, Colonel Tarleton being ill. In the centre of Churlotte 
intersecting the two principnl streets, stood n lnrgc brick !mild ing, .tho 
upper part being the court-house, and tho under purt .the market-house. 
Dehind the shambles a few Americans on horsebnckhndpfoccd thcms~lvcs. 
Tho legion was ordfrcd to drive them off; but, upon rccci\;ug a fire from 
behind the stalls, this corps foll .buck. Lord Cornwulls rode up in .person, 
nnd mnde use of these words:-Legion, remember yon have c¥cry..t!1ing t.o 
lose, hut nothing t9 gain;" alluding, ns was .supposed, . to tho former rcfu­
tu1ioo of this corps. Webster's hrigndo moYcd on nnd drove tho .Ameri­
c:ios from behind the court-house; tho legion then pursued them; , ·bJlt.. the 
whole llritish nrmy wns uctunlly kept ut buy, for some minutes, by . 11,fow 
mounted Americans, not exceeding twiinty in number.-St.-dman's ~4.mrri­
,,m War, ¥ol. ii, p. 216. 

Dn¥io's nccount of this afi"nir, which we copy. from his nuto-hiogrnphiccl 
sketches in manuscript, is as follows:-

" Chnrlotlc, situated on n rising ground, cootuios . nhout twenty.J10116eS, 
huilt on two streets which cross euch other nt right .nngles, .at th.c intersec­
tion of which stands tho court-house. Tho left of-tho town, ns tho enemy 
lldrnnced, wns no open common on- the woods, which reached up to the 
g-J.rdeus of the villnge. With this small force, 'l"iz: one hundred and . . fifiy 
carnlry and mounted infantry, nod .fonrleoo volunteers under Mnjor .G ra 
hnm, ])u'l"io determined to gh·o his Lordship n foretnste of whnt he, mig h 
D..J;pcct in !forth Cnrolion. For this purpose he .dismounted ono comr.uuy, 
and posted it unc',r the court-house where the men were covered .breast 
high by u stone wull. -Two othor compllllics were 11dvnnccd 11bout .cigh1,1 
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<;n.ses, and as a ~riminal lawyer he had no rival in 
the State. 

N otwithstauding the torrent of prejudices which 
,ovCI:whelmed .the prisoners, we h~ve safafnctory evi-

• ,den~c, that in all the 1·elations of private life, they 
were estimable men. Col~nel Bryan especially was 

.J~ds, nnd poste1 behind some houses nnd in gnrdeos on ench side of the 
-street. While this disposition was mnking, the Legion wns forming at the 
,:J.istnncc of three .hundred ynl'ds, with n front to fill the street, nnd the light 
infnn.try on their flnuks. O_n sounding the chnrgo the.cnrnlry ndvnnced at 
foll gallop within sixty yards of the court-house, where they rooch·t'd the 
American fire, nncl .retreated with great precipitation. · 

As the infantry <:ontinued to ndrnn_cc, notwithstanding tl1e fire of our 
~dvnnced-<:ompnnies, who were too few to keep them in chock, it becamenc­
•cessnry to wilhdrnw them from the cross-street, nnd form them in line 1rith 
the troops nnder the <:curl-house. The flnnks wero still ·cn_gnged with tho 
fofnntry, •but the centre were <lirectod to reserve the,ir fire for the cnrnlry, 
v.:ho rnllied on their former ground nnd returned to the cbnrge. They 
were ng11in well reccircd b~ the militin nnd gnllo11ed offin_gw;tconfusion, 
~n presence of the whole British nrmy. As the.British infantry were now 
'be_ginnin_g to turn Col DnYic's right 0~nk, these compnnics were drnITT1 off 
in go~a o_rder, success!vely co;crin_g c:icb o_ther, nnd fonnod nt the end of 
t1ie street nbout one hundred ynr<ls from the court-house, under n gulling 
fire from the British light-infantry, who had ndrnnced under COHr of the 
!houses nnd gnrdens. The ~itish cnvnlry ngaiil nppenred, chnrgiug in col­
umn :by tbc court-house, but upon receiving n fire, which hnd been rcserr­
® for fuem, they ngnin scnmpered off. L:ird Cornwnllis, in his ,e.lation, 
at tbe,repented miscnrringe of his cnnlry, _openly nbused th.cir cownrdioe. 

' '',['he !Legion, reinforced by. fue infantry, pressed forwnrd on ~ur ftnnks, nnd 
_ llie •ground wns no longer tennble by this hnndfull of brnre 1!1en. 

A Tetrcnt wns ordered OU the Snlishury rond, nnd the enemy followed 
:with grent caution nnd respect for some miles, when they 1·entured to 
, cbnrge the renr gnnrc1! • . The gunrds W!'l'e of course put to Oigb~ hut on 
· rereiving the fire of n singfo company, Ibey retrented. Our loss consisted 
of L~utennnt Lock nnd four pril-utes killed, nnd llijor Grnhnm nod five 
privates wounded. T~e Bri\ish stnt~d their loss nl 11~~,e non:OOmmis­
eioned olliccrs nnd pr1vntes 11nd lfuJor Hanger, Cnptmos Campbell ~ud 

.·.McDo~uld nnd thirty prh-ntes ".,;unded. . . 
·'· ·This net ion, nitho~gb it.subjects Colone1D11.ie to tho charge of temerity, 
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esteemed a man of indomitable 6ourage, of candoui· 
and sincerity, remarkably honest in his dealings, and 
friendly in his disposition. "He refused to take the 
oath of allegiance to the State, from principle, think­
ing himself bound, having heretofore sworn allegiance 
to George the Third, lling of England." It will be 
perceived that on the trial, scorning all concealment, 
he admitted, his, "uniform and active attachment to 
the interest of his Britanic Majesty, whom he consid­
ered his liege sovereign, and averred that be knew 
no protection from, nor ever acknowledged any alle­
giance to the State of North Carolina. 

Hampteln was a native of the county of Granville, 
, and l'emoved to Rowan in 177 4. He had al ways main­

tained a fair character, and was after bis conviction, 
the object of deep sympathy, among many of the 
most respectable men in both counties. 

Of Nicholas White less is known, than of his su­
perior officers, and what is known, is less favorable, 
especially _in relation to kindliness of disposition. 

They were all convicted, had sentence of death, 

\ 

only to be excused by the event, 11nd II zenl which WQ ore nlwnys rendy to , 
applnud, furnishes II striking instnnce of the brnvery ond importance of 
tho America? militia. Few iµstnnces con be shewn, where ony troops who 
in one nctioo, chnogcd their position twice in good order, 11lthough pressed 
by superior force, 11nd chnrgcd three times by cnmlry, thrice their own 
number, unsupported, in presence of nn enemy's whole urmy, nnd fioolly 
retrenting in perfect order. u 

The llritish Legion rcpronchcd with their shnmeful retrent, before so 
sn1all detnchment ofmilitin excused themselves by snying tbnt tho confi• 
dcncc with which tho Americans bclmved induced them to npprehend nnd 
ambuscade. Surely no m11namvrc of this kind could be seriously apprehend­
ed in nn open Tillage nnd ot mid-day." 
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. were pardoned and subsequently exchanged for .Amer­
ican officers of e,qual rank, who were at the time con­
finecl within the British lines. Governor Burke pro­
posed to exchange Colonel Bryan, for Colonel Wil­
liam Washington, who was made prisoner at Eut~w, 
on the 8th September, 1781, but whether the over­
ture was accepted, we have not been able to ascertain. 

The following statement by the J uclges of the facts, 
proved ~1pon the trial :-the argument of the counsel 
to the court, upon the questions of law, which arose 
in the case; and the letter of Governor Burke to 
General Greene, in relation to the pa.rdon and ex-

- change of the prisoners, wi11 serve to illustrate much 
more clearly, than any abridgement or histori:al ~~m­
mary, which we could present, the military, Judicial, 
and executive annals to which they relate. _ 1:hey:are 
therefore exhibited literally_ and without d1mmuhon. 

JuDIClAllY REPOllT OP Tll& JUDGES llE-;:-A.TIVE TO TUB Pu1SO~'ERS coNDtUSJlll 

• AT Su1suunY. 
April 5th, 1762. 

A S \
. . • S I ll•"an~ Johtt 

t n ISbury Superior Court, Murch Term, 1182, 1mue .'' lli b-
Humpton nnd Nicholas White were indicted, tried ond fouud Gmlly of g 

Trenson, nnd nccordingly were condemned. . t were th• 
The several Chnrges laid in the se,ernl Bills of Iodichnen 

same, to-wit: 
The Taking n Commission from the King of Gl'C!lt Ilrilnin. ( 
The Levying Wnr ngainst this State, nnd the Gonruin~nt 

th
e~o · d bJ 

The .Aiding nnd Assisting tbe Enemy, by joining their ,\rmy, un 

enlisting nn~ procuring _others to enlis~ for th~t Purpos\ination, Plot and 
The formmg nnd bemg concerned m formmg a Com f i reig,i 

Conspir-.icy for betraying this State into the Hnnds and Power 
O 

a 
0 

Enemy, to wit: the King of Great Britain. . th t Purpose. 
And the giving Intelligence to the Enemies ofthisStnle for 

3 
d to th• 

From the Evidence ndduced on the Part of the Slate, it appcare II tec1 
Court, that in the Summer of the year 1760, a BodJ of }[en were co ec 
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in the County of Rownn, with nn nvowcd Desig11 of rech1cing the Stntc of 
N.orlh Carolina to the Obedience and Domination of the King of G(cat 
Britain, that the snid Dody of?ifcn were hendca' by the snid Samuel Drya~fr 
whom they cnlled thci~ Colonel, thnt he nctcd ns such, that the said ' Men' 
were chiefly armed, and marched under the command of tho said Samuel 
Drynnt, in W nrlike .Array through n p'nrt of f!1e County of Rowan, through 
tl1c Counties of Montgomery nnd Richmond to the Ford of the Grassy 
Islands on Pedee Rh·cr, ti.int t_bc Number of the-said Ilotfy of Men was in­
crcnscd on their l\[nrch to thnt Pince, to about si:ror se,•cn Hundred. Thnt 
on their JlfarcJ1 they took a number of Prisoners, good nod faithful Citizens 
nod subjects of this Stntc, whom tlicy hid nl)d confined by the Orders of 
the said Samuel Bryant, put them under Guard: and marched with them, 
that they crossed the Pcdec at the said Ford, and' were joined by about 25 
British Drngoons belonging to the 71st Rcgimcmt, about 4 miles from .Ar.­
son Court House then occupied ns a British' Post, by a Pnrty of the snn1e 
Regiment, that from · thC'llcc tho said Snmuel Bryant corresponded with, 
and gnvo Intelligeuce to a ~Injor McArthur, then at tfle snid Court Houser 
nod commnn_ding such Part of the snid Regiment ns were posted there nnd 
nt the Cheraws. That tho said }[ojor .McArthur nnd tho said Bryunt hnd 
nu Interview nt the s:1id Court House, near to wfiich the said MnjorMcAr­
thur revie1l'cd the said Brynnt's Mon, whom the snid Bryant had previous Iv 
drown up in a Hollow Squnrc for that Purpose, tont the.said llfujor McA;­
thur biguly_approvecl of them, nud ~he Conduct of tho snid Bryant, tlmt tl 
Council 1rns then Ca!Jed, composed of the British and Bryant's Officei·s. 
That the said Bryant was by tho said British, n~ well as t_l1c snid llfen nuder 
his Commnnd, cnllcd and esteemed n Colonel, and tho said Hampton n 
Lieut. Colonel, thnt the snid Brynrit nncl Hampton respectively gave mili­
tary Orders ns such, which were obeyed !Jy the Men under their Command, 
lhat from· thoace the said Brynnt, nflcr scvcml 1ifnnreuvres nnd Counter­
Marches in the County of Anson, mnrchcil his Men to _Th

0

0mJJson's Creek, 
where be left them under the Command of the nbovesnit1 Jolm H11mpton~ 
and went. to Camden, then II Post in I'ossession of tlie British, nud lo 1vhicb 
Place the suid Bryant procured such · of his Prisoners to be conv·oyed, 
as be bad not previously pnrollcd, or inlistcd i_nto h!s Oorp_s, where such 
Prisoners were confined in the British Prorns, thnt two of the silid Prisor:-
rrs bad been previously inlist~cl into the s~id C:orps, Thnt nfler tho B'nttlo 
of the Htlllgiug-Rock, w!1cr(\ it wns sn\d the said Bryant, and his. Corp~ were 
engaged, nnd whcro. ho Jost a considemble l'nrt of bis :r.ten, be mnrclicd 
about two hundred nnd fifty of them into Camden. ~t did notnppeur in Ev­
idence lo the Court, thnt the snid Bryunt bud quitted the Dritish service, 
till about the time of the E~ucuation of Wilmington. , . ' . 

John llumptoo above mentioned, when first.sent for to the said ,Bryant'11 
Camp, refused to go, saying that be thoughf be could or would not go. 
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lfot on tho second or third npplicntion went thither nnd took upon him the 
Command of n Lieut. Colonel, mnrcljed with the said Corps, Silt in Council, 
n'Ctcd ns n member thereof, nnd in the nbseuee of the snid Bryant, gnvo 
Orders which the 1,Icn of the said Corps receh·cd nnd obeyed, ns from their 
Officer nuthorizcd to commnnd them, nnd while encamped nt Thompson's 
Creek nforesaid, ndministered an Oath of Allegioucc to one ~Inn, to be loyal 
and• faithful to the British King ·und GoYcrnment, nud nt nil such times 
when he bad the Commnud of the .snid Corps, kepi , his Prisoners lied nnd 
confined ns the snid Bryant hnd done. 

Nich~l;s White ubovc mentioned, bore the title of Cnptnin nnd led into 
Urn s11id Brynnt's Camp nu Hundred Men or upwards, who composed n port 
of·the said Corps, and OYer whom he continued os their Cuptnin, nnd when it 
came by Rotation to his time to take the chnrge of the Prisoners, he seemecl 
tJ be more vigorous thnn nny of the other Officers of th11t Corps, ulwny, 
tying the ·Prisoners closer, using more menncing lnngnugo to them, nnd 
disco,·ering n remnrkable ncti,ity nnd nlertness in lh~ seniee he wns then 
cngnged in. 

The prirnte Moral Chnracters of these Men, especially Brynut nod 
Hnmplon, nppenrcd ris follows, tbnt they were generally considered ns ,cry 

• honest :Men, nor did it nppenr to the Court thnt I hoy had on their ~lnrch 
through n considerable Pnry of this State, or elsewl1ere, committed any 
violences more thnn nny other Army would bn,e done in similar Circmr.• 

1 tnnces, in supplying themselves with Arms, Ammunition, Provision8, 
Horses, &:~., there being no Proof of their hunng been guilly of any }fur• 
ders, Honse-burning, or Phmdering, except ns nborn lllentioned for th, 
1mpport of their Army. 

The above, to the best, of our Recollection, is II true state of the E\·idenCI) 
11o far ns ,ve conceirnd it related to tho Trial of the aboYe weutioued. Pri!r 
oner~. 

Certified under our Hands the Jib Dny of'April, 178~. 

State 
t'S 

Samuel Brynn 

SA)l'L S1,'E~CER. 
J~O. WILLI,UIS. 

The prisoner wns brought to the Bnr nnd charged 1Yilh o,ery spccill!I of 
Iligh-Treason de3cribed b)" the Act of Assembly. 

The uttorney for the Stnto then introduced n cerl11in Oblldinh Smith lo 
prove his residing in the State since the pr~singof tho Trcnson Lnw in 17ii. 

Que.,tioned by (he .AUorn,y Gmual:-Do you not kno,v that Colonel 
Bry:m, the prisoner ~ the Bar, resided within tho S~\c of North C11tOlina 
since the year 17i6. 
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..d11,$Wcred:-I do not know tbnt he bns been o Residenter sinco tbnt 
time. ' 

AUorne!J General :- Did you not leo.rn in Cou'l'ersntion wit.h the prisonor 
thnt he had followed his Trude in the winter before ho raised his Rcgimenl 
within the Slate. 

A11swcred :- He said he hnd rondo some Snddlcs while he wns secreted, nnd 
tbnt ·though incog, he hnd seen several gentlemen ns they passed his plnnt­

. ation, nnd that we should not complain. He hnd sulfcred these nod mnny 
other hnrdships for his King. 

The Attorney General then introduced Colonel Adam Alexander, lfr. 
Sloan nnd many others to prom the o,•crt nets charged _in the Bill of In­
dictment; nnd:nncrward .l,fotthcw Lock, Esquire, to prove his nllcginncc . 

..dttorM!J Gc11cral:- Did not Colonel B rynn take the Onth of nllcgiun~ 
before you. 

A11swereJ :- I ndministered on 01Lth to him comprehending nllcgioncc to 
th~ country. 

Q11estio11cd, By Ilic co1111cilfµr f.110 prisoner :- At whnt time did you nd­
mlnister this oath? 

Answcrcd :- At the time of the Committee of snfety which wns in tho 
year 1776. 

Questioned :-Did you not compose tho oath yourself? 
A11swercd:-I did. 
The Attorney General then obsen •ed thnt the SC'l'cml ornrt nets ofTrcn-

1on luid in the Bill of Indictment were lognlly established nnd then rend 
the case of S!cphnnn Furrara de Gamu, 11ncl Emmanuel Lewis Tinnon, Port• 
uguese bom, who though nlicns were ind icted 1md ntt,1inted ofHigh-Trcnson 
for compussing the Death of Queen E liznbcth. 

The Council for the prisoner then proceeding to his defence, ndmitt~1i 
the facts of II uniform nnd active nt!uchment to the Interest of his Britunick 
lfojes ty whom the prisoner considered ns hi s leige Sovereign, but nverred 
that he knew no protection from nor ever acknowledged nny ullcginncc t.o 
the Stnto of North Curoli1in. 

They considered the Attorney Gencrnl;s Introduction of the above cn8"1 
as un admission that the prisoner stood on the footing of nn nlicn, tbnt he 
wniYcd the Testimony of Mr. Lock which wns indeed insufficient, nnd.resl.­
ed on the Testimony ofJi[r. Smith, tho :first witness, to support the Indict­
ment-on which the Council took tho following Distinctions: 

l ,•t. Thnt the case of tho Portuguese would not npply, they publieklJ 
rfoimetl untl enjoyed the protection of tho Lnws, nnd therefore owed n lo­
cal or tempornry nllcginncc; but the prisoner nt the Bnr while within the 
Stuto rcurninctl with thnt Degree of Secrecy necessnry to ensure the euc­
cc~~ ofu Military Entcrpriic, WU.'! unknown to our Laws, nnd could. nqt of, 
fond ns II Citiico ._ 
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'Jd. Tbnt the Testimony of Mr. Smiih docs not pro'l'e R residing,'withln 
the net of Assembly. · 

3d. Urged the case of Rcgim1ld Tucker n~ in point, concluding that whc1'9 
the Stute owed no protection lo the pri soner nor the prisoner allcgiuuce t.. 

the Stntc, the prisoner could not be a Truitor. · 
A true slate of the Cllie. 

RICHARD HE~DERSON, 
J. DUXN, 
JOHN KINCllEX, 
WILLI,rn R. D.\YIR. 

LETTER TO G6:-., Gn&&.,;, APRIL 9, 178~, 11EL.\TIVI, TO _DRYAliT AliD OTll&R.,­

Jfi/!.</>01'011!7/1 April ~th, 178~. 
])r Sir: Since my letter of tho ~8th Mnrch Inst I ha Ye got notice or !Ito 

'.l'rin.! of Samuel Brynn!, Joh!1 Ifamplon and Nicholas White fur lligh-Trei1-
eon, at the Superior court fo_r the district of S:1lisbury. 'l'he Testimony 11~ 

reported to me by the Judges brings them within the diRlinction which I 
Jnid down in th:it letter relnliYely lo such ns I should pardon and hold 
ready for exchnnge ns prisoners of wnr, that is lo s:iy, _such us should up• 
pear to me guil!y of no offence but bcuring nrms with the Enemy, nud 
acting ngreenbly to the cbnmcler of Soldiers. I h :ive reprie\'Cll them until 
the 10th of llny next in order to gi\'e time for learning whether the En& 
my 

0

will admit them ns their ollicers in the rank \hey pretend to uud io 
which it is pro'l"cd they acted, if you rccei,e such assurances aa will be sol• 
isfuctory to you, and will satisfy this Shitc that our ollicers, now prisouen 
of equal rank will be gi,cn in Exchange for them, they shall be pardoned 
BDd held ns- prisoners of war, but in that case, an order must In1111cdiutel7 
Issue for the remoYing their families within the Driti~h lines. This is n 

neccssnry but se,·cre conscqncucc of their being ndmittcd on the fooling o( 

prisoners of war, and I nssure you, sir, that no part of my duty, gives mu 
more sensible pain in the Eiccution than thi s, because I foresee it must in· 
valve wretched mothers nnd helpless infon\s in cruel wont ond distress, 

' 'l\'hich affects me the more, as I saw the miseroblc condilion of the r~fugcct 
on James' I sland. 

Samuel Dryant wns Col., John Ilumptou, L, Col., nnd Nichs. Whitt:, 

Cn.ptain. 

[G. Page 137 .] 
Lossing in his excellent Pictorial Field Book of the 

Revolution, a work which must soon be regarded ~ 
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an indispensable portion of every historical library, 
states that Gov. Martin "was with Cornwallis in 
Virginia as late as March 1781, when impaired 
health caused him to leave. Ile went to New-York, 
spent a part of the summer at Rockaway, on Long 
Island, and then sailed for England. He died in 
London in July 1786." 

Lossing jg generally remarkably accmate in tho 
statement of dates, as well as facts, but is obviously 
erroneous in this instance. Earl Cornwallis did not 
leave Wilmington until about the encl of April. On 
tire Hth of May he crossed the Mcherrin river in his 
march towards the Nottaway and of course took final 
lca,·e of North Carolina about the middle of the 
month. Sec Tarleton's history of the campaigns of 
J 780-'81, pp. 285-90. 

A pi-eceding note ventures the suggestion of a 
doubt whether Gov. Martin accompan..ied the Ead at 
all upon the departure of the latter from Wilmington. 
ff at the tin1e Gov. Burke was ordered into close con­
finement, Gov. Martin was in 1,Vilmirigton, with a 
competent force to maintain the royal aut.hority, rea­
sons may have existed, which it was not at the time 
considered politic to disclose, for considering the 
former a prisoner of State. 



[H. Page 143.J 
S . The following editorial nrticle is copied from " Tite 
. out!1 Carolina and American GC'neral Gazette," 

r;~~~shed at Charleston on the Dth of Febr1.iary. 

ft) "A North Cnrolinn correspondent, ,rho sign~ himself l'hilo-Gu11e 'in· t/~5 
~s 'I.hot the young Indies, of the best fomilie~ in Mecklenburg cnun• 

_ ;11
1
n r ort4 Carolina, have entered into n rnluntnry nssoriufion llrnt thc1 

'" not r · cc t th eceive the addresses of uny young gentlemen of thut pince, ex· 

0 p r e brt1Ye voluntccl'S, who chccrfully scrrcd in th~ cxpcdition to South 
,:~ro ina, und assisted in subduing the Scovclite insurgents. 1'hc ladic~ 
uc,n~or . . . . 
fh .0 0 Ptn1on, t!mt such persons ns lnz1ly stay bnskmg at home, when 

0 
unportnut culls of their country demund their militarr service abroad, tns t cci:tuiuly be destitute of that nobleness of sentiment .. th:1t brnrP, mnn• 

1{ ~pi~it, which qunlify the gentleman to bo 'the dcfionder o?d guardiun of 
_ie _fiur sex.' Our correspondent udds, '1'bis is the substance of the o~sr. • 

ci,i~tou, nnd we henr that the Indies in the adjacent rmmf,1· of Rowen, lrnvo 
~es1:cd a similar nssociotion to be drown up, and prrpan-d inunediatel.,· for 
signing." 

Thnt the :issociotion wns formed in Rowan is shown by tlie follmvin::­
•;mtrics the last on the r~cord now before m, of the rcsolrc.; of tl,c commit · le: nt, S:i!isbul'y, Rownn count_v, North_Coroliuo.' 
,u . )fay Sth, 17i6. A Jetter from o number of y~ung Indies in tli~ counl,,·, 

11 

1 ected t\> the chairman, requesting the opprubohon of the L'flUllllLtf cc toll 
Ulllber of resolutions enclosed, entered into onJ sigucJ by the sumo 

Joung ladies, being rend. 
R~olu J, Thai this committee present their cordinl thunk.~ to t~,e !<aiil 

~oung Indies for tio spirited a performnuce ; look up,,n thc~e re~oh1t1~n~ lo 
•6 sensible und pulih.• that they merit the honor ond ure wur:hy tho muta­

hon of e1·ery young ~dy in America. 
The committee adjoumed till committee in course. 

s.unm,. YOUNG,_ (},i' IJ . 
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A very interesting scgnel to this Asesociation of 
Mecklenburg Maidens is exhibited in the Journal of 
.T ohn Graham, brother of the late General Joseph 
Graham. He was au eminent member of the medi 
cal profession, a.nd a most estenrn.ble and useful citi­
~en. Ile died abont 1812, in South Carolina, ,vhere 
he settled early ~n life. l regret that the MS .. is not 
at present at my command, and that I can ~~fer to it 
only from memory. . 

.Among the teu thousand men who rushed frorn 
every portion of the State to defend o_nr maritime 
frontier, towards the close of Febmary, 1776, was a. 
company formed entirely of the students of Queen's 
College, the Southern cradle of Liberty. The princi­
ples of liberty involved in the Mecklenburg Resolvci-:, 
were the common topics of discussion, in the halls of 
this institution previous to their final adoption in 
l\foy of the preceding year. The .Association wai, 
probably formed in J annary 1776, and before tho encl 
of the following month, these chivalric youths were 
on the march· for the battle field. The proudest era. 
of the most heroic nation of ancient or modern 
times, can exhibit no more inspiring examples of pa­
triotism, than these scintillations of history disclose 
on the part of the sires, the sons, and the daughter:; 
of Mecklenburg. 

'l11e victory at Moore's Creek, intelligence of which 
11wt them nt Onmpbe1lton, rendered their campaign 
an<l their ,·acation a short . one. They returned 
promptly to the discl1arge of their collegiate clutie~. 
'l11c fin;t General Assembly which convened m1der 
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the constitution in 1777, obliterated all ensign$ of 
royalty. Queen's College was transformed into Liber­
ty Hall, and young Graham took his Bachelor's de­
gree,-near the close of the following year. Fora eop.r 
of l~s diploma: see Foote's Ilistorical Sketches, paga 
517. 
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Opinions of the Press: 
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Cl\rolirin in t!l'Crything in ,r_bh.h tl1r old 
I 
onrc, ·well 1 rint«t, nnd fillel\ wo tl1iok. 

Stnto uccds lmprmement.-N. C. A r~u e. "Ith i;ood rcc<l iuim,lter,-(' amd•n \~ 
.. THE' l'ot;t' prrFcnts quite n 111!:it r&J1lJr:,r,. ; t'.) ,1 o nr nal. 
at\rc, 1md its contents nro or n lii:;h 01·dtr. · W1u. pro,·e to IJc fir~t rntc In nny ~.,. 
._Villn.gcr. prirtrnent.-Pco'(llr~' )'rNi1'. 
· IT Is lumd,omely ~otlen up. nnd prom• 1 Wt: onJy wl,h ll lhnl '"°''"~ ,, hlo-h u 
IEcR to be n mefu\ literory por,er.-W et k• , L~o~ it 11ill tuerit.-Oltl N orl ~ ~t nt •· 
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Oun citizens ntccl not no" Fend tlu:~ir ry mr.r1t ut- thll • l'o~t. ,~,a i.-~ n111 ,n•1·i11h"l 
pioncy out of n,,~ Sb.le for · }'nmily ncw-f- l,y the ~oull1cru \)eop!~.-A iu ~· r. Me d1. 
Pt\flora.' Jrn"'in~ nne n~ home '""?rlhy of Jou r., 1: n~ 
t1,cir pl\tront1:;c nud suttcd to the1rw:mts. _Tmt!t 1..: Uw \'r,c. l {if r.ur (lWH ('it~·, 11i·in• 
-!>. C. St n.r. . , nmr.}aurrls with e1·cry 1;, \le.-0 luf!c, 

Pno~tSFS to C'Xt'rl n mo~l beneficb.11.n• • 1T l!t n ,·cry li:u1tl~Nne f:nni~y \ \l)'Ct .­
llu,mco upon the Jle<>ple of the ,Halt.- '. Wllnlin,ton f'omm crciul. 
{;orollnn l\cpubllcnn. I WEhore,furtbehouerofour~lote.ll1ot 

lT i,g,,. \nrgo nnd \rnnd't'mely r,rintl'd It "Ill lo su,taln,-d. -Wl\lllill~tou 
J>"Jler nml glTO, rromi, e of nn,rh u, cfuJ. Jo11rnnl. 
ue.•~ . ..'....Fnyettc,11\e Observer. \ A ,plemlid 1••ror Md m"'t ,uu .. J.--

1• ol1lhe<\ to 1u=«l.-l>lo11n\;.ln Greenoboruu~h l'nlriut. 
llannor. I 
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