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ince, at Winston-Salem, North Carolina, the hitherto unrecorded
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significance, for it obviously speaks more eloquently for itself than
could any advocate.
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Miss Adelaide L. Fries, custodian of the Moravian Archives at
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PrROCEEDINGS of the CoMMITTEE
for the Town of Newbern, and
County of Craven, May 31, 1775,

Circurar LETTER #0 theyfeveral CommiTTEES of this Province,

GENTLEMEN,
E herewith tranfmit you 2 Copy of the Proceedings of our Committee, hoping
they will meet with your Approbation, and that you will think it s in

thefe Times of general Danger, to adopt fomething of the like Nature for our

: common Safety and Defence. 'We think it neceffary, uﬁlon this Occafion, tb
inform you, that Aflociation Papers have been circulated through this County (fuppofed
under the Direction of the Governor, as they are in the Hand-Writing of his Private Si:rc-
tary) with a direét View to draw off the People from the Caufe of Li » and to create in
them Sulpicions and Jealoufies of all thofe who openly declare in Favour of Freedom.. Some
few véry ignorant People in this County were by the Artifice of our Enemies drawn in to
ﬁgh Aflociation ; but we have the Pleafure to acquaint you that they have been

fince convinced of their Error, with indignation tore off their Names, and now look with
Horror on the Trap that was laid for them. If any fuch Papers have been circulated in your

Counry, we doubt not they will, through your Vigilance, be cafily and fuddenly put a Stop
1'.--

We alfs tranfimit you a Letter from Charleflorwn Committee, which was fent to the feveral
Commit:ces in that Province, for the better Information of the People at large ; which ¢x-
plains and fets in a clear Light the real State and Nature of the prefent Difputes between
Grear-Britain and Anerica, in which this Province 1§ involved as well as the reft. It is, we
thiik, the Dury of the feveral Commuttees to informn the People of their Danger. We re-
main moft relpectfully, Gentlemten,

Your cbedient Servants, &

In tke COMMITTEE af Newsern, May 31, 1778.

“"' HERLEAS it appears by Letters from the Committees of Correfpondence in New

Yok and Pliladelphia, and by the Public Papers, that ajl Exportation to Qucbec,
Nova Seiva, Gergia, and Newfouraimd, or any Part of the filhing Ceaits or Iilands. is
iupended.

I.‘?yi-k'ea'. That the above Meafure be recommended by the Committee to the Merchants
and Gilpabirsnes of this Town and County and that from this Time no Provifions, or any
v "wer Neceiyries, be fent from this Port 1o tie Aruy or Navy at Baflon, unlefs otherwife di-
iecled br the Continental Congrels.

VVARRTAS having received certain Intellizence that a moft bloody and barbarous Aétion
hath laggly beci comuntted by the Army under General Gage on the Inhabitants near Boffon,
whiom they unmere.fully tell upon and murdered in cool Blood, and without Provocation, as
they marched through the Country, having no Regard to Age, Sex, or Infirmity; at the
1zme T'ime ravaging the Country, burning, deftroying, and laying all waite wherever they
¢ ine, uniil ar lenzih they were met hy a few Companies ot Provincials, who then thinking
1" niives st fied by all the Laws ot God and Nations, took up Arms in the immediate
Defunee o f their Laves, and by a manly Exertion of that brave Spirit which a good Caufe
newor tails to inip re, they, though greatly their Inferiors as to Numbers, providentially put
a Stop to their deflructive Carcer, and forced them to retreat with Precipitation and much
Luots, for nezr 20 Miles, to their fortified City of Bg/lon, which unhappy devoted Place the
Army now confider as their own Property, ingfen xclufion of the right Owners.—From
all winch it mazuteltly appeass that the Bri/h Minifiry mean no longer to receive the peacea-
Ble Addredies of the much injured People of Amcrica, on the Su::?'e@l of their invaded Rights;
but are determined, fince they will not voluntarily make a total Surrender of their Freedom
and Condliration, to wrelt it from them by the brutal Hand of Violence. The People of
Azaviva are therefore now driven to this fatal Extremity—either they muft tamely fubmit to
Siavery, and agree for themlelves and their Pofterity for ever, to work for and maintain,
with the Sweat of their $rows, their proud Mafters and Overfeers, the minifterial Penfioners,
Flaceren, and Hirelings, of every Denomination whatever ; or they muft refolve firmly and
nuntally to maintain thofe Rights, which God gave, and the Conftitution warrants. The
latrer tefolusion our Sifter Colonies have upanimoufly adopted, and accordingly have now in
the ¢ld not lefs, from the belt Accounts we have received, than 25,000 Men, well difci-
plined, and equipr weth 2 large Train of Astillery, and every Kind of military Implement ne-
cellivy for immediare Aclion.

And wiereas there is much Reafon to fear, in thefe Times of general Tumult and Confu-
fion, that the Slaves may e initigated and encouraged by our inveterate Enemies to an Infur-
rettion, which in our profent detencelefs State might have the moft dreadful Confequences;
we therefore, induced by thefe moft weighty Confiderations, do think it our indifpenfibls
Duty to take every Precaution that Prudence and Forethought can poflibly fuggeft, fo as to
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be in ‘Time againft the worft Event that may happen. ‘We therefore recommiend it
firongly to our Conflituents, the Inhabitants of Newbern and Craven County, that they form
themf{clves immediately into Companics, and nominate proper Officers  each Company;
that fuch Officers, when nominated, ufe unwearied Diligence in inftructing their refpeétive
Companies in the Ufeof Arms ; and from Time to Time, as they fhall judge expedient, that
they F::ad out Detachments to patrol and fearch the Negro Houfes, and ali other fufpeéted
Places within their feveral Diftrits, giving ftri@ Orders to the Officer of fuch Detachment
to feize all Arms and Ammunition found in their Poffeflon, and to apprehend and carry be-
fore the next Magiftrate ali fuch Negroes as they (hall find under Circumftances of Sufpicion,
to be dealt with according to Law.

The following Perfons are appointed for the prefent to fummon together the feveral Com-

anies, vis. Abner Nafb, Lovick ?W-‘o Richard Blackledge, Charles Crawford, Mj@: J"mamf,
i-!nu Gray Blount, Lemuel Hatch, Nathan Bryan, Levi Dawfon, Frederick Hargett, Francis
illamar, Samuel Smith, Rickard Nickfon, and Themas McLin. And in QOrder that the moft
Union and good Underftanding may Prev:.il amongit the good People of this County
and Town on Subjefts of fuch Importance, it is further recommended that the feveral Com-
panies, fo to be farmed as aforefaid, do meet in their feveral Diftriéls rwice in a Monch, if
eonvenient, to advife and confult together how they may beft aét with united Force, in Cale
of any fudden and dangerous Emergency.

Refolved, That the Proceedings of this Committee be printed and made fp‘.::h!ic, with the
printed Letter from the Committee of Seuth-Carolina to the Inhabitants of their Province,
explaining the real State and Nature of the prefent Difputes between Great-siritain and Anie-
rica.

A CircuLar LETTER r0 the COMMITTEES in the feveral Dijirils and
Parifbes of Seuth Carolina.

GENTLEMEN, CHARLESTOWN, April 27, 1775,
THE General Committee thinking it of the higheft Importance that the Comunuuces in
the interior Parts of the Colony, and that, through them, the People at large, thuuld
from Time to Time be informed of ‘all fuch Affairs and Tranlactions as have anv Relat.n
to the American Caufe ; they have for the Management of {0 neceffary a Service, nominated a
Committee of Intelligence.

We are very forry that at our entering upon that Service we are to announce t» you that
there is but little Probability of deciding the prefent unhappy Pulilic Difputes, by the pcuic
Meafures we have hitherto purfued. However, even this Circumftance, we hope, wili be of
Service to our Caufe; for we have no Doubt, but that the Miniftry having thus turned a deaf
Ear to the Complaints of the Colonies, thefe will be confirmed in their weidution to com-
plain in a louder Tone, and be ANIMATED to meet thole Difficulties and iJaiigers they can
now no lenger avoid, with Honour to themfelves, and Safety to thewr Liberties,

On the gth of February the two Houfes of Parliament addreffed the Kinz.  In Subftance,
they declared to his Majelty that Aimerica was in a State of attual Rebullion ; they deiired the
King, by all poflible Means, to enforce the late Aéts of Parliament agauit Auorcr; and they
affured him that in fuch a Meafure they would fupport him with their Lives and Fortunes,
The King acquieiced, and fome Days afier defired from Parliament an Ad.litnn o hus midi-
tary Forces—it was granted without Helitation. In Confequence or theie Mealures, Rem-
forceforcements of Troops and Ships are ordered to Bsffan; where, when they thall b ar-
rived, General Gage may have under his Command about 10,200 Men.  But what are
10,000 Men again/! THE UNITED POWERS OF AMERICA !

Amidft this Gloom, fome Rays of Light break in, and chear us in this Extremnity of Af-
tairs. The City of London has declared in our Favour; in a fow Hours, fome of her Mer-
chants fubfcribed 26,0001, Sterling for the Relief of .fmorica, and pubilic Subfuriptions tor the
fame Purpofe are induflrioufly promoted. Londen, and other confiderable ‘T'owns have peti-
tioned Parliament, and continue to exert themfelves vigoroully in our Behalf, The moft
illuftrious Noblemen, and the moft eloquent Orators, are loud in our Defence, "The Friends
of Liberty in England look with Horror upon the late Addrefs to the King; they tenn it a
cruel and unjuft Declaration of War zgzin({)?fmrrfm. In fhort, the whole People of Laglind
are alarmed at fuch a Meafure, and lock to the Virtue of the dmericans, to prefirve even tue
Liberties of England herfelf, now almoft annihilated by Corruption. The Minifhiy are irre-
folute, and notiing can be more fluétuating than their Counfels ; they refolve one T'ling one
Day, and the contrary the next. But, from fuch a Condud, this evident Truth retuls;
they are utterly at a Lofs what Meafures to purfue—a Dilemna, without Doubt, arifing fivm a
Confeioufnefs ;f the Iniguity of their Schemes. Hence, we may ftill juitly entertain flatcsring Ex-
pectances; for, where there is not any regular and connected Syftemm of Operations formed,
Artifices fabricated for the Purpofes of the Day, muft from Time to Time atford Circumn-
ftances improvable to our Advantage.

The }Ainiﬂ themfelves feemed frighted at their own Declaration of War; they erew
doubtful of ther%,?mt of military Operations; and fearing the combined Force of America,
they turned their Thoughts to rgtratagem. In a few Days they formed a Plan, calculated,
as Lord North openly declared, To D1sunITE the Americans; and, on the 20th of February,
only eleven Days after the Declaration of War, his Lordfhip fuddenly introduced it into the
Houle of Commons. He termed it a conciliatory Plan, and it is to the following Purpofe :
¢ “That if the Cclonies will tax themlelves in fiwh Proportions, as thall come up to the ldea

that
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that @ venal Parliament MAY CHoOOSE To ENTERTAIN of their refpeftiv ilities -

tax themfelves to fuch an Amount, and at fuch Times, as fhall be ERE:&SILBE fo ﬁar?c?mﬂ{o
and confent that this general American Tax (hall be ENTIRELY 2t the Disposar of a corre ;
Parliament ; and alfo provide for their civil Government in Juch Manner as thall be SA.TISP-
FACTORY fo Parliament ; that is, to make permanent and profitable Eftablithments for o/
the miniftevial Tools Adminifiration may chufe to fend ameong us; then, while the Americans (hall
i:;‘t-}:l:;::;.““l'lg’ Parliament, that is THE MinisTER,” will ¢ FORBEAR™ to lay any Tax

But, Gentlemen, furely ALL THis is nothing more or lefs, than lying at the Merey of Parlia-
aient EQUALLY AS B}:PORE.P For you muﬂPhavc obferved, EVERY PARTICULAR is fo DE-
FEND ENTIRELY upon THE PLEASURE oF PARLIAMENT ; that is, i
FL: ASURE or THE MINISTER. ; S PAEE mac

Ui late Years they taxed us to what Amount, and at what Time they pleafed ; and this
to raife a Revenue in order to preferve themfelves from paying fo large a Tax as Othm'.'if;
they would be obliged to contribute ; and alfo to be able to give comiortable Salaries to their
Dependents, fending them to America, without the leaft Care of examining whetber or net th,
are praper fden to fil thofe Offices which they are defiined to hold. However, at length Admi-
nuftration finding that Juch a Mode of Taxation is no longer practicable ; the Minifter changes
his Ground, in Hopes of impofing upon, and over reaching the Americans. He comes into
Parliament, and ¢ demands” that we confent to tax ourielves at fuch T1imEs, in fuch Sums
and for fuch Purrosks as thall be agrecadle to Parliament---that'is to bim df. ithout Dc:
lay, the Parliament regilter the Minifleriai Edict, they prefume not to aiter one Word of it -
How much happier are the People uf France in their Parliamems---:hgy are only required to
regitter the Reval Edicls ! *Gentlemen, this Demand alone is an Affront to our Underftand-
ing ; it is adding new Iriult to old Injuries; indeed, it comprehends Terms to which A-
merica niever can fubmir, until her united Counfels fhall decree, that it is ne longer prafticable
to refift the Iron Hand of Oppreilion.  And remember, Gentlemen, that even at the Time
that Adminiftration offers {uch humiliating Terms to us, they do it with the Mufket and
Bayonet at our Breaits. For Lord North declares that this Offer muft be looked upon as
“ A DEMawD ;" and that he does not *¢ mean in the least to fufpend his military Operations by
Sea and Land, unti/” the Americans fhail *¢ fubmit to his Laws.” Is there any Difference
between this Condust, and that of a Robber, who, with a Piftol at your Head, demands your
Furie, with a bluftering Threat---deliver, or I will blow your Brains'out? The Magnitude of
the Crime conftitutes the ONLY Differeace.

You will Obferve, Gentlemen, that although America may tax herfelf, yet Parliament does
not by any Means give up the Point of ‘T'axation, the Objeét of our ten Years Strugsle. No,
they have determined, that fo long as Awerica will tax herfelf at fuch Times, in fuc Sums,
and for fuch Puipoles, as thall be agreeable to their Pleafure ; Jo lomg enly will they gracioufly
* FORBEAR™ to tax her. Lord North, in his Speech upon this Occaficn, declares, ** THE
ExERrcise oF THE RIGHT OF TAXING every Pare g,frbr Britith Dominions, MUST BY NO
Meaxws e civen ur.” He faid, he did not niean 1o give up a fingle Psint. He confefled,
that he did not believe his conciliatory Plan would be agreeable to the Tafte of the Americans,
nor did he know ¢ whether any Colony will come in upon thefe Terms;” but added his
Lorithip, if only ONE of them conferts, ** A LINK OF THE GREAT CHAIN IS BROKEN."

Here, Gentlemen, fix your attention. T'he Minifter cunfefles, he does not think his
conciliatery Plan is calculated to compofe the Awerican Troubles, and to reftore the wonted
Harmony between the Mother Country and the Colonies, which ought to be the grand Ob-
jetts in a Minifter’s Contemplation ; but his Lordthip hugs himfelf in the Idea, that 1T 13
CALCULATED TO DISUNITE THE AMERICANS, and to break a Link in the great Chain on
this Continent now formed, happily for us, as dreadfully for him, in Defence of American
Laberties, and as a Barrier azainft Minitterial I'yranny, inI{imcing and inducing Parliamenta-
ry Exactions.

‘Ihe Manifter's Politics cvidently point out the Means of our Safety. Let us unite every
Effart to preferve this Chainy and, above oll, let us with the utinoft Circumfpeétion guard
THAT LinK entruffed to cur Cure; let us maintain it not only unbroken, but let us preferve it
unfullied by the Breath of Treachery.

But thould the American Combination be unfortunately broken, of which we have not the
flightelt Apprehenfion, by tbis conciliatory Plan of Divifion; behold, Gentlemen, the probable
Confequences. Each Province muft then enter into a feparate Nc%ociatian with a diftant
Adminiftration. A Province mut fend and make a Propofition, which, in all Probability,
will receive no Anfwer until all the Provinces fhall have made theirs. Then, after along Ne-
gociation with our Agents, the Minifter will tell this and that Province, their Quotas of the
T'ax they offer are not equal to their Abilities ; and that their Propofitions for the Support of
civil Government are not fatisfactory, in this and in that Article. Thefe Anfwers muft be re-
turned to the refpective Provinces ; much T'ime will be requifite to form new Terms to un-
dergo a new Courfe of long Negociation in London, and to be expoled to new O‘bjeL&ians.
Perhaps, the Demands may be erroncoully, or defignedly, made above the real Abilities and
Proportions of the refpective Provinces. When, Gentlemen, can we expe& a fatisfallory
Adjuitment of our refpeétive Quotas of @ Tax, which it will be the Study of Parliament to
ferew up as high as poffible, becaule, the MORE they can make us pay, the LEss will be their
Burden : Nay, when can we expect even an End of a Nc% ciation, which it will be the Jate-
rejt of Adminiftration to procraftinate as long as poffible ! For, in the nrean Time, having
difunited the Colonies after Juch a Struggle as the prefent, they will be fenfible there will not
be any Danger of a new Refiftance, and they will continue to tax us; they having only
promifed To * FoRBEAR,” WHEN our refpeflive Propofitions * sHALL BE A.PH‘.U‘F!;)
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by his Mzgﬂ and the two Houfes of Parliament.” In fhort, if we DIVIDE, our Liber-
ties are L S‘{' ; we fhall lie totally at the Mercy of Adminiftration, and be obliged to pay
sucH A TAx asthey pleafe; and that too, in the moft ignominious Marner, becaule we
fhould do it under evident Compulfion. Such a Conduét would prove our Minds to be
weak ; it would demonttrate, that, Heroes in Words, we fhrink at bur the Aj.pearance of
Danger.  We fhould be more abjeft than the moft abjeét People we 1cad of ; we thould be
deemed unworthy of the Name of Men : Hiflory could not give an Example of fo bafe 2 Condudt.
T'he Inhabitants of Europe, Africaand Afia, have at various Times fignalized their Love of
their Rights and Liberties. I'here is fcarce a State among them, but has declared this in
Charafters written with her own Blood ; and whole Ciues have voluntarily penfhed, rather
thag refign their Liberties. The Ruins of Saguntum in Eurcpe, Cartbage in dfrica, and Xartbus in
Afia, are glorious Monuments of Nations pretesring Death to Slavery; and this is the Hour in
‘which m{’i_rme of America is to be tried. And are the Americans eel': virtuous, lefs Lovers of Lis
berty, than the Reit of Mankind !—Three Parts of the World are now leoking on, to {ee if the A-
mericans are as bold, as heroic, as great in Deeds, as they have experienced them to be in Werde,
But, if at this Time of Trial, three Millions of Americans thall hide their Heads becaufe of the Ap-
pearance of ten Thoufand Soldiers, an American mult ever be a Term of Reproack among all Nations.

Shameful to our Reputation, and ruinous to our Affairs, as fuch a Conduét would be; we have
the Pleafure to affure you that, from every Appearance on this Continent, we do not fee any Room
to think we run any Rilk of being expofed to fuch Confequences. Every Advice from the North.
ward informs us their People are training to Arms. The neighbouring Provinces of Meris-Carelina
and Virginia have embodied very confiderable Forces, that are ready to march on the fhuriclt No-
tice; and we have it from good Autherity, that the four New Esgland Governmients alone have
25,000 Men in aftual Pay, and ready for Aftion ar a Moment’s Warning, befides 20,620 more
who are inlifted without Pay, and prepared to take the Field when called upon ; and all this Force,
exclufive of a well trained Militia, who are refolved to defend their Liberties at the Hazard of
their Lives. ‘The Inhabitants of this Capirtal, and the neighbouring Country, are equzlly deter-
mined ; and are happy in finding that a fimilar Purpofe prevails throughout the Province. In fhore,
from every Appearance, we have the moft fanguine Expectations that America will not be guilty of
any Conduét in her Youth, that fhe will be athamed of in her maturer Age.

Notwithftanding Lord North’s conciliatory Motion, which we have {o fully cbferved upen, and
upon the Principles of which his Lordihip means to ground an A&t of Parliament; yet, having al-
ready punifhed the Province of Majachuserts Bay, by ithe Violation of their Charter and the military
Blockade of her Capital, the Town ot Befen, Lord Nerrh proceeds im extending the Effefls of his
Vengeance. On the 8th of Marct a Bill pafied the Houfe of Commons, refiraining the Provinces
of Maffachuferts Bay, New Hampjforre, Conneclicut, and Rhede [fa=d, fiom fihing on the Banks of
Newfoundland ; and from exporting to any Part of the World, but *“ w0 Grea:r Britair, cr fome of the
Brizyb [flands in the Bef Indies.’ "T'hus, as thefe four Provinces have by the dmerican Aflociation
contrafted not to export to thef Places, Tueix ExporTs ave ToTaLLy sTorren.  And the Att
further fays, that into theje Prowinces jrall xot be imperied any '* Sort of Wines, Salt, or an Geeds
er Commodities avbatfoenwer (except Horles, Viflual, and Linen Cloth, the Produce and Manui:coure
of frefand, and Goods for the victualling his Majelly s Ships, and for his Majeity’s Forces and
Garrifons, or the Produce of the Britif Iflands in the He? Indies) npox anmy Pretence avlaticever,
unlefs fuch Goods be fhipped in Givar-Britain, and carried direétly from thence.”  Thus, as thoic
Provinces are boond by the Aflociation ot o impert ¥rov Grear-Britain, Ireland, or the B/ Indies,
it is evident that rheir [MPORTATION /n phe [l ay of Trade ir ToTaLLy rREvextED. Ifthe Biodk-
ade of Beflon alime movsep the whole Continent to their Refcue and Seppore, HOW VIGO-
ROUSLY onght we to exert ouifelves, xow that four entire Provinces are blockaded hy an A& of
Parliament, and cur oFy¥ rroM aLL Manwer oF Tranz! And, Gentlemen, remember, her
wiolent Meafire has been executed since the Inwroduftion of Lord Nerrh's conciliatory Motion.

This arbitrary Condut on the other Side of the Water has driven the People of this Cupital,
and the neighbouring Country, To pespair ofa Redrefi of American Grizwarces, withnot an Fee
Fusion of AmEricaN BLoop—oF TH1s they are virtuoully willing to contribute their Quota, and
even more than their Proportion, to procure this invaluable Relicf. Thefe Advices ariived on the
14th and 1g9th Days of this Month ; and on the Night of rbe 21 Inf. the Public Armary and Ma-
gazines were opened, and a confiderable Quantity of Arms and Amymurition were taken, without
Doubt, for the Ends for which they were originally procured—rue Pusiic SareTy.

Lat Weduefday, the 26th Inflaot, the General Committee paiied a Vo, that the Provincial
Congrefs be fummoned to meet in Charfefown on Tue/day the zoth of Fune. We make no Doube
but that you will exert yourfelves to give a general Notification of it, that the Congrels may be as
::':II as potfible, as it is expedted Affairs of the HIGHEST Impcriance will be the Subjeét ot Deli-

ration.

A6 80 C I A T 0
A7 E the Subfcribers, Frecholders and Inhabitants of the County of Crawer and Town of Nete-
bern, being deeply affelted with the prefent alarming State of this Province, and of all
Awerica, do refolve that we will pay all due Allegiance to his Mazjelty King GECRGE the Third,
and endeavour to continue the Succeflion of his Crown in the illuftrious Houfe of Harswer, as by
Law eitablithed, apainft the prefent or any future wicked Miniftzy or arbitrary Ser of Men wha:-
foever. At the fame Time we determine ro affert our Rights as Men; and fenfible tha: by late
Adts of Parliament the moft valuable Liberties and Privileges of America are invaded, and en-
deavoured to he violated and deitroyed, ard that under Goo the Prefervation of them depends on
a firm Union of the Inhabitants, and a fleady {pirited Obiervation of the Reiolutions of the Ge-
neral Cengrefs; being fhocked at the cruel Scene now alling in the Mafachufizts-Bay, and deter-
mined never 1o become Slaves to any Power upon Earth, %VE do hereby agree aud afociate,
under all the T'ies of Religion, Honour, and Regard for Pofterity, that we will zdopr, and en-
Geavour to execute, the Meafures which the GeneralCongrefs, now fiting ar Philadelpbia, may
conclude en, for prelerving our Conftitution, and oppofing the Execution of the feveral arbitrary
and illegal Ads of the Brizih Parliament; and that we will readily obferve the Direftion: of our
General Committee for the Purpofes aforefaid, the Prefcrvation of Peace and good Order, and
Sccurity of Individuals and private Property.
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